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As reported elsewhere
in this issue of Bimah,
the annual general
meeting saw Dan step
down as chair and Ruth
as vice-chair.  In their
place you have (I think
quite bravely) elected
me as chair and Tina as
vice-chair.  You now
have a chair who only

four months ago was celebrating his Bar Mitzvah
and vice-chair who celebrated her Bat Mitzvah
only eleven months ago!

I would like to thank Dan and Ruth for all their
efforts over the last three years – a period that
has seem many successes for our community
including the 50@50 celebrations.  While Dan has
resigned as chair, he has agreed to stay on
Council – I have no doubt that his experience,
advice, and support will be an asset in the
months (or years) ahead.  Ruth has decided to
step down not only as vice-chair but also from
Council.  I did try to persuade her to stay on
Council but sadly I start my term as chair having
failed in my efforts to get Ruth to change her
mind!  

Dan and Ruth stood down from their roles with a
sense of humility; attributing much of their
success to “showing up” and the hard work of
others.  People like Ben Glassman, who also
stood down from Council (and the various other
roles he does at Woodford) at the AGM.  Ben is
leaving Woodford to start a new life in Exeter.  I
am sure everyone will join me in wishing him
every success for the future and we hope that
Ben will visit us from time to time in the years
ahead.

So the guard has changed and there is now a
new leadership team at WLS.  Well perhaps not
so new because Tina and I are fortunate to inherit
a dedicated and enthusiastic Council; who will
continue to oversee our community with good
humour and diligence.  We are also lucky
because the other Officers on Council are staying

in post, bringing considerable experience, skills,
and a sense of continuity.  

We will continue to work with the small but
dedicated teams of volunteers who give up their
time to run various committees, events, etc who
ensure the smooth running of our community.

We are all also lucky to have a warm, welcoming,
and now experienced Rabbi.  Richard not only
looks after all our spiritual and pastoral needs, he
also provides leadership on wider matters
concerning the future of Woodford as a Liberal
Jewish community. 

In our new roles as chair and vice-chair, it is our
job to enable and support our Rabbi, fellow
officers, the Council, and volunteers.  It will take
time for us to grow into our new roles; we will
make mistakes but hopefully learn from them.
We hope we will continue to have the support of
all those that Woodford relies on to maintain a
thriving community.

Some may say that it was brave or foolhardy of
us to take on these roles.  I do not think we are
being brave or foolhardy because we know we
have the support of so many dedicated and
committed people.  The real challenge we face is
setting the direction of travel for Woodford and
getting the buy-in from the wider community on
that direction of travel.

Work has begun on developing a new vision for
Woodford for 2020 and beyond (see Bimah May-
June 2011) and will continue in the months
ahead.  I hope that everyone will take part in
developing that vision and that everyone at
Woodford will have sense of ownership of finished
vision.  In that way, when the time comes for the
next changing of guard, I can also humbly say
that any success is down to the hard work of
others.

Kind Regards
Bob

The changing of the guard
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Celebrating Liberal Judaism

On Sunday 22 May, nearly 500
people attended the LJ Day of
Celebration at the LJS in St
John’s Wood – demonstrating
the vibrancy of Liberal
Judaism.  Simon Benscher,
who was on the organising
committee and had a busy
day helping to marshal the
event, was delighted to see so
many attendees from
Woodford – possibly the
largest contingent outside the
host community.  WLS also
ran sessions at the event,
Richard Jacobi was joined by
the Ba’alei Tefillah students for
a session aimed at those
wanting to find out more
about the course and Simon
Rothstein led a session on
‘promoting your synagogue in
the press’.

For Alice Wilcock, who used
to be a member at LJS, it was
a return to familiar
surroundings and a chance to
catch-up with old friends.  It
was also her graduation as a
member of the Ba’alei Tefillah
course run by LJ, and Alice
gave the valedictory speech
on behalf of all the Ba’alei
Tefillah students.  Alice and
her family also attended a
session on art work inspired
by the Torah – led by Rebecca
Qassim Birk (a former WLS

rabbi).  There was also time to create some new artwork – something, I suspect, the kids really enjoyed.

