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We at Gary Green Memorials will endeavour to make your choice of memorial as easy
and stress-free as possible.

Our sensitive and understanding staff will guide you through the process of choosing
a memorial, from the type of stone to the individual wording of the inscription.

For those who prefer a more confidential/personal service, we can also arrange home
visits.

Memorials can also be viewed and inspected in our showrooms, prior to fixing, for your
added convenience.

Please take your time to browse through our selection of memorials online. Should you
require anything that’s now shown on our website or need to discuss things further,
please feel free to drop into one of our showrooms or contact us for an informal chat.
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High Holy Day Services Arrangements

PLEASE NOTE: This year, all High Holy Day services will be held 'at home' at Marlborough
Road EXCEPT the MORNING Service for Rosh Hashanah. This will be held at Woodford
Memorial Hall on High Road, South Woodford, next to St Mary's Church. On this day the Tots’
and Children’s services will be held in the Memorial Hall's adjacent rooms.

All of the details and times can be found on the back of your High Holy Day tickets.

Parking in the vicinity of the Memorial Hall is rather limited. Please look at the map below to
locate where the local car parks are situated. Also please note car parking fees will apply. There
is some parking in the side streets near the Memorial Hall but keep in mind that this is fairly
limited.

If you are travelling by public transport, South Woodford tube station is about a 10 minute walk
away, but we hope to organise lifts from the station. The 179 bus from Chingford Station stops
opposite the Memorial Hall. The W13 also stops near the Memorial Hall.

If you require a lift from the tube station, please contact Donna at the Synagogue office.
For those who are able to provide lifts to other members from the station we would be most
grateful if you could also contact Donna with your details.

Derby Road Car Park

MEMORIAL
HALL

South Woodford 
Library Car Park

179 and W13 bus stops

Parking charges in Derby Road Car Park

Mon-Fri 7:30-17:30
£0.70 – 1 hour
£1.50 – 2 hours
£2.30 – 3 hours
£5.00 – 24 hours

Parking charges in 
South Woodford Library Car Park

£0.70 – 1 hour
1 to 2 hours – £1.30
2 to 3 hours – £2.00
Over 3 hours – £4.50



I have a rabbinic
colleague who, when
anyone said to him
“Chanukkah’s late this
year,” would reply 
“No it’s not,
Christmas is early!”
Now you may
comment that this is
just a ‘smart-Alec’
rabbi (yes, this one

was male!), but his response hints at a deeper
truth about the brilliance of the generations of
rabbis and scholars who formulated our
calendar.

I am writing just after a very rare calendrical
event, which will have been completed by the
time you read this piece. The first day of the
Hebrew month Av coincided with the first day of
the Islamic month of Ramadan, and both
coincided with the 1st day of the Gregorian
calendar month of August.

August is named after Augustus Caesar and was
fixed in its current position when Pope Gregory
adopted a suggestion for calendrical reform in
October 1582. To correct the accumulated
anomalies of nearly 1600 years, which saw
Easter drifting into the summer, that year lost ten
days! We owe to Pope Gregory the fact that
there was no leap year in 2000.

The Islamic calendar, of which Ramadan is the
ninth month, consists of twelve purely lunar
months and a year is usually 254 days. This is
why Ramadan moves forward when compared
against the Gregorian (Christian) and Hebrew
calendars, something which means the fast can
become very difficult for Muslims in countries
further away from the equator. The origins of the
Islamic calendar pre-date Islam itself, and owe
something to the pre-existing Hebrew calendar.

Islamic years started to be counted in 4398 (by
the Hebrew calendar or 638 CE), which became
the year 17 AH (years after the Hijra, when
Mohammed moved from Mecca to Medina).

The Jewish calendar alone is based on three
astronomical phenomena: the rotation of the
Earth about its axis (a day); the revolution of the
moon about the Earth (a month); and the
revolution of the Earth about the sun (a year). In
the fourth century CE, Hillel II established a fixed
calendar based on mathematical and
astronomical calculations. This calendar, still in
use, standardized the length of months and the
addition of months over the course of a 19 year
cycle, so that the lunar calendar realigns with
the solar years.

This is why my colleague says that Christmas is
early! It’s all a matter of perspective – as the
saying goes “Your point of view depends upon
your viewing point.” So September comes early
this year, and Rosh Hashanah is still on the 1st
day of the seventh month, Tishri, just as it has
been since before other calendars began. We
can be proud of our predecessors and the
cleverness of their scientific work. We can also
resolve this year to look at the world from a
clearer Jewish perspective, refined by our time
praying together at the High Holy Days, so that
we add a moral and progressive voice in
shaping the future. Whilst we improve the quality
of our perspective, we also have a duty to
improve our willingness to accept that other
perspectives are valid, too. There are many rich
heritages in this world, and I, for one, thank God
that we don’t all see everything the same way.

L’shanah tovah umetukah – Lyn and the family
join me in wishing you all a good 5772. May it
be sweeter because of the diverse perspectives
around us.

Richard Jacobi
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Calendars, Years and Perspectives

PPPPP - Proper Preparation Promotes Penitential Prayer
Torah Breakfast - Saturday 10th September, 9:15 am

Food for the mind and the stomach

We're in Ellul, which is the month of preparation for the High Holy Days. 
In this Shabbat's Torah portion, Judah shows he has repented of the actions of his youth. 

What might we learn from Judah 18 days ahead of Rosh Hashanah?



HIGH HOLY DAY TICKETS FOR NON-MEMBERS

Please ensure you bring your ticket to all High Holy Day Services.  Admission is by ticket only.

A limited number of tickets will be available, as usual, for non-members (£25 per ticket) and relatives of
members (£20 per ticket).  Please complete the slip below as soon as possible and sent it with payment to
the Treasurer, who is responsible for the issue of all High Holy Day tickets.

To:  Hon Treasurer,
c/o Woodford Liberal Synagogue, Marlborough Road, South Woodford, London, E18 1AR

I require _______ High Holy Day ticket(s) and enclose a cheque made payable to Woodford Liberal
Synagogue in the sum of £ __________ in payment.  Please send tickets to:

Name :

Address: 

Postcode:

Please state the name(s) of the person(s) who will use the ticket(s):

MEMORIAL SERVICE ON DAY OF ATONEMENT

Please submit the names you wish to be read at the Memorial Service that have NOT been included in
previous years.  Any names contained in the list last year will automatically be included in the service and do
not need to be sent again. PLEASE NOTE THAT ANY NEW ENTRIES WILL NEED TO REACH THE
ADMINISTRATOR BY 23rd SEPTEMBER. A list of names will be available for viewing on Rosh Hashanah
for checking, but it will not be possible to add names on Yom Kippur.

