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It should be noted that according to the Constitution of the Synagogue only members not more
than two calendar months in arrears with their subscriptions shall have the right to vote at the
meeting, and be eligible for membership of the Council.  

J Toffell, Hon Secretary  

AGENDA

1. Opening Prayer 8. Membership & PR Report  
2. Minutes of last AGM 9. Education Report  
3. Chairman’s Report 10. Rites & Practices Report  
4. Rabbi’s report 11. Election of members to Council  
5. Treasurer’s Report 12. Election of Auditor  
6. Burial & Cremation Secretary’s Report 13. Resolutions  
7. Bimah Report 14. Any other business 

WLS AGM Tuesday 22 May @ 8pm 

Council would like suggestions of charity/ies members would like considered for
the 2012 Kol Nidre Appeal. You will be asked to speak about your choice 

at the High Holyday services. 
Please submit your request to info@woodfordliberal.org.uk 

or phone Donna on 020 8989 7619

an evening with

Ishmael Khaldi
Israel’s first Bedouin diplomat

Mr Khaldi, the third of eleven children, was born in Khawaled, a village
near Haifa. He attended school, which involved walking four miles
round trip, and tended flocks of sheep.

Khaldi attended the University of Haifa where he gained a bachelors degree in political science and
subsequently earned a masters degree in political science and international relations from Tel Aviv
University. As well as being a political analyst in the Israel Defense Forces he also served in the 
Israeli Ministry of Defense and the Israel Police.

He was inspired to become a diplomat through encounters he had after initiating a project called 
Hike & Learn with Bedouins in the Galilee which brought thousands of young Jews to Khawaled 
to learn about his culture and the history of the Bedouin.

Ishmael Khaldi has written a book – A Shepherd’s Journey – about his extraordinary life.

Please contact Donna – 020 8989 7619 – to book your place 
and receive full details.

For security reasons only listed people will be allowed entry

Tuesday 15th May 2012
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WLS Refurbishment – a lasting legacy

I was delighted to read in the recent BimahLite
that Rabbi Jacobi is one of the 6000 London
2012 Games Makers for the Olympic and
Paralympic Games, determined to make the
games an experience of a lifetime for ourselves
and everyone else. Richard wrote that Woodford
Liberal Synagogue was here long before the
games were
awarded to east
London, and that
we will still be
here when the
games are over;
we have an
ongoing purpose
to enrich the lives
of our members
and the
surrounding
community and
that we can
contribute to
something much
bigger than us
and make
something really
special.

Well, when the
games are over
we at WLS have
the most exciting
project that will
last for much
longer than the 
two months of the
games but will
definitely leave a
lasting legacy for
our members and
the wider
community, a
promise that the Olympics committee have yet
to achieve in east London.

I am of course referring to the refurbishment of
our sanctuary that many of us have been
planning for the last 18 months.

This ambitious project provides a unique
opportunity to renovate the sanctuary, entrance
hall and kitchen, extending the space to build
into the awkward corners of our site. This major
programme of work will remove the current
heating and lighting system, replacing them with
more energy efficient and comfortable options

whilst allowing for some sound proofing
between the sanctuary and the classrooms
upstairs. Doors and windows will be replaced
offering double glazing and heightened security.
A new floor will be installed. The possibility of a
lift to help those less able to use the first floor is
being explored.

And, most
importantly, the arc
and bimah will be
redesigned, so that
the space is more
flexible and
inclusive and give
us something really
special that we can
all enjoy and be
proud of.  The
refurbishment will
provide a seamless
design and a more
contemporary feel
to our synagogue
and an opportunity
to prolong the life
of a well loved
building

Please come and
see the plans and
ideas that will be
launched at the
AGM on Tuesday
22 May. At the
meeting we will
also launch the
vital fundraising
appeal; we will
need to raise in the
region of £200,000,
no small task for
our community, but

a minute fraction of what the Olympics will cost!

And to end on a London 2012 theme, I will be
one of 8000 London Ambassadors, promoting
our fabulous city and helping visitors from all
over the world enjoy our games; I hope that you
will become a Woodford Ambassador and
support our refurbishment plans in any way that
you can.

I look forward to seeing you at the AGM

Jenny Rabin
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There has been, in
recent years, a massive
increase in what is now
often referred to as
'Social Media' – the use
of networking and
information sharing
services via the Internet.

Many people and organisations now have their
own pages on Facebook, share their latest
news via Twitter, or upload photos (using
Facebook, Twitter, or numerous other photo
sharing services).  It has been said for some
time that computers and the Internet are
making the world smaller – if we now live in a
global village, Social Media is the village
gossip enabling each of us to instantly share
our news with everyone.