Peter and Betty Benscher attended a discussion and questions & answers session featuring Lucien
Hudson (Chair of LJ) and Daniel Finkelstein (sub-editor of the Times) discussing making the case for Israel.
They also enjoyed the session on ‘Sir Basil & Lady Henriques’, which looked backed on the lives of these
remarkable people.  Also in attendance for the ‘Henriques’ session were Jenny Sclaire and Di Kamall, both
who were impressed by the music arranged by Lady Henriques.  

Jenny and Di had also attended a showing of the film ‘The Lemon Tree’ – this tells the story of what
happens when an Israeli minister moves into a house next door to a lemon grove owned by a widow living
in the West Bank, and how the security services perceive the lemon trees as a security threat.  
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The film was thought provoking but sadly there was no time on the day for a discussion about the film,
something that Jenny would have liked to have happened to share the thoughts of the others who
watched the film. There was a certainly a diverse range of topics to choose from – where else could you
spend the day discussing 21st century Zionism, liberal liturgy in the age of e-books, and the impact of
Islamic studies on Judaism in 10th and 11th centuries – all in one day?  Like Jenny, I too would have liked
more time in each of the sessions I attended to allow for more discussions as the attendees started to
engage with the various topics and with each other. 

There were many other sessions, not mentioned in this article, with a vast range of topics to ensure that
there was something for everyone.
In fact, it made it hard to choose
what sessions to attend – for every
session I choose to go too there
was another session that I had to
miss.  I dare say that the same was
true for many of the 500 or so who
attended!

The fact that the day went so
smoothly – despite the large
numbers that attended and were
constantly moving round the
building – is testament to those who
organised the event and all those
who helped on the day.  There was
a lovely atmosphere throughout the
day, everyone, whatever their age,
seemed to be enjoying themselves.,
and I am sure that, like me,
everyone who attended learned
something new on the day.  It was
also lovely to have the chance to
meet with old friends and make new
ones.  It was a credit to the whole
Liberal Jewish movement – and a
day that WLS did itself proud in the
many roles its members played as
Liberal Judaism gathered to
celebrate, to learn, and to share our
diversity, vibrancy, and respect for
each other. 

Bob Kamall, with contributions
from…  

Alice Wilcock, 
Peter & Betty Benscher, 
Jenny Sclaire, 
and Di Kamall



Lejog or Bust!!
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Before I embarked on it three years ago, I thought Lejog was
some kind of French exercise routine.  In fact it stands for
Land’s End to John O’Groats.

In May this year, my friends Howard, Jeremy & Philip, and I
pedalled into John O’Groats, and achieved our aim of cycling
from one end of the UK to the other – approximately 1,000
miles.  We did our trip over the course of four stages, starting
in May 2008 – roughly coinciding with me being elected
Chairman – and completing it in May 2011, around the time I
stood down.  I hasten to add that this is not part of the
Chairman’s job description – so don’t worry Bob! 

What led to this trip? Well, my good friend Howard (a.k.a.
George, a.k.a. ‘The Captain’) convinced me about 10 years
ago to join him on the Three Peaks Challenge in support of the
Meningitis Trust - organised by a friend of his at Bromley
Reform Synagogue. After that challenge, we “needed”
another one, so Howard identified the London Marathon -
which I ran in support of the Parkinson’s Disease charity.

But it was now time to switch to cycling, and in turn we cycled
the South Downs Way, The Pennine Way, and the C2C (from
Whitehaven on the West Coast, to Sunderland on the North
East Coast). I guess it was then only natural to consider
cycling the length of our island, but because of responsibilities
at home, spending two weeks away seemed untenable.
Hence the idea of doing it in four stages over four spring bank
holidays. This inevitably led to laughs when folks along the
way asked how long we were taking to do the trip, and we
replied, “Four years!”. 