Please post replies to Woodford Liberal Synagogue, Marlborough Road, London, E18 1AR or e-mail
info@woodfordliberal.org.uk.

Your name: 

NAME(S) TO BE READ: 
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HHD non-member tickets & names for Memorial Service
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Tempus Fugit

I am writing this in late
July – the temperature is
starting to climb and it
looks like summer is
finally arriving – but I
know you will not read
this until September.  
It seems to me that we
spend more and more of
our time looking ahead
to the next ‘event’.

School holidays are about to start – so naturally
the shops are full of school wear and the
essentials necessary for the day when kids will
go back to school.  Two of our biggest
department stores have already opened their
Christmas shops!  So it seems that ‘time flies’
ever faster as the years pass, when do we ever
get the chance to stop to enjoy the now?

In the Jewish calendar the arrival of summer
means it is time to start thinking of the
upcoming High Holy Days – no doubt featured
elsewhere in this issue of Bimah.  Council at
WLS has deliberated on what charities to
support for the Kol Nidre appeals.  This year will
ask you to support myisrael and the London
Centre for Children with Cerebral Palsy – as
well as our annual appeal for the restoration of
the WLS Torah Scrolls.

myisrael is a new UK charity acting as an
umbrella appeal for 18 charities in Israel, each
doing amazing work, each desperate for funds
and each virtually unknown in the UK.  Since its
launch in March 2008, funds donated through
myisrael have touched the lives of more than
2,000 vulnerable children and adults across
Israel.  The overheads of myisrael are funded by
a handful of specific donations so they promise
that 100% of donations go directly to the
charities they represent.

The London Centre for Children with Cerebral
Palsy was first established as The Hornsey
Trust for Handicapped Children in 1963 by Peter
Rigby, then Mayor of Hornsey, and latterly
became The Hornsey Trust for Children with
Cerebral Palsy.  Its aim initially was to provide
education, training and leisure activities for
people with learning difficulties. The London
Centre for Children with Cerebral Palsy aims to
inspire children with cerebral palsy to develop

independence, confidence and self-esteem and
to achieve their full potential. It will strive
towards its vision by developing and
maintaining a reputation as a centre of
excellence which delivers high quality,
pioneering, specialist education services to
children with cerebral palsy and their families
from across the London region

WLS relies on a small cadre of hard working
volunteers, who come together to support
communal events throughout the year and are
now being mobilised by our R&P committee to
make sure that all of the Woodford community
can come together to share the High Holydays.
I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of
the officers and council, to say thank you to all
our volunteers.  We know how much we rely on
you to help out; we also recognise that
Woodford would not function without your
willingness to give so much back to the
community.  I would therefore like to make an
appeal to all of you as members of WLS – and
ask that you volunteer some of your time to help
our community.  

There are plenty of opportunities for you to get
involved – but since we are always looking
forwards to the next big event, perhaps we
should think about one particular once in a
lifetime event that is fast approaching.  We are
now less that a year away from the London
Olympics and the main Olympic site is on our
doorstep.  Woodford is the nearest Liberal
Synagogue to the Olympic park – we need to
think about what this means for us as a
community and what we can do to help
welcome the worldwide Jewish community
coming to London in a year’s time.  We should
also be thinking about how we as a community
can collectively celebrate this unique occasion.
The sooner we start to think about it, and the
more people we have to help out, the more we
can do as a community to commemorate “our”
Olympics – so please let me, any member of
council, or the office know if you are willing to
help celebrate the Woodford Jewish Olympiad.

Wishing you a happy Yom Tov and well over the
fast –

Bob



On Saturday 30th July I had my Bat Mitzvah. 
I have to say it was one of the best days of my
life. Everybody helped make it so special. 

I enjoyed every minute of it from taking the first
part of the service, to reading my Torah portion.
Even when the emotion started to flow, it just
made the day more memorable.

My portion was about the Pharaoh's dreams, in
which a very nervous Joseph came to interpret
for him. In my D'vor Torah I mentioned that I
knew exactly how
Joseph and the
other people in the
story felt. I was as
nervous as all the
characters were,
and struggled to
believe I had the
confidence to
complete my Bat
Mitzvah. Well how
wrong was I! This
learning curve has
given me so much
confidence now, 

I sometimes don't recognise myself!

I must thank my family and my fiance Karl for
their continued support,to Rabbi Richard for
helping me every step of the way and never
letting me give up. To Tina for giving me so
much of her time. I must also thank my study
buddies who always believed that I would be 
on that Bimah even when I was adamant that it
would never happen! We have all had our
special day and are carrying on our classes

because we all
enjoy it so much.
Maybe you should
think about joining
us, even if you
dont want to do
your Bar/Bat
mitzvah. The
discussions are
lively and thought
provoking and the
cakes are great!

Jo Ludwin
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Leah and Josh – the next two in line...

My name is Leah and I
have been going to
Cheder since I was four
years old and have always
enjoyed it. 

I will be having my Bat
Mitzvah in October and I
am really looking forward
to it! Leigh and Nathan
have been teaching me to

read, sing and get a good understanding of my
portion.

My portion is the very beginning of the Torah
(Genesis chapter one, verses 1 to 13) when God
starts to create the earth.

For my Tzedakah project I am helping out at the
Friendship Club and will be sure to carry on
with it in the future as I enjoy helping out. 

In my spare time I love painting and I also go to
dance class every week.

Leah Simmons

Hi! I'm Josh and I'm nearly
13. My Barmitzvah is
coming up on 15 October
and I'm hoping it will go
very well. My portion starts
with when Joseph went to
bury his father, which is
quite a coincidence for two
reasons. Firstly, I was in
the musical show 'Joseph'

a few weeks before I found out what the portion
was on 15 October. The second coincidence is
that my dad is the synagogue's burial secretary
... but I'm not looking to bury him yet!

As part of my Tzedakah project, I will be running
a 5km race for charity and I've persuaded my
family to run with me. I'm not sure that they will
all be able to keep up but it's nice that they will
be there with me. 

I'm looking forward to my Barmitzvah and hope
to see lots of my family and friends watch me
reading from the Torah.

Josh Hurst

Jo Ludwin’s Special Day



Jenny Sclaire  Having done my Bat Mitzvah this
year and enjoyed the discussions we have at the
‘Study Buddy ‘group, I still question myself; why I, as
a woman, personally feel uncomfortable wearing a
tallit.  I did grow up in an orthodox congregation
where obviously women did not take part in the ritual
life of the synagogue, but I have been a Liberal Jew
for over 20 years now, so why this one particular
hang up?  I really do not know but it is something 
I keep questioning myself about.  Why if I love the
way in which Liberal Judaism is all inclusive and that 
I have an equal voice, do I feel at odds with the
wearing of the tallit.

