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Just as Paul
Simon (he of
song-writing
and singing,
not curtain
superstores)
said: “There
must be fifty
ways to
leave your
lover”, so it

occurred to me there must be at
least fifty ways for us to celebrate
the fiftieth anniversary. As part of a
committee that began planning
nearly two years ago, and included
as many under-18s as over-18s, the
exciting programme for our golden
anniversary gradually took shape.
Not everything we originally planned
has come to fruition, but most have,
and we have added occasions that
have seemed opportune.

The year has come to an end with
recent events that were among the
first to be planned. The Dinner
Dance, Mitzvah Day Friendship
Club, and Service of Re-dedication
are covered elsewhere in this
Bimah, while the Kabbalat Torah
Shabbat came after this edition
went to print. Each of these has
given cause for optimism as we
move into our fifty-first year: we
know how to enjoy ourselves
together; we have many volunteers
who contribute to the community
we are building, we have bright,
committed youngsters who add
energy to complement the wisdom
and experience of older people.

About our Fifty@50

Other highlights of this golden year have included:

� The Summer Fayre – a hot afternoon,
except for those of us who got sponged!

� The election, by
acclamation, of Betty and
Peter Benscher as Joint
Life Presidents of the

synagogue, with additional Vice-Presidents
also elected to recognise their contribution to
the fifty years.

� Barn dancing – bow to your corner,
swing your partner, not your corner,
partner, partner…!!! (If you were there,
you know what I mean!)

� A Civic Service, attended
by the Mayor, Cllr. Thomas Chan, that spanned
the fifty years, reminded us of our origins,
journey and responsibility as custodians of a
wonderful opportunity.

� B’nei and B’not Mitzvah
of varying ages from 13
to, most memorably 166 between
them!

� Blessing several
babies during the
year and affirming
our future generation.

� Returning rabbis helping us to reminisce
over five decades and also learn more.

� Cycle riding, guest speakers on Ethiopia, 
Ernst Leitz, etc.

I could go on and on, but our focus must always be on the
future as well as the past. We still have several events to
come, including the Service of Re-dedication on Saturday
4th December and the Kabbalat Torah Shabbat on 17th –
18th December. 2011 will also begin with two further Adult
B’nei Mitzvah, honorary fiftieth anniversary events.

The year has been a great joy – a jubilee in the spirit of that
first envisaged in the Torah. It has been my privilege to be
your rabbi at this special time. My hope is that we will
continue to create special moments and memories as we
head towards the diamond jubilee!  As the prophet Joel put
it: “The old shall dream dreams and the young shall see
visions” – the good thing is that at Woodford, all shall see a
bright future!

Richard Jacobi
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Struttin’ their stuff!

On Saturday 20th November 2010,
we held a dinner dance at Woolston
Manor to celebrate the
Synagogue’s 50th Anniversary.

Over 120 people enjoyed a night of
eating, drinking, dancing and
partying to a live band and
everyone had a good time. We also
had a very talented young magician
who entertained people at the
reception and during dinner with his
clever conjuring.

I chaired the committee that
organised the event and everyone’s
hard work and dedication resulted
in this being a huge success. 

Although this didn’t start out as a
fundraising event, we raised over
£4500 due to a brilliant brochure
and a very well supported raffle
where all the prizes were meals
donated by a number of local
restaurants.

My thanks go to all the committee
members for their time and efforts,
but the biggest thanks go to
everyone who came and made the
evening a night to remember.

It was an honour to play a part in
our 50@50 celebrations and I would
like to take this opportunity, on
behalf of the dinner dance
committee to thank Rabbi Richard,
whose brainchild the 50@50
celebration year was, for his
inspiration and support to the
whole community.

Here’s to the next 50 years… 
David Gold



What does the number
fifty-one conjure up for
you?   Some of you
might have heard of 
Area 51.  It’s a secret
American military base 
in the Nevada desert that
is the subject of frequent
conspiracy theories and
UFO folklore.  

Then there’s the 51st state.  It’s a phrase that is
used in its negative sense to refer to nations that
are perceived to be under excessive American
influence or control.  I recall hearing it voiced
about England at times during my years living
here – but I better steer away from that debate!  

Not many will be old enough to remember the
51st (Highland) Division.  They were a British
Territorial Force division that fought bravely on
the Western Front in France during the First
World War.

Maths boffins can tell you that fifty-one is the
14th discrete biprime and the 5th in the
semiprime family having the prime factors (3.17).
(I’m dozing off now).  And Chemistry students
can declare that fifty-one is the atomic number
of antimony. (That’s not helping much).  