For some – Politicians, Civil Servants,
Government Departments, Local Authorities,
Journalists, Celebrities, Advertisers, and
(especially) Teenagers – Social Media is now a
must have.  How else, in our increasingly busy
and interconnected lives are we going to stay
in touch with everybody else?

Even if you do not own a computer – you will
have seen increasing references to Social
Media in advertising, press reports, and on
television or radio.  We are increasingly asked
to follow products on Facebook or Twitter –
and it is getting increasingly impossible not to
notice the increasing appearances of the # or
@ symbols.  The BBC, for example, likes to
put a hashtag at the start of some of their
programmes – #bbcqt at the start of Question
Time or #hignfy before repeats of Have I Got
News for You, etc.  Celebrities and teenagers
now use Twitter to announce everything from
the mundane to latest breaking news.

You may wonder, what purpose does Social
Media serve to a community like WLS; well
the answer is really dependent on how we
choose to use it.  Many communal and

religious groups are using Social Media to
promote themselves, their communal events,
and to identify with like-minded other bodies.
Since it is very much an instant medium,
Social Media is a useful tool for updating
information and reporting on events as they
happen.  Many Jewish organisations,
including some Synagogues and their Rabbis,
are starting to use Social Media.  Liberal
Judaism is on Facebook and has a twitter
account (@LiberalJudaism).  I suspect some 
of those attending the LJ Biennial Conference
in April will be tweeting about events as it
takes place.

Such is the spread of Social Media, that
Liberal Judaism recently requested details of
the Twitter accounts used by the constituent
synagogues across the movement.  Liberal
Judaism uses Twitter to keep its followers up
to date on various activities involving the
wider movement, its staff or rabbis, and
related organisations.  By following the Twitter
accounts of its constituent synagogues, 
LJ can keep up to date with their latest news.
When LJ made their request, WLS was not
using Social Media in anyway – although we
did have a Facebook page or group for the
50@50 celebrations.  WLS does send out a
weekly e-mail message with details of
forthcoming events, including services, and
our website is updated every week.  However,
we have no mechanism for spreading urgent
messages or passing on information and
requests from other organisations – other than
the weekly e-mails or via Bimah.  Nor can we
tell others what we are doing and share our
news or successes with the wider world.  
For these reasons, we have now created an
account on Twitter and we are tweeting; 
so if you are on Twitter please follow WLS
@wls_info.

Bob

To tweet or not to tweet – 
why WLS has joined Twitter
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What does ‘Equal’ really mean to us?

I write this the day after
our very successful
Communal Seder, for
which our thanks are
owed to a team of
people who helped to
organise, set it up,
serve, and clear up for

the 90+ people who attended. During the
evening, I was asked about the orange we
place on our seder plate, and I explained that
it has become a symbol of the need to
include everyone at our seder, including those
who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender,
who are sadly unwelcome in other strands of
Judaism.

Reflecting on that explanation, I am reminded
of the fact that the government sent out a
public consultation in March on the proposal
to introduce gay civil marriage, a full equality
not currently allowed by British law. Nationally,
there have been quite a few headlines
prompted by this and, locally, a number of
religious leaders wrote to the Ilford Recorder
(22nd March edition) setting out their
opposition to the proposal. At the time of
writing, a letter I co-wrote with my friend and
colleague Rabbi Larry Becker of Sukkat
Shalom Synagogue has not been published.
In it, we made clear that we, and both the
Liberal and Reform movements, not only
support the concept of marriage for all, but
also seek the right of those religious groups
who so desire to be able to officiate at such
marriages.

I know this is not a comfortable topic for
some people, and I will confess to being very
unsure of my opinions eighteen months ago
when the subject came up for discussion.
Part of me felt that marriage must be between
one man and one woman, while another part
of me felt that any two people in a committed
relationship deserve to have the affirmation
and security of a legal and moral relationship,
which we have always called marriage.

As the matter was discussed by the Rabbinic
Conference, in November 2010, I learned a lot
from listening. For many heterosexual women,
marriage is deeply flawed in that, for most of
history, the married woman was her
husband’s possession. Marriage for a
heterosexual couple has only comparatively
recently in the liberal democracies become a
joining together of two equals. This equality is
not available as yet in many countries of the
world. There is a strong argument in favour of
a civil partnership option for heterosexual
couples, just as there is a strong argument in
favour of marriage for homosexual couples. 
I drafted a position statement on behalf of our
Conference, which was approved in February
2011. It stated clearly and unequivocally that
Liberal Judaism’s Rabbinic Conference will
lobby for the law to change so that any
couple who are in a committed and exclusive
relationship may have civil marriage or civil
partnership. This we are doing during the
consultation period.

