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I spent the first Sunday
afternoon in February at
Wembley Arena,
alongside 5,999 other
‘Games Makers’ as we
are called. We were there
for an afternoon of
orientation training, which
was delivered very

professionally by Jonathan Edwards and a variety
of others, either in person or via recorded
messages.

The 6,000 of us being trained came from all parts 
of the country, despite the snow, and are
going to be fulfilling a wide range of
roles during the Olympic and
Paralympic Games. I was
sitting near people from
Newcastle, Manchester, Strat-
ford and Bristol – we all shared a
commitment to make our own
contribution to making London 2012 a
brilliant Games for athletes, spectators, officials,
families, media, dignitaries, and so on.

Leaving the venue, Rabbi Maurice Michaels and I
both shared the feeling that being part of such a
large orientation training group gave us an insight
into the massive scale of the operation. We
represented 3% of the total number of volunteers,
staff, and contractors involved in making the
Games happen. Every individual is important to the
delivery of the whole effect that London’s
organising committee promised the International
Olympic Committee in 2005.

Eddie Izzard, there in person, reminded us that
there are some people in the UK who are cynical
about the Games. He told us that we share in
something more positive – making an experience
of a lifetime for ourselves and everyone else.

Our synagogue was here long before the Games
were awarded, and will be here long after they
have been and gone. We share in common the
belief that groups of people coming together can
create something special. Whether a community
comes together for a time-bound purpose such as
the London Games, or for an ongoing purpose
such as enriching the lives of our members and the

surrounding community, we can contribute
to something much bigger than us

and make something very
special.

This is what everyone in
Woodford Liberal Synagogue

is contributing to, and it is even
more essential in such turbulent

economic times. This is what I need each
of you reading this to remember. More than that,
we need to engage our friends and acquaintances
in the task of building something bigger and better.
In the same vein, I encourage you all to join in and
enjoy the fact that the 2012 Games will be on our
doorstep. Let’s not give way to pessimism or
cynicism! Instead, let’s contribute to making
inspiring and enjoyable life-enriching times!

I look forward to resuming this special task when I
return from my sabbatical leave, and I hope to see
you soon.

Rabbi Richard Jacobi
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Part of something bigger than ourselves

Daniel Staker is returning in March to
lead some singing and musician rehearsals on
all four Wednesday evenings in March, from 
8.00-9.45pm. Please join in the fun and music-
making. It will help planning if you phone or
email Donna in the office – 020 8989 7619 or
email: info@woodfordliberal.org.uk
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Sar-El Volunteer Programme 2011
In the Summer of
1982 because of the
Galilee War, the Golan
heights settlements
faced the prospect of
losing all their crops.
As most of the able
bodied settlers had
been called up for
service, the crops
which had ripened
were left unattended.
At this time Dr Aharon
Davidi  (former head
of the Israeli Defence
Forces  Paratroopers)
arranged for a number
of his friends  to travel
as a recruitment team
to the USA. Within a
few weeks 650
volunteers arrived in
Israel to lend their
support.As a result of
this in 1983 Sar-El
The National Project
for Volunteers was
founded. One
member of our
community now
writes about his trip 
to Israel to work with
Sar-El.

I said goodbye to my
wife Lynda at
Walthamstow Central
and Craig, my son,
came to see me off at
the airport. I really
had no idea what to expect from this trip,  as it
was 1994-95 when I last took part in this kind of
programme.

The plane landed at Ben Gurion Airport about 3am
and I had to wait till 8.30am  when Pamela, the
Sar-El volunteer coordinator, and the rest of the
party, would arrive.  At this time I was very happy
to learn that the base we were heading to was
near Tiberias.

At the start of the trip we were eleven – 
two British, two Canadians, one Australian and 
six from the USA. Unfortunately by the end of the

trip we only numbered six.  The volunteer jobs
consisted of fixing things. We renewed paintwork
on helmets and jeeps, tested batteries and many
other duties.  The two female soldiers (madrahot)
who were in charge of us were very nice and very
helpful. I spent my weekend Jerusalem and the
Arms Hostel in Jaffo, Tel Aviv.

I  did find it strange sharing with strangers, but 
I really enjoyed my trip and hope to  make another
in the future.

Gerald Lewis-Azayear

From left to right: Paula (Sar-El), Dennis (USA), Tim (Australia), Stan (USA), 
Jaquie (USA), myself – Gerald (UK), Leigh (Sar-El)

Gerald standing by an old tank near base



WLS AGM – Tuesday 22nd May 2012
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The Annual General Meeting of the Synagogue will be held in the Synagogue on 
Tuesday 22nd May 2012 at 8.00pm.

Nominations are required for vacant posts on Council and all nominations need to reach the Synagogue
by Monday 5th April 2012. They should indicate the name of the proposer and seconder and be
accompanied by evidence that the person nominated is willing to stand. 