When preparing for my Bat Mitzvah, I discussed with
Rabbi Richard about my feelings and did not really
want to wear the tallit, but agreed to wear one for the
reading of my portion.   At this time very dear friends
wanted to buy me one of those beautiful tallits as a
present but I stopped them as I felt I would never
wear it again. I borrowed my friend Tina Gold’s tallit
on the day.

I do notice that not many women in our congregation
wear the tallit or kippot, so maybe my problem is that 
I do not want to ‘stick out’. Could I be listening to
members of my family and friends who still feel that the
wearing of the tallit by women, are just not right?
Maybe the simple answer is that I feel  I do not have to
wear the tallit to observe  my religion.

I asked some of my Study Buddies, who enjoy wearing
their tallits, to write how they personally feel. 
I would be really interested to hear from anyone who
would like to express an opinion on this subject.

Alice Wilcock  I started wearing a tallit as a
young  woman in the late eighties as a consciously
feminist gesture. My mother also wore a tallit and we
used to sit together, causing much comment in the
LJS at the time. I was attending some feminist
classes at Leo Baeck and I felt that I wanted to wear
a tallit to express my right to equality and to access
Judaism in the same way as a man. When I lived in
Spain for a while, my tallit was a way of connecting
myself with prayer in my home, and making me feel
spiritually connected with my prayer. When I grew
older I stopped wearing a tallit. It just seemed a bit
too much in terms of an “in your face” statement .

When Richard mentioned the women of the wall
movement, and asked us to wear our tallitot one
week as a sign of solidarity, and as I  became
involved in service leading, I gradually began
wearing my tallit more and more. I found I loved
wearing it again – feeling the weight of the
cloth, the feeling of the fringes, and the ritual of
putting it on – a visible distinction between the
state of not being in prayer and then entering
the state of prayerfulness. And so now I am
wearing it regularly for services again – having
come full circle I suppose!

Tina Gold  When growing up, my only involvement
in Judaism was from an orthodox point of view. My
own family did not attend Shul regularly, but I would
go with my friends on High Holydays and follow what
everyone else did.

Coming to a Liberal Shul gave me a whole different
outlook on my religion, the customs I had learnt and
come to accept without question. I didn’t know why,
but according to what I had been told, only men wore
Tallit and I didn’t think anything of that.

Over the 23 years I have been a member of WLS, 
I have enjoyed the inclusion I have been allowed and
been grateful to be able to join in fully wherever I have
wanted to. The question of asking women to wear Tallit
on the Bimah has come up many times as WLS always
aspires to equality.

I was never comfortable with the idea, partly due to old
indoctrinations and because I didn’t feel I had earned
the right as I had not gone to Cheder as a child or been
Bat Mitzvah.

On the occasion of my adult Bat Mitzvah last year, 
I wore a Tallit for the first time. I felt  as if I was wrapped
in my faith. I now feel totally comfortable wearing my
Tallit and actually incomplete without it. I think the
process of studying for and achieving my Bat Mitzvah
changed my outlook.

I still think this is a very personal part of Judaism and
the decision should still lay with each individual and
how they feel. As for me, I feel a great sense of pride
and belonging and finally fully part of my faith.

Leigh Baruch  Since becoming a member of
Woodford Liberal Synagogue I have enjoyed coming
to services. In the Orthodox tradition I grew up in I
always felt it was shame that men were able to wear
a Tallit and the women didn’t. When I was
approached by Rabbi Richard Jacobi to be Bat
Mitzvah I knew I would be required to read from the
Torah, what I didn’t realize that I would also be
required to wear a tallit. 

On the day of my Bat Mitzvah, standing at the Bimah
wearing my tallit, I felt so proud. I had discovered a
whole range of Tallit that were available purely for
women. I spent ages looking at all the different
designs but once I saw the one I bought (the four

matriarchs) it just felt right for me. To me
wearing the Tallit gives me a special sense of
pride and comfort. I feel it enables me to pray
with sincerity. The tallit to me is special. It
doesn’t matter what I’m wearing underneath,
as the moment I put it on I feel transformed
and ready to pray, I feel more spiritual, more
connected to G-d.  It is so nice to see more
women wearing their tallit in Shul.  I hope
that everyone feels the same way and that
the young girls who in the process of
becoming Bat Mitzvah will also feel this way
one day.  
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Women and the wearing of Tallit – 4 views 



7

In early July I attended a packed meeting at the
Redbridge JCC which advertised itself as the
first of a series of talks regarding Israeli
advocacy, entitled Israel: Answering the Tough
Questions.  Guest speakers included the Israeli
Embassy Press Attache, Amir Ofek; Redbridge
MP Lee Scott, and Jon Benjamin, Executive
Director of the Board of Deputies.

As a member of Council, I felt interested and
motivated to learn more about how to be an
advocate for Israel, particularly at a time when
there are increasing voices in the British media
which are attempting to subtlety, and sometimes
not so subtlety, de-legitimise Israel.  It often
feels like the Palestinian narrative is presented
uncritically – at the expense of the Israeli
perspective.  We often hear complaints in
Jewish circles that there’s a lack of balance in
reporting of the Middle East news, and that any
positive news stories in the region are ignored. 

It was interesting that the Israeli member of the
panel felt that, taken as a whole, the British
broadsheet press wasn't particularly biased
against Israel, and that the impression of bias
was often an emotionally driven reaction.

Nevertheless, Lee Scott and the other panellists
all agreed that the British press were responsive
to public opinion, and that letter writing to
papers and news outlets was an effective and
under-used means of countering biased
reporting.   Lee Scott also advocated extending
this approach to TV, Radio, and Internet media
outlets like the BBC – an influential institution
which Israel’s supporters often accuse of
harbouring an anti-Israel agenda.

On the topic of influencing our representatives in
Parliament, Lee Scott explained that a very
effective way of getting an MP’s attention and
influencing them is through their post bag.  But
he emphasised that original letters are the way
to make a real impact - not identical template
letters, which are more easily ignored.

In addition to claims of press bias, there are
complaints of under-reporting of progress in the
region.  For instance, you rarely hear or read in
the mainstream media about the economic
growth in the Palestinian administered territories,
supported by Israeli efforts, working with the
Diplomatic Quartet, to reduce the number of
checkpoints and limit their effect on the daily
lives of the Palestinians.  Or the cooperation
between Israel and the Palestinian Authority

security forces which has resulted in a reduction
in violence coming out of the West Bank.  These
are all important steps to build the foundations
for self-sufficient and functioning Palestinian
institutions on the road to a final agreement.