Cycling is a fantastic way to see the beautifully varied
landscape and coastline of Britain.  Particularly over the safer
and scenic Sustrans National Cycle routes.  The weather
sometimes was a hindrance, but on the whole our adventure
was blessed with sunshine apart from a few miserable patches
of rainy weather.

We were often asked if we rode for a charity, and the answer is
no.  We felt that it was unfair to ask people to donate to charity
when we were having such a good time, most of the time.
Sure, there were a few physical challenges, but it wasn’t like
running the marathon.

There were so many highlights, but a few things that stand out
include: seals on an estuary near Dornoch in the Highlands;
Mousehole and the pretty fishing villages of Cornwall; the
scenic Yorkshire Dales; the Hartside Pass over the Pennines in
Cumbria; and stumbling upon a Revel (that’s what they called
their May Fayre!) in a small West Country town where we
feasted on a bountiful afternoon tea in the church hall.  And of
course we met many friendly inn-keepers at small guest
houses and B&B’s along way. 

There’s only one problem: what’s the next trip going to be?
Suggestions on a postcard please!

Dan Janoff

Durnoch Firth

Dalwhinnie Distillery

Pitlochry
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Little things mean a lot

One year from now, we
will be seeing the final of
the European
Championships in
Football and will be
counting down the days
to the 2012 London
Olympics. With my
family, I sat and worked
out an application for
some tickets and, now
the deadline has long

passed, I know that none of our choices resulted in
tickets for this once-in-a-lifetime event. A little money
not spent, but the chance to say “I was there
when…” is not coming our way.

One way I found of accepting this was to recall and
exercise a colleague of mine led with groups of
Hospital staff whom we were training. He would ask
them a mix of questions about famous events – from
“Who shot JFK?” to “Who won the men’s 100m gold
medal in the 2004 Olympics?” to “Who won the FA
Cup in 2001?” to “Name the Japanese city or region
devastated by the earthquake and tsunami.” He
mixed these questions up with others, such as 
“Who was your favourite primary school teacher?”
“Who was the Health Visitor who looked after your
children?” “Where was your best holiday?” and 
so on.

Invariably, people thought they would remember the
famous events, but didn’t. What did stay clear and
easy to recall were those personal moments, tiny
items in the grand scheme of things, but significant to
each person.

We live in an era that deifies celebrity and suggests
that we can live our lives through becoming familiar
with what famous people get up to. Magazines,
newspaper columns, tweets, blogs, and every other
form of media demand our attention and suggest that
what they convey is vital. Who is kidding whom? The
second of the ten commandments – “You shall have
no other gods before Me” – has a new meaning and
value in this day and age. Actually, what is

memorable and important is what is personal and
meaningful. Such things don’t have to be lavish, but
they are the little things that mean a lot.

Our sanctuary is a place where each and every one of
you who reads this article should have a meaningful
and memorable association, if not several. Our
synagogue is a community that fosters and reinforces
good, enjoyable and comforting memories. If you
already have such moments, then recall them by
celebrating their anniversary. If you don’t have any, or
you wish to add more, then here are a few
suggestions:

1. Provide and/or tend to the planted pots outside the
entrance to the synagogue, so that other people’s
hearts are lifted as they enter our site.

2. Learn a new Torah portion and read or sing it for
us.

3. Bring a homemade cake in for a Kiddush when it’s
your birthday or another special event, so that
sweetness is shared.

4. Donate a nice bread knife (old or new), which you
know will be used twice every week to cut the
challah.

5. Volunteer to: visit fellow members in hospital; help
when we next re-paint parts of the building; clear
the flower beds and prune the trees, bushes and
plants 3 – 4 times a year; offer your DIY skills to go
on a resource list to help our less physically able
members; etc.