Any person wishing to move a Resolution at the meeting should send a copy of any such Resolution to
the Synagogue by Monday 5th April 2012. 

It should be noted that according to the Constitution of the Synagogue only members not more than two
calendar months in arrears with their subscriptions shall have the right to vote at the meeting and be 
eligible for membership of the Council.  

J Toffell, Hon Secretary  

- AGENDA -

1. Opening Prayer 8. Membership & PR Report  
2. Minutes of last AGM 9. Education Report  
3. Chairman’s Report 10. Rites & Practices Report  
4. Rabbi’s report 11. Election of members to Council  
5. Treasurer’s Report 12. Election of Auditor  
6. Burial & Cremation Secretary’s Report 13. Resolutions  
7. Bimah Report 14. Any other business 

LJ Czech Torah Scroll Shabbat at Northwood &
Pinner Synagogue

Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein of Northwood & Pinner
Liberal Synagogue will be inviting Rabbis and
representatives of LJ synagogues to a special
Shabbat service on Saturday 9th June 2012 at their
synagogue. [Particularly relevant for WLS as we are
lucky to have one of the Czech Torah scrolls…
Editor]

The service will commemorate the 70th Anniversaary
of the Deportation of the Jews of Bohemia and
Moravia to Terezin and other Concentration camps.
The deportations began in earnest in 1942 and that
year was probably the year that the Torah scroll
found its way to Prague, where it was deposited 
until in 1964 being rescued and brought to the
Westminster Synagogue in London.

For the service NPLS will invite representatives of 
the congregations to bring their Torah to join in a

procession and maybe read during the service. 

After the service there will be a kiddush lunch and
then an afternoon seminar at which they will invite
those congregaations doing active research into the
history of their ‘Torah town’ to share their information
with others.

Full details will be sent out shortly.

If any WLS member is interested in this service
please get in touch with: 
Bob Kamall (bob@woodfordliberal.org.uk) or 
Donna (info@woodfordliberal.org.uk) or phone 
020 8989 7619 and leave your name and number. 

At the time of writing we don’t know how many
representatives will be invited from each synagogue.
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The Czech Scroll – our Stewardship, our Mitzvah

As you will know, we are the stewards of a special
Torah scroll, which was originally in the possession
of the Czech Jewish community of Blatna, south of
Prague. Sadly, while none of the Jews of Blatna
live on, three of its
four Torah scrolls do,
one of which is here in
Woodford.

In the last Bimah, you
saw how special the
ceremony to welcome
back our repaired
Torah scroll was. On
the same day, we said
a blessing over the
new mantles for our
scrolls, including one
for this scroll, donated
by Jenny, Stuart and
Felicity Sclaire. We
feel, and we hope you
will too, that Woodford
has a responsibility to
honour the memory of
the victims of the
Shoah from Blatna by
ensuring that this
Torah scroll and its
other appurtenances
(binder, yad, rimonim,
rollers) are repaired
and restored.

Appeals made at
previous High Holy
Days have
provided about half
the funds needed.
In order to provide
the remaining
funds, and give
opportunities for
you to connect
your family to this
Torah scroll in a
unique way, we are

inviting people to Sponsor a Parasha. The Torah is
traditionally read one parasha per Shabbat
(occasionally two), and there are 54 parashiot. You
might wish to take part in this sponsorship scheme

to remember your Bar
or Bat Mitzvah, the
Shabbat of your birth or
the birth of one of your
children, the Shabbat of
your wedding, or any
other special date. Don’t
worry if you cannot
match the date to the
correct parasha, Rabbi
Richard will do this
upon his return.

To take part, please
send a letter, enclosing
a cheque for £100, and
detailing the date (day,
month, year) you wish to
remember and giving us
the reason, your name
and contact details, and
any other relevant
name(s). We will be
recording in a special
and enduring way every
contributor to this task.

While Rabbi Jacobi is
on study leave, please
direct any enquiries
about this to Hilton
(07752 234 516 or
hiltonellis@hotmail.com). 

Richard Jacobi 
& Hilton Ellis
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Your shul needs you!
Whilst walking round the
South Woodford and
Woodford Green areas, I
have noticed that several
shops are displaying
posters of Lord Kitchener
under the banner – Your
Local Shops Need You.
This appears to be a
locally organised campaign

to try and persuade Woodford residents to shop
locally – perhaps to counter the real or perceived
threat of the new Westfield shopping centre.

At the same time as this local campaign; the
Government has launched an initiative to help save
local High Streets.  It would seem that, after years
of decline local High Street shops are now in
terminal decline.

This leads to me to wonder what else found on a
typical High Street or town is also under threat;
what is the future role of the local Post Office,
Library, or Synagogue?