If you and I say that we value equally each
individual person according to their behaviour
in society, then we have to adapt and update
some of our archaic laws and mechanisms
accordingly. This sometimes forces us to
realise that we have been carrying round
prejudices and we have to do something 
very difficult. We have to change our opinion,
because someone else has shown us that 
we were wrong.

What I learned from the listening and from
doing this, is that being willing to change my
mind is very energising and refreshing. So, I
encourage you to be willing to refresh yourself
by changing your mind when the information
suggests you should. As our prayer book
Siddur Lev Chadash says (p. 297): “From
prejudice preserve us, from hatred redeem 
us, and from self-righteousness defend us.”

Rabbi Richard Jacobi
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Alice Wilcock says… Why have a Feminist Service?

On Saturday 3rd March, the Shabbat closest
to International Womens day, and also very
close to Purim, we had a feminist service at
Woodford. This was led by Di Kamall, Tracey
Grant, Ruth Seager, Rebecca Seager, Alice
Wilcock and Adva Sapir, the LJ Slicha. 

Why have a feminist service you may ask –
isn’t the whole point of liberal Judaism that
women and men are equal and have equality
in all things, from raising the scrolls to reading
from the Torah. That of course is true, and we
see this enacted in our synangogue from
week to week and from year to year.

However there
is something
special in taking
time to have a
different kind of
service once in
a while, and to
take a different
approach and a
different
perspective.
When we began
reading the
experimental
lectionary and
having a three
year cycle to
reading Torah,
we of course
spent the whole
of the first year
on Boreishit or Genesis. We explored areas
that we wouldn’t usually study – but –
crucially, we still left out the stories of Dinah
and of Tamar. When I asked Richard why this
was so, he explained that he and Pete had
not felt that they sit altogether comfortably
with the ethos of Liberal Judaism. And I can
see that they do not. They contain rape,
horrible violence, using prostitution as a
weapon and some rather dysfunctional family
behavior. However, they also contain the
stories of two women who suffered a great
deal, who took matters into their own hands
(in Tamar’s case) and who, in commentary

since, have been seen as important for jewish
feminism.

We chose therefore to talk about Dinah at our
service and Tracey gave a fascinating talk
about the commentary and writings that she
had discovered about Dinah. (Do read the
Red Tent by Anita Diamant for a very
compelling re-telling of the story).

We also, as a group, had been through the
liturgy and amended it a bit. We kept in the
main prayers for the morning service but for
other pieces we added material written by
different women, which we sourced from both

American,
British and
Israeli writings.
Di wrote a new
community
prayer,
specifically
mentioning the
matriarchs and
the positive
feminine
qualities that
we hope our
community
embodies. We
all read from
the Torah,
which I found
particularly
moving – so
many of us

each taking a chance to read a little, and play
a part in reading Torah with our community.

And Adva, the LJ Slicha, gave a fascinating
account of the struggle to be an independent
young woman in Israel, where sometimes
religious practice can be very discriminatory
towards women, as we know from hearing
about Women at the Wall.

Our feminist service gave us the chance to
have a different feel to our Shabbat morning
service, and to think about and celebrate the
fact that women have contributed so much to
Judaism and will continue to do so.

Left to right:  Adva Sapir, Rebecca Seager, Ruth Seager, 
Alice Wilcock, Di Kamall, Tracey Grant
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Its difficult to talk of Albert without mentioning Gina. As a team their commitment, love for
the community and dogged determination laid the foundations that Woodford has built on
over the past five decades.

Albert, Gina and their sons Peter z”l, Colin and Robin were a part of almost every facet of
life during the 1960’s, 70’s and 80’s at Marlborough Road.

We, as a community, will always be indebted for the many years Albert was a member of
council and our Honourary Secretary.

Simon Benscher

Remembering Al Gerlis z’’l – Vice President of WLS

Alison Dobias, Simon Rothstein and Nichola
Baker plan to write a history of our synagogue
over the last 50 years through the process of
interviews with shul members.  

If you have any photos and/or reminiscences
of founding members, chairpersons, rabbis,
organists and choir members, these would be
greatly appreciated.  

The history team hope to organise a special
Friday night history service soon when you
can bring your photos to be scanned and
returned to you during the evening.