A questioner in the meeting audience asked
about the settlements as an obstacle to peace,
and why the moratorium on construction was
lifted.  The answer given was that there hasn’t
been any building of new settlements recently
but rather predominantly the expansion of
existing ones to accommodate the high birth
rate in a number of existing settlements.   He
put the settlements in context by saying that
Israel was open to a land for peace swap with
the Palestinians, but that at the moment the
perception across much of Israel, including the
left, is that there is no Palestinian partner for a
comprehensive peace deal, and that the
Palestinian side is currently unwilling to engage
in direct negotiations.   

The mood of the meeting was lively and overall
it was upbeat, despite frustrations about the
current impasse on the road to a final peace
settlement with the Palestinians.  There was an
encouraging sense that we all can play a part in
trying to ensure that Israel is given a fair hearing
in the press in Britain, to counter falsehoods and
distortions that too often go unchallenged, and
that along the way we can gain allies and
counter unfair prejudices which often play into
the continuation of the conflict.  No one is under
any illusions that Israel's conduct is always
perfect in every way.  What country can claim
that?  But Israel should be judged fairly by the
same standards applied to other nations.

My final take away from the meeting was literally
a take away - a copy of the BICOM book called
Israel: Frequently Asked Questions.  BICOM is
the Britain Israel Communications & Research
Centre.  I found the small paperback very fair
minded and a useful introduction to help explain
the history of modern Israel and the conflict with
the Palestinians and surrounding Arab states.  It
answers many questions, and its explanations
help counter much of the ill-informed
stereotypes about Israel that are too prevalent in
the media.  I recommend it.  The BICOM
website is also a useful resource, and can be
found at: http://www.bicom.org.uk/ 

Dan Janoff

Israel – answering the tough questions
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Prince of Wales visits Nightingale
to open new dementia unit
On July 6th, Nightingale had a very special visitor. After
visiting the south London home in 1976, Prince Charles,
The Prince of Wales returned to open the Wohl Wing, a
state-of-the-art new dementia care unit, named in
memory of Maurice and Vivienne Wohl.   

Nightingale provides nursing and residential care, with
the largest part of the care provision for those residents
who have dementia. According to the Department of
Health, more than 750,000 people in the UK currently
live with dementia and this number is expected to
double in the next 30 years. Two thirds of Nightingale’s
residents have some form of dementia, a figure which is
in line with the rest of the care sector. 

With this in mind, in 2010, Nightingale embarked upon
an ambitious building project to provide a facility
specifically for residents who have dementia. The project
will enable residents to benefit not only from a new
state-of-the-art purpose built facility but also a person-
centred model of care which is being developed in
conjunction with the Dementia Centre at the University
of Bradford. The Wohl Wing will accommodate 40 older
people with dementia and September 2011 will see the
first residents moving into their new home. The new
facility will provide the very best care for residents
including a reminiscence kitchen, activities rooms and a
beautiful garden which features walking routes and
seating areas as well as special reminiscent features
including a Morris Minor Car and a red telephone box.

Together with the architects and design team,
Nightingale has paid enormous attention to the design in

order to ensure that every single aspect of the Wohl
Wing will provide a model for dementia care within the
Jewish community. Alongside private ensuite rooms, the
building has clear, well lit pathways and communal
activity areas. Special attention has been paid to colour
schemes, fabrics, artwork, lighting and signage, to
ensure the wing provides a reassuring environment for
people with dementia. 

While at Nightingale, The Prince toured the new wing
and unveiled a plaque to commemorate the day. He
spent much of his visit speaking with residents, staff,
volunteers, trustees and supporters of Nightingale.

If you would like to visit the Wohl Wing and all of
Nightingale’s facilities, please contact Sally Miller 
at sallymiller@nightingale.org.uk or telephone 
020 8673 3495.

Resident Ruth Cooke with Nightingale chairman 
Harvey Rosenblatt and the Prince of Wales
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Woodford-in-Touch – MORE VOLUNTEERS PLEASE!!

Back in December 2009 Richard initiated a new group within our community, called
Woodford-in-Touch. This is a group of volunteers made up of Synagogue members who, on
a regular basis, telephone other Synagogue members who may need support in certain
areas. They may live alone, care for their spouse, or perhaps have a long term illness, etc.

Anyway, we are now looking to expand the group further. We would like to introduce a
Hospital Visiting Service. We are seeking a new set of volunteers to help out with this.
Initially Richard will meet up with any interested parties, but from thereafter little input would
be required other than the hospital visits.

If you are interested, or would like to talk to Richard for further information, please contact
the Shul office, speak to Donna, or leave a message accordingly.

YOUR SYNAGOGUE NEEDS YOU!
Thank you,

Merle Muswell

Council has asked me to chair a new events committee. Its remit will be to raise money for the
Synagogue and also to organize social events. I want this to be both enjoyable and rewarding for
all concerned.

As you know, over the last 18 months we have had some huge successes, such as the summer
fete, barbecue, a barn dance and the dinner dance, all of which have been great social
occasions but have also been fundraisers.

Unlike WLS’ previous fundraising committees, I am intending  to co-ordinate various events,
each of which will be run by it’s own group of people rather than one committee being
responsible for everything. 

If you have any ideas for social or fundraising activities, or would like to put your name down to
help with any, please contact me on 020 8500 6335 or by e-mail dgold@dsl.pipex.com  

David Gold

Events Committee
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Back to the Past – once more

This was not the first time I had been invited to
Mannheim, whence I fled in 1939. But now I
accepted. The 8-hour journey was by Eurostar
and Deutsche Bahn. The Lord Mayor’s
representative awaited us at our very own
carriage to take us and our luggage to the
waiting taxi and our modern hotel, where
members of the London Philharmonia happened
also to be staying. Next morning there was a
welcome and briefing meeting on the 10-day
programme. The several city officials, who briefly
touched on their fathers’ terrible misdeeds, all
maintain excellent relations with Israel. We were
addressed by two separate Protestant
organisations, actively
engaged in cultivating
convivial relations
between Christians and
Jews, and with this
objective devote much
time, effort and funds on
this, as we were
privileged to witness.
Mannheim City is twinned
with Haifa, with regular
interchange between
students and staff of both
universities. A film
introduced the city, which
prides itself on its late
citizen Carl Benz, inventor
of the first motor car – the
Mercedes. Among other
firsts and inventions is the
(wooden) bicycle, created
in 1816, and the city
where Mozart founded an
academy of music. Here,
too, the laboratories of
Roche Diagnostics are
working on drugs which
could prolong human life. It is also the city
which, in WWII, shamelessly used Jewish slave
labour in its several factories, and transported
them to the death camps when they could work
no more. The present high numbers of, mainly
Turkish, immigrants are well integrated.