Synagogues were invented to replace the Temple in
Jerusalem; rather than going to the Temple on set
occasions (Holy Days) Jews started to attend the
Synagogue – an example of how Judaism has
adapted, modernised, and survived.  Further
adaptations were explored 100 years ago, as
Europe became more enlightened, the accepted
‘orthodoxy’ of the Synagogue service was
challenged by a new generation of modernisers –
leading to what is now known as progressive
Judaism (Liberal & Reform Jews are both examples
of  progressive Judaism).

The forthcoming LJ Biennial conference with its
theme of Looking Backwards Moving Forward will
no doubt explore Liberal Judaism past history while
reflecting on the future.  It is a future that has to
cope with rapidly changing environment – we are,
according to some commentators, living in a world
where changes are occurring at a faster rate than at
any other time in recorded history.  

The decline of out High Streets is one symptom of
our changing world and reflects the fact that for
many people our communities are no longer place
based.  Liberal Jews do not have to live in ghettos
nor within walking distance of our Synagogues.  We
are not defined by our attendance (or not) at weekly
services and at WLS, in common with other Liberal

Synagogues, we try to stay in touch with members
of our community who are less able to attend
services or other Synagogue events.

WLS is still a warm, vibrant, and friendly place!  We
do have services every Friday evening and
Saturday morning – even if our Rabbi is on
Sabbatical.  Our Cheder is thriving and the children
actually enjoy their lessons.  Our community hosts
various events from weekly bridge sessions,
through adult study buddies, Chavurah Suppers,
quizzes , etc.  We are also a generous community –
you have within a few short weeks:

Donated a total of £2,855.00 to the High Holy Days
Appeal

• £889.00 to MyIsrael

• £859.00 to London Centre for Cerebral Palsy

• £1,107 to go towards the restoration of our
Czech Scroll

• Brought in 350 items of food to donate to the
Redbridge Shelter for the Homeless

• Scoffed our way through enough cakes to raise
over £179 for Children in Need

And yet …

We rely on (it could be argued that we are too
reliant on) too few volunteers – the same people
who time and time again always help out when
something needs to be done. So like the High
Street that needs more local customers, or
Kitchener who needed more soldiers, WLS really
could do with more volunteers.

If we are too avoid becoming another victim of the
declining High Street; now more than ever Your
Synagogue Needs You – will you rise to challenge
and offer to help out?

Bob Kamall
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We are very grateful to
all those who contributed
to preparing the celebratory kiddush after 
the service and aufruf for Josh and Philippa
on 4th February. 

We are also thrilled to say that the wedding
on 12th February was wonderfully enjoyable,
and that Mr and Mrs J Newham looked
ecstatic throughout.

Richard & Lyn
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Sunday 25th March
Entertainment to be announced

Please ring :  Harriet (020 8524 4505) 
or Nicola (020 8418 9586) to book your 

place, ensuring we can adequately cater

NEW MEMBERS
to Woodford Liberal

Synagogue

Georgia Klein with Elijah & Eve
Sonia Muskovitch and Naomi Muskovitch

Happy Birthday

Ellie Boot • Jack Olsen • Lara Perry
Joshua Richards • Taliya Buskin • Abby Boot

A speedy
recovery to –

Joe Somogyi, Henry Goodman, 
Laurie Lawrence, Michael Tatch

– and all who are unwell at this time

Friendship
Club @ WLS

From 2–4pm

Cost :  £3.00

Our apologies to Niccola
Baker who wrote the
Woodford in Touch article 
in the last issue of Bimah. It
was incorrectly attributed to
John Chamberlin.

Sincere
Condolences –
Judy West and family, on the
passing of her husband Alan

Marlene Malnick and family, on
the passing of her husband Ron

I wish to thank Rabbi Richard,
members of the council and shul, for
their support when my dear husband
Ron Malnick died unexpectedly in
January. I am most grateful all went
very smoothly under such stress.

Ron was always very fond of the shul
being a member for 48 years. He
enjoyed being part of your lives as
well as his family.

Sincerely
Marlene Malnick

Dear Rabbi Jacobi

My dearest cousin, Trudy Kosky
introduced me to your Friendship Club
and I am writing to give a special
thanks to everyone concerned with the
club.

We are welcomed with such care, love
and devotion, everything being done to
give us a wonderful afternoon. All  this
plus a lovely tea.  It is a joy for my
friends  and  myself  to come to your
Shul and I do not have to tell you how
much these Sundays are looked forward
to.  Long may they continue.

We so enjoyed the Zemel Choir, what a
joy it was to listen to them and we hope
their trip to Berlin will be very successful.

Rabbi Jacobi you have a congregation
to be proud of and please extend our
sincere thanks to everyone concerned.

Yours  sincerely
Sadie Langsman

WLS EVER POPULAR QUIZ 
IS COMING!

AS PART OF OUR FUND RAISING DRIVE, WE WILL
BE HAVING OUR EVER POPULAR IN-HOUSE QUIZ 
LATER THIS YEAR. PLEASE LOOK FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION IN OUR NEXT ISSUE OF BIMAH.