If you can help, please contact: 
Alison Dobias on 020 8220 9154 or

alisondobias@hotmail.com

The History of Woodford
Liberal Synagogue

Why not create donations from
your special celebrations?

Do you have a special occasion 
coming up and would like the presence 

of those close to you 
but don’t want their presents? 

Why not suggest a donation on your 
behalf to Woodford Liberal Synagogue.

This is a wonderful way to 
commemorate your simcha and 

your generosity will contribute to 
the continued life of the shul.

For further details please contact 
DAVID GOLD on 020 8500 6335 or email

david@woodfordliberal.org.uk

We are looking for some excellent
prizes for our two tombolas at 

the Summer Fayre.
Gifts such as restaurant vouchers,
bottles of wine & champagne, luxury
chocolates and food items, toiletries
etc… as well as toys, teddies and
games for our children’s tombola. 
If you are able to donate a prize,
please leave it in the foyer of the

synagogue for Josh.
Thank you!

We need your unwanted items for a
secondhand book/games stall at 

the Summer Fayre.

Please leave anything in ‘very good’ or
‘nearly new’ condition in the foyer of 

the Synagogue.

Thanks!
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Having spent days
frantically throwing
outfits on and off and
arguing about whether
to have face paints
(Scarlett) and nail
varnish (Saul!), it was
time to set out to the
shul’s annual Purim
event. When they had
finally decided on 
the well practiced,
although not
particularly biblically
relevant fancy dress
outfits of a ladybird
and Spiderman (Saul
almost got the bug
theme prescribed by
his sister!) they
happily paraded in
front of the three
judges and were very
pleased to receive a
medal for their efforts
and a coveted bar of
Cadbury’s Dairy Milk! 

Then it was
downstairs and time to
grab our seats for the
equally eagerly
awaited Purim Spiel,
and this year’s was
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most definitely worth
the wait. 

As usual the sanctuary
was transformed into 
a theatre space, this
year’s theme being a
Michael Jackson
version of the Purim
tale. With song titles
adorning the walls and
a catchy mega mix of
Jackson songs for 
walk in music the
mood was set. 

A brilliantly written
script was
fantastically
performed by Josh
(who almost stayed
out of a dress) and the
Cheder teachers with 
a special guest
appearance from
Bubbles the monkey...
what more could you
want?! 
The evening truly
lived up to the festival
spirit and provided
entertaining fun for 
all the family.

Caroline Levy
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One of the Kol Nidre appeals for 2011
was for The London Centre for Children
with Cerebral Palsy. We live opposite
an adorable young boy named Joseph
who attends this Centre and it was
through getting to know him and his
parents that we found out about the
wonderful work they do.

In addition to the letter of thanks the
Shul received from the Centre, our
neighbours sent a lovely note
expressing their own gratitude at our
support. We thought it would be nice
to share this with you all.

Tina and David Gold
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Call Sally Miller on 020 8673 3495 or
sallymiller@nightingale.org.uk for advice on nursing care.
www.nightingale.org.uk

The care home for older Jewish people

Our  exceptional care  makes a real difference
to each resident.
We believe Nightingale is a home from home.
We have a superb team of dedicated nurses
who care for our residents.
Which is what makes Nightingale  a unique
care home for older Jewish people.

Registered Charity No. 207316

Woodford Cheder team go over Fairtrade!

Left to right:  Izzy Goldstein, Hannah Jacobi, Rachel Kamall, Josh Newham, 
Yasmin Muswell, Sam Kamall, Nathan Faber-Baruch, Jodie Simmons
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CAN WE HAVE
YOUR UNWANTED
CLOTHES?

Clothes in good condition,
as well as paired shoes,

belts, handbags and soft toys wanted for
fundraising at WLS. Please ensure they’re
clean, bagged, and marked CLOTHES FOR
COLLECTION. Please leave in the annexe –
they will be collected weekly.

13th May
1st July

9th September
18th November

Entertainment to be announced

Please ring :  Harriet (020 8524 4505) 
or Nicola (020 8418 9586) to book your 

place, ensuring we can adequately cater

NEW MEMBERS
to Woodford Liberal

Synagogue

Stephen & Sheila Struminger

Happy 
Birthday!