6. Add something to this list by writing in to the next
Bimah!

Enjoy your summer and create warmth and enduring
memories for yourself and others!

Rabbi Richard Jacobi

To Those Who Missed the Communal Seder at the Shul! (and there were not too many of you) What a
lovely occasion for the nearly 100 people who came, Our new Haggadah was used for the first time, It
is really three books in one A normal service is on one side to the page then a more explanatory on the
on other side and at the back a service directed for the younger ones of the congregation. As usual
Rabbi Richard made a very good job of mixing all three and involving nearly everyone in the readings
and there was plenty of singing. Of course our thanks must go the organisers ably led by Tina and
David. WELL DONE WOODFORD !! Peter Benscher

To all congregants who
sent good wishes on the
occasion of my 50th
birthday, 

Richard Jacobi
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Bring your youngsters to our Tots’ Services!

Our bi-monthly Tots’ Services are exciting, creative, fun-filled and will guarantee your child a
good time. Whilst the rest of the congregation enjoy our family service in the sanctuary, our

under-5s and their parents can relax, sing, learn, make and do upstairs with our three
enthusiastic leaders, Izzy, Hannah and Jodie. 

TOTS’ SERVICES WILL BE HELD ON THE FOLLOWING DATES:
16th July  * 17th September  * 19th November

So, please join us from 10.30 – 11.30 for a morning just for you and your little one!
For more information please contact Josh (headteacher@woodfordliberal.org.uk)

Samuel (aged 3): “I love making
things and listening to stories”

Alice (parent): “It’s something special
just for the little ones!”

Benji (aged 4): “I like singing and
making things at synagogue”

Adam (parent): “Activities, energy
and youth – a perfect combination!”
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Passover the ocean waves

When I booked a cruise last year to go through the
Panama Canal, I did not realise I would be away
for Passover. Since I was a kid it has always been
my favourite festival as it reminds me of great
family get togethers, lovely food and new clothes
for the occasion. I had heard that a lot of the
cruise companies have on board Seder nights, so I
was pleased when I learned there was going to be
one on this cruise.

Not quite knowing how they were going to
organise this, I arrived in the restaurant they had
reserved for the occasion. There must have been
about 60 people and the tables were arranged in
two’s and four’s with all the ritual food set out. I
was shown to a table for two and a few minutes
later was joined by an elderly gentleman named
David from San Francisco who told me he was
travelling with his wife who did not want to come
to the service.

We talked while waiting for the Rabbi to organise
how he was going to take the Seder. Somehow
we got round to talking about our professions and
this is where I learned that he was an Episcopalian
minister. This of course prompted me to ask why

he was at this evening. He told me that for the last
30 years he had attended the Seder of a Jewish
couple who were amongst their very best friends.
Since the last Passover they had both passed
away and David and his wife felt too sad to stay in
San Francisco at this time. So the two of us were
sitting there with tears in our eyes, he remember-
ing his friends and me thinking of all our family
Seders.

The Seder itself took a different course from what 
I had been used to. The Rabbi decided not to 
read the four questions but invited the group to
ask four questions of their own and he would
answer. It was interesting way of doing things and
lively discussions ensued.

The ship provided a wonderful supper of gefilte
fish, matzo ball soup and a chicken main course
with matzo pudding for dessert. As we all 
waddled out of the restaurant most of us felt that
we did miss being at home for the festival, but 
it had been a very warm and friendly evening.
I had met a wonderful gentleman and so enjoyed
talking to him.

Jenny Sclaire

June or October 2012 
£450 approximately per person 

Temperatures similar to England

THINGS TO DO 
• Jewish museum and quarter 
• Trip to Terezin 
• Prague Castle and old city!!!

WLS is the proud possessor of one of the 
Czech Memorial Scrolls. Come with us to 
learn about the story of the scroll, the 
Jewish communities of the Czech republic, 
and tragedy of the Shoah. 