Apart fro myself there were 3 invitees from
Israel, one of whom was a retired destroyer
captain in the Israel navy, and another from New

York, all formerly from Mannheim. Each was
allowed a relative or friend as escort. I was
accompanied by my daughter Carol. She
became my eyes and ears with excellent
orientation to enable our progress from A to B,
thus avoiding being run over by the never-
ending trams continually criss-crossing most
parts of the city. We managed to wend our ways
around the pavements shared by pedestrians
and cyclists. She relayed to me in English what
was said to me in German!

After brief introductions, we explored the Jewish
Community Centre. Following a Friday night
service in the huge synagogue, there was a

special Oneg in our
honour with an
extensive dinner and
about 200 people
attending, 5 seated at
each round table. The
hall can seat 360
persons. The
synagogue is the
largest I have ever
seen. It is set well back
within its own large
square. The original
shul, in whose
immediate area the
present was built, had
adopted certain
church-like
architectonic features,
to demonstrate the
community’s
assimilation attempts.
How futile that proved!
The new one is not
dissimilar. Its
cavernous interior has

many rooms and two halls, the largest of which
hosts Jewish and Muslim weddings. In its foyer
relics, artefacts, prayer books, historical
documents and silverware, which survived the
destruction of Kristallnacht, plunder and
subsequent war bombardment, are on show.
This includes a document listing valuables,
jewellery and radios which had to be ‘donated’
to non-Jews just before deportation. A glass
cabinet displays the former synagogue’s original
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Torah shrine curtain dating to 1878, which I
knew as a child. A gallery extends over the
entire area of the upper floor. The building can
accommodate several hundred people. The
ornate domed ceiling with the Star of David in
leaded glass dominates the whole. The few
attending worshippers made the space seem
even larger. Fooled by the shul’s grandeur, I
imagined a wealthy congregation. However, the
German state and the city administration funded
the project. 

The community consists of 500 members,
mostly of East European origin. To avoid cultural
clashes between Orthodox and Liberal
worshippers, a ‘unified’ community was
established. There is also a mikve. A social
surgery is in place to deal with any problems
brought by members. Other volunteers take
turns in maintaining a happy and viable
congregation. Currently there is no rabbi. The
entire service is sung in Hebrew by a cantor. I
was unable to follow any of it. No German was
spoken, the prayer books had no translation,
there was no ma tovu, no sermon, no yahrzeit.
The order of service was totally at variance with
ours, the cantor facing the aron hakodesh
throughout, except at the end of the service,
when ‘facing towards Jerusalem’. The shulchan
occupies central position. Up to 8 people
alternated on the bimah, while the cantor sang
the parasha. The Torah was repeatedly opened
and rolled up again.

I was the only one of our group to also attend
the nearly 2-hour Shabbat morning (but not the
cooked lunch that followed), as well as the next
Friday evening service. German Christian
strangers on a special cultural tour also
attended and seemed to be more familiar with
the routine than I. Two women board members,
as well as the city’s sole Jewish, Moroccan-
born, teacher (who has 18 pupils) participated in
some of the city’s organised events for us.

On the first Saturday evening each of our group
was invited to dinner by 5 individual Christian
families, members of the German-Israel Society,
who collected us from the hotel.

We visited two 6th forms, at which I and the 4
other guests addressed the children.
Contemporary witnesses are now used to
educate young people about the past. I had
previously performed this function in other cities.
During question time we enjoyed coffee and
professional-looking and tasting cakes and

gateaux, specially baked by the children. Our
own particular table of 6 children comprised 3
Turkish, 2 Polish and one Romanian, none
having two german parents. There is a
stolperstein (stumbling block) which is a brass
plaque in the pavement outside one of the
schools, commemorating the life of my revered
English teacher, who committed suicide on the
eve of her deportation to Gurs concentration
camp, having already packed her suitcase to go.
I was presented with a CD and a 10-page write-
up about her. There are many of these brass
pavement slabs throughout Germany,
commemorating Holocaust victims or
institutions, including one with the names of my
parents on the pavement outside the house they
last lived in. Some streets have also been
renamed to remember former persecuted
citizens. It is ironic that Hitler’s legacy is to have
Jews honoured throughout the country.

A day’s visit to a magnificent palace was
arranged by the Society for Christian-Jewish
Collaboration, established in 1993. Here we
were treated to a superb lunch with wine and
still sufficiently sober to appreciate the
Versailles-like gardens. The Christian
organisations funded many of these events.
Taxis or a people carrier always conveyed to us
to all destinations and we could choose
whatever we wanted from the menu, no matter
what the cost. An Iraqi chauffeur was shocked
the former Israeli captain did not regard
Germany as his homeland, maintaining where
one lived as a child will always remain one’s
heimat ! We toured the city, culminating in a visit
to the old Jewish cemetery on its outskirts. In
1939 my father helped the community to transfer
to it those few gravestones that had escaped
desecration at the new cemetery. Also he
assisted in the building of a mikve. By then
deprived of his business, he had also to work
with a construction firm to replace tiles on
sections of the roof of Mannheim’s large Palace,
part of which is now a university. Never having
touched any tool, all this must have been hard
and strange for him. I know his hands became
very damaged. The mikve was destroyed by the
Nazis, and the palace bombed by the Americans
in 1943, but has since been restored.

At a champagne party we were officially
received by the Lord Mayor and other
dignitaries. A splendid dinner in the revolving
restaurant of the city’s telecommunications

(continued on page 12)



12

tower, affording a panoramic view over the city,
its environs and the rivers Rhine and Neckar,
followed. A psychiatrist, who is also a politician,
was at my table. Next day he delivered a
charming letter and a small present for me to 
the hotel. This was, I hope, in response to our
pleasant conversation, not for me to register 
as a patient!

The Jewish community invited us to a coffee
and cake afternoon with musical entertainment.
A highlight was a visit to Speyer on the Rhine
and its magnificent cathedral. The mayoral office
thoughtfully chose this destination for its history.
From 1084 its Jewish citizens had at different
times received protection and privileges from the
bishop in return for high taxes to  him. At other
times they were persecuted and suffered under
several crusades, as well as a pestilence
pogrom in 1349. Since 1996 there are again
some Jews, mainly from eastern Europe. One
Jewish couple remained undetected by the nazis
and survived to old age. The rest were
exterminated or fled. We saw the remains of the
ancient synagogue and large underground
mikve. History records a former learned Jewish
community, whereas the locals were said to be
largely ignorant, resulting in jealousy and friction.

We also enjoyed free time for private
exploration. Nearby Heidelberg, its ancient
castle, quaint streets and café life was still as
charming as in my youth, as well as Mannheim’s
own several beautifully designed parks. Carol
and I also planned to view one of the largest
mosques in Germany, but it was not open to the
public. Noting our disappointment, the baker
who had a shop adjacent to it (and was
probably its caretaker), beckoned us over for a
private tour through its lavishly carpeted and
ornamented three floors, which can hold 2,000
worshippers.