Jake Levy * Joseph Levy * Poppy Green
Bianca Muswell * Brandon Cramer 

Annabel Duck * Barnaby Adler 
Yasmin Muswell * Sam Kamall 

Tobi Liebeskind * Ezra Nathanson
David Cohen-Mor * Ben Charles 

Harrison Grant * Sophie Richards
Katie Perry 

fÑxxwç
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Jenny Sclaire after her recent operation
David Powell after his recent operation

– and anyone who is unwell at this time –

Friendship
Club @WLS

From 2–4pm

Cost :  £3.00

f|ÇvxÜx
VÉÇwÉÄxÇvxá „
Colin and Robin Gerlis and
families on the passing of
their father, Al Gerlis (Vice
President of WLS)

David (son), Judith
(daughter), and families, on
the passing of their mother,
Victoria Herbert

I wish to thank everyone who kindly
sent cards and good wishes during
my recent bout of ill health.

Sincerely,
Jenny Sclaire

Yonatan Rutman, grandson of Eddie & Betty
Rutman, on the occasion of his barmitzvah in
Israel on 12th May.

Howard & Ros Levenson, on the birth of a
grandson, Samuel Oscar Wood Levenson
(“Sammy”) born to our son Joe Levenson, and
his wife Jenny Wood, on 18th January.

Jenny & Leslie Rabin, on the birth of a
granddaughter – daughter for their son Sam
Rabin & Nicky.

David & Judy Toffell, on the marriage of their
daughter Anat to Felix Frey.
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Sue Kaye shares
her theatre viewing

London’s Theatre
scene reviewed …

Bingo
at The Young Vic

I haven’t been to the Young Vic
for a very long time as the
plays they have put on never
appealed to me.  A friend was
very keen to see “Bingo” as
she had read great reviews so
I decided to give it a go.

At the end of the play, my
friend turned to me and asked
“What was that about?” I
thought about using the
phrase “Man’s inhumanity to
man” which I usually fall back
on when I haven’t a clue.
Instead I confessed that, like
her, I didn’t see what Edward
Bond was trying to say.  

The play is about the last
weeks of Shakespeare’s life
and stars Patrick Stewart who
works very hard as the ageing
Bard.  There is lots about
dispossessed peasants and
the  wickedness of
landowners but how that
related to Shakespeare I really
don’t know.

Earlier we had eaten in the
restaurant which is extremely
noisy, making conversation
difficult.  The food was no
better than ok and I would not
recommend eating there as
other local restaurants are
much better.  Not an evening
to remember but you can’t win
them all.

Stones in his Pockets
at The Tricycle

I rarely go to see the same
play twice but I made an
exception with this
extraordinary piece of theatre.
The setting is a rural
community where an American
company is filming a film set in
Ireland allegedly based on the
John Wayne film, “The Quiet
American”.

The locals are keen to act as
extras on the film but there are
devastating consequences on
one villager who commits
suicide by walking into the sea
with “Stones in his pockets”.
For other villagers their dreams
are destroyed  and the effect
on the community is profound.

The play is both poignant and
very funny but the most
amazing fact is that all parts
are played by two actors with
very little use of props or
costumes.  They  play all the
characters, both male and
female, using their voices and
bodies to make them come
alive.

Brilliant is how I would sum up
this production.  This is the
second time at the Tricycle
and there was a West End run
after the first one.  Do see it if
you can.

Three Days in May
at Trafalgar Studios

In May 1940, the British War
Cabinet met under the new
Prime Minister, Winston
Churchill, to discuss the most
important question they faced:
Should they fight on alone or
should they negotiate a peace
treaty with Hitler even though
that would mean allowing
Nazism to take over Europe.

Warren Clarke is brilliant as
Churchill who has to persuade
the other members of the
Wartime Coalition that
capitulation was not the
answer.  Jeremy Clyde as Lord
Halifax and Robert Demeger
as Neville Chamberlain are
also incredible powerful as the
arguments go back and
forward until Churchill
persuades the others to
support his view that Britain
could not give in.

A very fine piece of theatre
with great dialogue by Ben
Brown and directed with
perfection by Alan Strachan,
this is a perfect example of
why British theatre is so good.
See it if you can.



SCLAIRE
CHIROPODY PARTNERSHIP

HPC Reg. Chiropodists/Podiatrists

We treat all foot and gait problems. 
We also specialise in 

sports injuries and biomechanics.

535 Rainham Road South
Dagenham, Essex RM10 7XJ

Tel:  020 8595 9751/9111
Email: FOOTFOLK@aol.com

DAN JANOFF
M A S S A G E  T H E R A P I S T

I hold an ITEC Diploma in Holistic Massage
(Distinction) and specialise in Swedish

massage technique, which relaxes 
and reduces stress and helps 

promote good health.

I practice in South Woodford, E18 
or can make home visits if required.

Tel: 020 8504 2099
or

Email: d.janoff@btinternet.com
to arrange an appointment