If you are interested in 
joining this trip, please inform 
Jenny Sclaire on
JenClaire@aol.com
We will run a scheme for 
monthly payment towards. 

Friendship Club
Sunday 24th July

2–4pm

Please ring :  
Harriet (020 8524 4505) 

or Nicola (020 8418 9586) 
to book a place to ensure 
we can adequately cater 

Entrance fee: £3.00
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What’s going on in London’s theatres?  

FlarePath
(Theatre Royal Haymarket)

Terence Rattigan is one of my
favourite playwrights though he has
been rather unfashionable in recent
years.  Currently he is enjoying a
revival with Cause Celebre at the
Old Vic and Flare Path at the
Theatre Royal Haymarket.

The play is set in 1942 at the Flacon
Hotel on the edge of an airfield in
Lincolnshire.  A famous film star
books a room, saying he is just
passing through (Usually a lie!)  In
fact he hopes to meet his mistress,
Patricia, who is also an actress but
who is there to celebrate a reunion
with her husband Teddy, a bomber
pilot at the nearby base.  

At the hotel there are two other
wives of airmen at the base, a lively
cockney and “The Countess” an ex
barmaid from a local pub married to
a Polish Count.  As all three
husbands return from a raid over
Germany, the wives pass an
uncomfortable night, not knowing
who will come back.  For Patricia
it’s even worse as she has to decide
whether her future lies with Peter in
the USA or with Teddy in England.

A fascinating play with excellent
performances all round.  James
Purefoy is suitably tortured as the
famous actor who is used to getting
his own way but for me the star of
the show was Sheriden Smith as
“The Countess” who goes through
the whole gamut of emotions during
an anguished night.  Great support
from Clive Wood as “Gloria” from
the base who comes to gives moral
support.

Great direction from Trevor Nunn
makes this a marvellous play and
reinforces my view that Rattigan
plays are well worth the ticket price.
Go see them if you can.

Million Dollar Quartet  
(Noel Coward Theatre)

From classic Rattigan to good old-
fashioned Rock’n’Roll!  In December
1956, the legendary Sam Phillips
who owned Sun Records in
Memphis got together four singers
he had discovered. For the first and
only time the four came together to
make music and thereby created
music history.

This might not have been a
noteworthy event except for the fact
that the four singers were Elvis
Presley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee
Lewis and Carl Perkins, truly a
Million Dollar Quartet.

This show captures the spirit of
these seminal figures who would go
on to change the course of music
history. Despite arguments, jealousy
and divided loyalties, for one night
this quartet made music and then
went there separate ways.

Sam Phillips is played by Bill Ward ,
last seen as Charlie Stubbs being
murdered by Tracey Barlow in
Coronation Street. The other actors
sing and play for all they are worth
including Ben Goddard as a totally
manic Jerry Lee Lewis.

Great fun, great music, not one you
will doze off during, I enjoyed every
minute.

War Horse
(New London Theatre)

After award winning runs at the
National Theatre, this extraordinary
piece of theatre is now filling the
seats at the New London Theatre.
Based on the novel by Michael
Morpurgo, this amazing production
focuses on an aspect of the First
World War which does not always
receive great attention: the fate of
the horses used by the Cavalry in
France.

What makes this show so different
is the use of life sized creations
representing the horses.  The sheer
skill and invention is amazing and
deepens the powerful effect of the
carnage in this conflict.

The whole cast works incredibly
hard and create a fantastic piece of
theatre, which  takes the audience
on an emotionally charged journey
through this infamous part of British
history.  The bravery of the men
contrasts strongly with the cavalier
behaviour of the generals.  Truly
“Lions led by donkeys” as has often
been said before.

Moving and powerful, War Horse
deserves all the awards it has
received. Superb theatre and well
worth the price of the ticket.