On our final day we partook of yet another grand
lunch by the river. The generosity, warmth and
courtesy accorded to us by all concerned, could
not be equalled. No effort was spared, no matter
what the cost. When one of the young city
officials noticed I was hard of hearing, he
brought along his personal headphones and
amplification system for excursions and
meetings. I complimented the Christian
chairman’s wife on the famous German
thoroughness with which everything had been
accomplished. She countered it would have
been far better had her country been less

efficient. It was obvious what she meant. All
those we met were sincerely contrite about, and
ashamed of, the deeds of their forbears; this
was genuine. However, it must not be assumed
this is so in all towns. It just so happens this city
has excellent moral leadership and its several
Christian societies actively devote their time,
energy and money in trying to create a more
tolerant society. The chairman of one of them,
whose retirement from employment coincided
with our stay, told me he would now be able to
devote even more time and effort to this
endeavour. I have since received a thank-you
letter from the Lord Mayor.

Before our departure our group of five arranged
for 25 trees to be planted on Mount Carmel to
commemorate this successful event.

On the outward journey, in Paris, being
confronted by long, steep metal steps down to
the station, three young Chinese girls
spontaneously carried our baggage. On our
return we attempted to carry it up ourselves,
when a North African grabbed it from us. As I
thanked him, he produced a petition, allegedly
for deaf mutes, demanding money. Two
gendarmes ensured his departure.

Alice Alexander

June or October 2012 
£450 approximately per person 

Temperatures similar to England

THINGS TO DO 
• Jewish museum and quarter 
• Trip to Terezin 
• Prague Castle and old city!!!

WLS is the proud possessor of one of the 
Czech Memorial Scrolls. Come with us to 
learn about the story of the scroll, the 
Jewish communities of the Czech republic, 
and tragedy of the Shoah. 

If you are interested in 
joining this trip, please inform 
Jenny Sclaire on
JenClaire@aol.com
We will run a scheme for 
monthly payment towards.
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On Sunday 31st July I went with the rest of my
Kabbalat Torah group and some of our parents
to the Jewish Museum in Camden, which
Richard had organised for us. 

The museum was divided into three sections.
The first section was dedicated to Jewish
Entertainers which I found to be very interesting
as there were some names mentioned that I did
not realise were Jewish. I love watching the
Carry On movies and after discovering that Sid
James was Jewish I view his appearances in a
new light. Of course it was sad to see that the
picture of Amy Winehouse ws now accompanied
by a little plaque that gave her date of birth and
death.

The next section was devoted to the Holocaust
and had many photographs and testimonies
from survivors of the camps. There were a

number of survivors featured who I know
personally as my Zidda was a survivor and he is
in a number of photos on display. I found the
footage shown of the survivors talking about
their experiences to be moving.

The last section focused on everyday Jewish
life. There was a display of a Sabbath table in a
mock up house together with other items found
in most Jewish homes. There was also an Ark
that was very ornate.

After the museum we went and had tea and
spent some time reflecting on what we had seen
at the museum and also talking about our
upcoming trip to Berlin.

It was an informative as well as a fun trip.

Ben Permutt

Kabbalat Torah trip to the Jewish Museum 

At the end of July, Rabbi Richard and Abigail
accompanied the KT trip to the Jewish Museum 
in Camden.  The museum is situated a little way
from the Camden markets, the area of Camden 
I know best!  My first reaction to the museum 
was that it was very modern and had the feel of 
Yad VaShem, the holocaust memorial museum 
in Israel. 

The top floor of the museum has a special
exhibition about famous Jewish people in the
entertainment business.   I found this exhibition
the most interesting part of the museum because
I am a keen musician myself and to see other
famous Jewish violinists and musicians was very
inspiring.

I think that the holocaust section of the museum
was laid out in such a way that the message of
what happened in those fateful years was
conveyed so everyone of any age could under-
stand it. By following the particular story of how
one man and his family had been affected we
could try to feel how they lived.

The section showing Jewish religious customs
was really interesting and there were traditional
clothing items to look at and try on.

I feel a trip to the museum would be very
beneficial for anyone who wants to learn about
Judaism, the origins of Judaism or anything to do
with Jewish history. 

There is a café in the Museum, but as it was
closing as we were finishing our visit, we all
stopped for tea and cake in a great little tea shop
around the corner.

Carmel Charles 
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Kadriye Garden of Religions 

Recently, while
staying at one of
the numerous resort
hotels on the
Mediterranean
coast of Antalya in
Turkey, we took the
local bus service to
visit the nearby
town of Kadriye.
On the way into
town, on the main
road between
Kadriye and Belek,
we noticed three
buildings sitting
together within a
shared garden area.
They were all
similar in
architectural style,
although of different
size, but each has
distinguishing
features reflecting
their different usage
as a Mosque, a
Church and a
Synagogue.

A minaret stands
tall on one side of
the plain white
Mosque.  The
church features a
bell tower with a
cross on its top.
One side of the
Synagogue features
a large window in
the shape of a Star
of David.  This is
visible on the left of the buildings in this picture
below.

We were unable to find out any more information
about the three buildings where we were staying
and therefore we were unable to arrange a visit.
So once back in the UK, I decided to find out
more using the internet.  I soon discovered that
these “Garden of Religions” were formally
opened by the Turkish Prime Minister in
December 2004.  The site was designed to

promote religious
freedom and
tolerance.  The
gardens are a
popular place for
local weddings and
during the summer
months services
are offered in the
places of worship.
The gardens are
seen as proof that
everyone
regardless of
religion, race and
language is
welcome to visit
the area.  

It is a shame that
all of this is not
more widely
promoted to tourist
by relevant tourism
authorities - a
point mentioned 
by a number of
websites and blogs
doing their best to
do promote the
Gardens of
Religion.  Had I
known that they
were open all
round, and that
visitors are
encouraged to
wander through
not only gardens
but the buildings
too, I would have
hired a taxi to take

me there.  Instead of visiting a synagogue in a
most unusual setting, all I can do is look at
pictures on the internet, which is a shame
because it looks like a nice place to stop 
for a while.

Bob Kamall

Pic 1: typical Kadriye bus - photographed by Bob Kamall

Pic 2: www.zirveinvest.com/Belek/bilder/dinlerbahce.jpg

Pic 3: antalya-magnificent-city.blogspot.com/2011/04/
antalya-belek-garden-of-religions.html

1

2

3



15

Alice’s Ba’alei Tefillah 

I have just been lucky enough to graduate from the
Ba’alei Tefillah (leader of prayer) programme, that LJ
has run this past year. Richard was one of the Rabbis
responsible for developing the course and delivering
it, and as my sponsoring rabbi he also played a
massive role in supporting me and challenging me in
my practice.