All the theatre reviews by Sue Kaye
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Strength after
illness to:

Happy 
Birthday to:

A speedy
recovery to:

Isaac Nathanson-Perry * Clara Greenhalgh
Frank Gee * Isabella Goldstein
Hannah Jacobi * Louis James

Nick Harris after his knee replacement operation

Heidi Charles, Hanan’s mother, after her major
operation in Israel

Charles Penn  • Eileen Wayne  
Ben Quinton  • Ann Isaacs

Michael Nathanson

Jennifer Warren and Feliks Voskoboynik – on their
recent wedding.

Tracey Grant on her ‘special’ birthday in June

Alice Wilcock on her Ba’ale Tefillah

Jo Ludwin and the Ludwin family on Jo’s Bat
Mitzvah

Ros & Moshe Avnir on the Bar Mitzvah of their
grandson Sam, son of Gaby and Rob

Sincere
Condolences

To the family of Joseph Grunszpan

BAR AND BAT MITZVAH 
CELEBRATIONS 

IN 2012 AND 2013

Josh, as Headteacher, and Richard, as
Rabbi, would like to invite any interested
families to meet with us from 1-2pm 
(i.e. after the service and Kiddush) on
Saturday 16th July 2011.

During the meeting, we will explain the
covenant between the synagogue, the
parents, and the young person, and also
give time to answer your questions. 

Please inform Donna at the synagogue
office if you will be attending.

Rabbi Richard Jacobi & Josh Newham

Dan & Tracey and Family would like 

to thank the Woodford Community for

the kind support offered to our family

during our period of bereavement,

following the loss of Dan’s Mother

Norma.

Your kind words and deeds have made

a huge difference to us.

and to anyone who is unwell at this time.

The stone setting of Barry Gold ( David
Gold's brother) will take place on Sunday 
11th September 2011 at 1.30pm at Waltham
Abbey.

Stone Settings
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Woodford Liberal Synagogue has a brand new
website – so log on to  and check it out. The site has
been totally redesigned and revamped in order to
provide an enhanced service for members of our
congregation, and hopefully attract a few new ones.

The site clearly lays out our beliefs as a Liberal
Jewish community and the types of membership and
services we offer, as well as a mapping facility and
directions so that everyone can find us. To help
members stay in touch, the site also includes a full
calendar of services and events, blogs from our
Rabbi and Chair and even a digital version of Bimah.

The most fun section is our new Education page,
which includes a slideshow of pictures of our lively
and vibrant Cheder and the events they put on –
many of which seem to feature Head Teacher Josh
Newham in drag!

The work was all done in-house by our voluntary 
web team made up of David Fahn, Simon Rothstein, 
Ruth Seager, Dan Janoff, Jonny Hurst and Judy
Toffell. If you have any feedback on the site, or ideas
on what it should feature, please email the team on
web@woodfordliberal.org.uk.

Simon Rothstein

Woodford-in-Touch – MORE VOLUNTEERS PLEASE!!

Back in December 2009 Richard initiated a new group within our community, called Woodford-in-
Touch. This is a group of volunteers made up of Synagogue members who, on a regular basis,
telephone other Synagogue members who may need support in certain areas. They may live alone,
care for their spouse, or perhaps have a long term illness, etc.

Anyway, we are now looking to expand the group further. We would like to introduce a Hospital
Visiting Service. We are seeking a new set of volunteers to help out with this.   Initially Richard will
meet up with any interested parties, but from thereafter little input would be required other than the
hospital visits.

If you are interested, or would like to talk to Richard for further information, please contact the Shul
office, speak to Donna, or leave a message accordingly.

YOUR SYNAGOGUE NEEDS YOU!!!!

Thank you,
Merle Muswell
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He goes through the air with the greatest of ease!

More than just Cheesecake!

In March I completed yet another
tandem parachute jump, and wish to
thank all who sponsored me in my
charity jump, where I raised £2,000.

The money will be divided between
the Lauren Page Trust and two
orphanages: The Berega Orphanage,
Tanzania and The Good Shepherd
Project in Brazil.