The programme is designed to help develop the lay
leadership within communities so that they can be
more confident in leading their communities in
prayers and services. The course launch came at a
perfect time for me, as I had just started leading
services at Woodford, and so the chance to have
some structured learning support was fantastic. We
were a group from all over London and the South-
East (plus Suffolk!). The course was mostly modular
distance learning, with some written assignment and
some face to face meetings, including a wonderful
residential in January where we all got together  and
really explored our practice.

The course has been fascinating for so many
reasons. It went through some history and
background to the liturgy as well as making  us
consider the nuts and bolts of service leading – the
practical aspects of voice projection, stage
management, song selection  and writing and
preparing d’var torah.

As well as the written work and learning we were also
required to do practical work in terms of leading or

co-leading services and some of you may have
attended services where I have been fulfilling this
role. Doing something new is always challenging and
nerve-wracking, and one of the things that has really
helped me has been the positive support of everyone
at Woodford. Even when things haven’t gone entirely
to plan, you have all been wonderful about it and 
I owe you all a big thank you for that.

During the course I have made a lot of fantastic
friends, particularly from NLPJS, who have been my
study buddies, and of course I have also joined the
Woodford study buddies, who have welcomed me
warmly, which is much appreciated. I feel that I have
learnt so much in the last few months, and that this
has connected me with my belief and my practice in
a way that is deeply rewarding and enriching. I have
read from the Torah twice now, which is something I
never imagined I would be doing this time last year,
and which means so much to me. Without the
programme (and Richard!) pushing me on, I know
that I wouldn’t have attempt this, and I am so glad
that I did. 

I may have graduated now but I am very aware that
this is only the start of my time as a lay leader. I hope
that I have many years ahead of me to carry on
learning and building on the great foundations that I
have now been given. Thank you all for your support
– particularly to Richard!

Alice Wilcock
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Hello.

As you may have heard I moved away from
Woodford at the end of May and I’ve been asked
to update you as to what I’ve been up to in
Exeter for the past two months.

Thanks to one of my flatmates I seem to have
fallen in with a group of postgraduates – mainly
psychology students (make of that what you will).
So far they’ve only made me participate in one of
their experiments but I’ve been told I’m on the
guinea pig mailing list now and will find myself
tested again in future. I’m slightly anxious that I
might end up being the subject of someone’s
thesis at some point but I’ve been told I’m being
egocentric (and as they’re psychologists I
suppose that’s official!).

As the population doubles in the South West
during the summer holidays there is a flood of
activities going on at present – from theatre and
comedy at the Exeter Fringe, to regattas, parades
and music festivals. The most talked-about local
event though is reserved for Guy Fawkes night in
nearby Ottery St Mary where men, women and
even young children run through the crowded
streets at night with flaming barrels of tar on their
back. I’m told the insurance premium is pretty
high, but my concerns that it sounded not
entirely safe were dismissed as symptomatic 
of an attitude that should have been left behind
in London.

The Synagogue in Exeter is the third oldest in the
country (built in 1763 – Plymouth Synagogue was
built the year before and Bevis Marks was the

first sixty one years before that). The community
is quite small and from a widespread area so,
rather than being over-zealous about it, the
building is shared for services by all the local
branches of Judaism – progressive as well as
orthodox; a lesson in infra-faith tolerance that
doesn’t quite seem to have reached London…

My geography has improved no end thanks to
long drives between cities on my trips to court
and I now know where Somerset, Dorset,
Cornwall and Devon are. Oddly the road network
appears to have been designed using only
straight lines, so there is a lot of going from
valleys straight over the top of hills, then back
down again. It’s very fuel-consumptive but gives
car journeys the feel of a rollercoaster journey.

Sadly, I’ve found that the driving here is no better
than it is in Redbridge. I thought other road users
would be more laid back here but I face the same
amount of hooting and cutting up I faced up East
– I think I must just be a bad driver.

Work is fairly similar, although because there is
less pressure on the courts the judges have the
time to be more thorough and things can be a
little more informal – some judges even call
advocates by their first names which would be
unthinkable in London!

All in all it’s been enjoyable living down here and
very busy. The only thing I haven’t got round to
doing is looking round the tourist attractions. 
I think I need an excuse to go, so if you’re ever
in Exeter...

Ben Glassman

Musings from our man in the West Country 

Come and have your hair done 

in my boutique salon

Home visits if requested

All hairdressing services available

including Brazilian Blow-dry

Email: marc_muswell@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 07947 355498 / 

07961 336543

Marc’s Salon
Saks trained hairdresser

Visit my website: www.marcmuswell.co.uk
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Friendship Club
Sunday 11 September, 2–4pm

Please ring :
Harriet (020 8524 4505) 

or Nicola (020 8418 9586)
to book your place to ensure 

we can adequately cater 
Entrance fee: £3.00

A speedy recovery to all who
are unwell at this time

Happy 
Birthday to:

James Peterson * Leah Simmons
Joshua Hurst * Carmel Charles

Alex Dacosta-Fraser
Harry Dacosta-Fraser

Nathan Faber-Baruch * Talia Gee
Dominic Goldstein * Ben Permutt

Jodie Simmons * Katie-Joy Rothstein

Anne Peterson who will be celebrating her
80th birthday, and invites everyone to the
Kiddush on Friday 14th October

Amy, Nick, Izzy & Zack and grandparents
Barbara & Jeffrey Keller on the birth of
Annabel Duck, born 23rd May

Harriet, Russell and the Simmons family, 
on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Leah

Jonny, Nadia and the Hurst family, on the 
Bar Mitzvah of their son Josh

Caroline & Hanan Charles meriting the major
honour of being Kallat Torah and Chatan
Bereishit respectively on Simchat Torah

Sincere
Condolences

Alan Penn & family on the passing of Alan’s
father, Charles Penn

Phil Isaacs & family on the passing of Phil’s
sister-in-law Sandra Zeck

Sydney Myers and Michelle Markham on the
passing of Queenie Myers

ENGLISH
TUTORING

Experienced Head of 
Key Stage 3/4 English 
and AQA Examiner 
available to tutor at all
ages, including GCSE 
and A-Level.

Please contact 
Clare Rothstein 
07779 254 193

The stone setting of Robert Nathan will take
place on Sunday 4 September at 12.30pm at
Western Cemetery, Cheshunt

The stone setting of Barry Gold (David
Gold's brother) will take place on Sunday 
11th September 2011 at 12.30pm at 
Waltham Abbey

Stone Settings
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What’s going on?  
Sue Kaye reviews London’s theatre scene

Crazy for You 
Open Air Theatre 

Regents Park

Going to the Open Air Theatre
in Regents Park is always a
delightful experience and
always says “Summer” to me.
This enchanting musical is a
perfect choice for the
location.

Let’s not worry about the plot
which is, to put it mildly, a bit
thin.  It is just an excuse to
listen to the wonderful music
of George and Ira Gershwin
and enjoy standards like “I got
rhythm” “Someone to watch
over me” and “But not for
me”.

As usual, the sets and
costumes are wonderful and
the whole cast sings and
dances their hearts out.  This
show is pure indulgence and I
had a marvellous evening of
pure enjoyment.

As it was Press Night when I
went, I did a bit of celebrity
spotting.  There were many
famous faces including Judy
Dench, Victoria Wood and
Anne Reid (the first Mrs Ken
Barlow)  It added an extra bit
of fun to a lovely evening.
Go and enjoy yourself.

Journey’s End
Duke of York’s Theatre

Light years away from
Gershwin’s music is France
during the First World War.
Written by RC Sheriff in 1928,
this play has the enduring
power to evoke what must
have been a terrifying time in
the lives of the young men
who went to war.

I’ve seen this play several
times and I am always struck
by the calm acceptance by
the soldiers that they would
go ”over the top” and not
come back.  The portrayal of
the sheer wastefulness of the
war is immensely powerful
and still packs a huge punch
more than 80 years after it
was first written.

This is an extremely fine cast
with James Norton particularly
impressive as Stanhope.  He
is portrayed realistically as a
very complex character as
surely he must have been.
Well worth the price of the
ticket.

Yes Prime Minister
Apollo Theatre

I missed this show when it
was first in London and I was
really excited when it made a
return to the West End.
Written by Antony Jay and
Jonathan Lynn who wrote the
wonderful TV series, it
seemed a natural to be a
huge success.

Sadly, the show was not as
good as I thought it would be.
Whereas the TV series were
extremely funny with great
satirical insights, this was a bit
too near farce for my taste.
The play had been updated to
include MP’s expenses and
other contemporary issues
but I thought it was not as
funny as the original TV
programmes.

Simon Williams and Richard
McCabe work hard and they
had a hard act to follow but
somehow it left me feeling
that the writers should have
done a better job.

Fun but not great sadly. Try
not to compare this play with
the TV series because you will
be disappointed.  I was.
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Having just  returned home after a short holiday
abroad – the Isle of Wight actually – I thought it a
good time to put pen to paper. The I.o.W as it is
known to its friend is small but quite special. The
scenery is spectacular and the little hamlets and
larger coastal resorts are strangely old fashioned. The
island became very popular, for those who could
afford a holiday in Victoria times. The ferry service is
celebrating its 150th anniversary this year. Queen
Victoria and prince Albert made the I.o.W their
holiday retreat and Osborne House which they built
and the gardens and terraces  (remember the film Mrs
Brown) are truly a “must see” place. The house is
really beautiful- opulent of course but with a homely
feel and one can image the horde of princes and
princesses running through it. Queen Victoria died in
Osborne House, having spent much of  her life there.
The other noteworthy ex-resident of the I.o.W was of
course King Charles 1, though as a prisoner in
Carisbroke Castle, his stay was so comfortable.

Back here on the mainland life continues to be very
interesting, with the developing Wessex Liberal
Jewish Community.  In just over a year since Rabbi
Danny Rich came down to address “both Progressive
Houses”, our small Liberal Group has evolved into a
community, in the true sense of the word. Joy and
sadness have been shared and support has been
willingly given. We recently celebrated the first
BarMitzvah with a Liberal service, but sadly also the
first loss of one of our much loved and respected
members. Thinking back over the past fifteen months
or so, much has been achieved. We have celebrated
the High Holidays, had a really excellent Chanucah
and Purim. Our very first communal Seder, so well

attended by members and
friends of all ages was a great
success from every point of view. We
were delighted to have Rabbi Rich lead the Seder.
Sahvout services were held in members houses, the
study session in a big bungalow on Bournemouth,
the following morning service in a small bungalow
(ours) in the “shtetl” of Highcliffe.

We have been very fortunate in being able to
welcome Rabbinic students to lead services and are
really looking forward to having Rabbi Alan Mann with
us again for the High Holidays, his visits during the
year are very much appreciated. Some services are
led   by  community members and Moshe is often
called upon to read and translate Torah. Meanwhile,
we continue to use the “Community Hall” of the
Christchurch Fire Station as our regular “synagogue”
which is very comfortable and quite possibly the
most   secure venue in the UK.

Life in Highcliffe is much the same as in any small
place – a few more empty shops in the one street
village. However we do have new neighbours a young
couple in their 60s. You may have heard that
Highcliffe boasts more residents in their 90s and over
than most other places. Where else would you find in
the lost property section of Sainsbury, such a
selection of walking  sticks!

As the year 5772 is fast approaching may we take this
opportunity to wish Rabbi Richards and his family, all
our manys friends and the community at Woodford
good wishes for the   New Year.

Shalom, Shanah Tovah v’ Kol tov – Ros & Moshe

A few more Views from the Coast 

Cheder Dates up to Chanukah
September: 10 Cheder

17 Cheder Family Service + Tots’ Service
24 Cheder

28 /29 Rosh Hashanah (see ticket for family service

October 1 Cheder

8 No Cheder Yom Kippur (see ticket for family services)
12 Erev Sukkot 5pm onwards
15 Cheder Josh Hurst’s Bar Mitzvah
19 Erev Simchat Torah 6pm onwards
22 No Cheder Leah Simmons’ Bat Mitzva
29 No Cheder

November 5 Cheder
12 Cheder
19 Cheder Family Service + Tots’ Service
26 Cheder

December 3 Cheder
10 Cheder
17 Cheder Family Service  + Tots’ Service
24 No Cheder Chanukah party tbc
31 No Cheder

Cheder Dates up to Chanukah



SCLAIRE
CHIROPODY PARTNERSHIP

HPC Reg. Chiropodists/Podiatrists

We treat all foot and gait problems. 

We also specialise in 

sports injuries and biomechanics.

535 Rainham Road South

Dagenham, Essex RM10 7XJ

Tel: 020 8595 9751/9111

Email: FOOTFOLK@aol.com

DAN JANOFF
M A S S A G E  T H E R A P I S T

I hold an ITEC Diploma in Holistic Massage
(Distinction) and specialise in Swedish

massage technique, which relaxes 
and reduces stress and helps 

promote good health.

I practice in South Woodford, E18 
or can make home visits if required.

Tel: 020 8504 2099
or

Email: d.janoff@btinternet.com
to arrange an appointment.

DPT (Wear) Ltd 

Suppliers and distributors of

clothing and health and beauty products

to the retail trade for more than sixty years

congratulate WLS on reaching this milestone

and wish you every success for your future development 

DPT House, Watchmead, Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, AL7 1LT