The jump was postponed twice due to
bad weather, however on the Monday
it went off fine.

In the photo the two on my right are
from the Prince of Wales Regiment
and the one instructor is civilian.

Once again, thank you.

Gerald Lewis-Azayear

For the first time in living memory, on 7th June, five
synagogue communities and Redbridge Jewish
Community Centre combined to offer everyone a
varied, fascinating, and enjoyable evening to mark
Shavuot.

Our evening started with a D-I-Y
performance of key scenes from
the story of Ruth organised and
led by Catherine Levy. It’s safe to
say that the marriage of Ruth
and Boaz, played by Scarlett
Levy and Benji Harrison
respectively, stole the show!

The supper saw around seventy
people gather for plentiful food,
with Shavuot themes beginning
to emerge – cheese and cake
could be seen, but not yet in
their combined form! We then
adjourned to the synagogue for a
service featuring a dozen or so children and their
helpers bringing in bikkurim – first fruits – and led
by Rabbis Maurice Michaels, David Hulbert and
Larry Becker.

Then came the cheesecake competition – a number
of entries, anonymously labelled, were tasted and

rated by anyone who wanted to join in. Lots of
people did, and their relishing of the task delayed
everything else. Later on in the evening, with the
scores counted, our own Di Kamall was named the
winner. Congratulations Di!

Eleven different sessions of
learning filled the next three and
a half hours. At midnight, around
fifty people were still learning.
The topics varied from films
about being an Israeli Arab,
through growing up in Apartheid
South Africa, our own Owain
James explaining how we really
could “Make Poverty History”, to
the story of the “Mezuzah in the
Madonna’s Foot”. This was one
way in which hidden Jews kept
their faith in almost impossible
circumstances.

From all the feedback I’ve had, everyone 
really enjoyed the evening. If you missed it, 
Shavuot 2012 will be a Saturday night 26th May.
Save the date now!

Richard Jacobi



If you or your family owned movable, immovable, or
intangible property that was confiscated, looted or
forcibly sold in countries governed or occupied by the
Nazi forces on Axis powers during the Holocaust era, and
you or your relatives received no restitution for that
property after the Holocaust era, you may be eligible to
participate in the Holocaust Era Asset Restitution
Taskforce (Project HEART).

Project HEART is a non-profit initiative of the Jewish
Agency for Israel, funded by and in cooperation with the
Government of Israel.

For more information or to download the questionnaire,
visit www.heartwebsite.org, or call toll free 0-800-098-
8469 or direct line +1-414-967-2581 between 9.00 and
14.00 Sunday through Thursday (except Jewish holidays)
and the questionnaire will be mailed to you.
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Was your family’s property taken during the Holocaust?

To parade or not to parade… that WAS the question!

On Saturday 11th June Rabbi Richard lead an
explanatory Shabbat service. We arrived to find
the sanctuary set out in a very different way with
the reading desk in the middle and
the chairs set around on three
sides.
It reminded me of when I
attended services at Coventry
Road Synagogue years ago.

The discussion in the middle –
should we parade the Torah
scroll around the Synagogue  –
reminded many people of
services at orthodox
synagogues. Some felt that it
was a form of idolatry, others said that parading
the scroll brought the words of the Torah into the
community and closer. Whatever the views were,
it was so interesting to hear so many people
talking on the subject and saying how they felt.

At the end of the service Bob, our new chairman,
announced that anyone who enjoys a lovely
discussion should join the ‘Study Buddies’ every

other Wednesday evening. It is a very
interesting evening as, guided by
Rabbi Richard, we air views about
prayers and portions of our services.

The service was followed by a
sumptuous kiddush which was
provided by a member who wished

to thank all the volunteers of the
community and to celebrate her

10 years of membership. This is
like a super gagging order as we have
been asked not to say who requested

the kiddush! However on behalf of
everyone who attended I would like to thank that
very kind member.

Jenny Sclaire