If you are in to numerology, then you might know
that the Number 51 is called “The Royal Star of

the Waterman” and is one of the four Royal
Stars in Numerology.  It is considered a very
fortunate number. 

On a more personal note, 51 will be my age
(hopefully!) by the time this magazine is
published.

This has all been a long-winded prelude 
(the editors indulge me as the Chairman) to
encourage you all to look forward to the 
51st year of the Woodford Liberal Synagogue.  

Certainly our 50th year was a special year, and
there is much to look back on with joy and
pride.   But now we can turn our gaze forward to
our 51st year and the landscape beyond that.

There are always challenges ahead – or
opportunities, depending on how you look at it.
I look forward to our community continuing to
build on its warm, helpful and caring reputation.
To see it grow in number and in generosity under
the caring and considered leadership of Rabbi
Jacobi, and to see us all put our Judaism into
practice in our daily lives. 

I’d like to wish all our Woodford congregants
and their families a happy and healthy and
prosperous 2011.

Best wishes,

Dan
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Our 51st Year

Update on the Czech Scroll repair fund

This year’s High Holy Day appeal has been the most successful that we can remember.  Members
of Woodford Liberal synagogue have been very generous indeed and money is still rolling in.  The
three charities that we supported are:
· JAMI, a charity to help Jewish people with mental ill-health
· helpisraelisoldiers.com, which sends parcels to serving soldiers
· the repair of our Czech scroll.

We also raised money for our Czech scroll in the previous HHD appeal and some more during the
year.  The North London Progressive Synagogue Fund gave us £1000 towards the repair and we
are very grateful to them for their generosity.  To date we have about £4000 and this is half what
we need to complete the work.  To raise the remainder, we will be offering people the opportunity
to pay for the repair of individual parashot.  It may be that you would like to cover the cost of the
repair of the parasha that you or your child read for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  This would amount to
£160-£170.  Let me know if this is of interest to you.

Ruth Seager, Vice Chairman
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Winter has arrived, the
summer holiday makers have
made their way home, the
clocks have gone back and
Remembrance Sunday was
yesterday. Having spent most
of my childhood in Richmond
Surrey, very close to the poppy
factory and the Star & Garter
Home for Disabled
servicemen, this time of year
certainly makes me think a
great deal of the past.Autumn
down here has been amazing.
Forget about the Fall in New
England, save the air fare and
come here to Dorset.
The trees have looked
spectacular, turning to
gold and orange and red,
a real feast for the eyes.

Have you heard about the
man-made surfing reef
constructed at
Boscombe? It has cost
the council a small fortune
and has not been a
complete success, to say
the least. However if surfing is
what you enjoy, come to
Highcliffe where there is a
natural beach. Here you will
find the fearless types of all
ages in their wet suits, in all
weathers, winter or summer,
clutching their surf boards. It
will never rival Hawaii or
California but it is still a
beautiful part of the coast.

Now the historians of our
congregation will, of course,
know all about this particularly
those interested in ancient
British history. Long ago this
little island was divided into
seven kingdoms. We here in
the west country were in the
Kingdom of East Saxon.
Apparently it was a fellow
named Cedric who founded

Wessex about the year 500c.e.
Wessex covered the counties
of Hampshire, Dorset,
Wiltshire, Somerset and
Devon. Can you believe it has
taken until 2010c.e to start a
Liberal community in these
parts!

At last it became obvious that
there were Jews in this large
area of Wessex who were not
affiliated to any congregation
at all. At the end of June,
Rabbi Danny Rich came down
to Bournemouth to address a

large group of people on the
history of Liberal Judaism. It
was a very memorable evening
and following Rabbi Rich’s
excellent presentation there
followed a vibrant question
and answer session. So it was
that the small group who
already had an interest of the
Liberal Movement were joined
by more like-minded people.

Events moved along swiftly
following that initial visit and
at the end of August we had
an erev of Shabbat and
Shabbat services led by Rabbi
Danny Rich accompanied by
Rabbi Alan Mann. High Holy
Days were held at a local hotel
venue and were led by Rabbi
Mann. At the end of October
we were once again delighted

to welcome Rabbi Mann to
lead the Shabbat services and
it was a great pleasure to
welcome Mrs Mann. Every one
of these services has been
well attended and much
appreciated by the
congregation, many of whom
have never experienced a
Liberal Shabbat.

It has been such a pleasure to
have Simon Benscher come
down to visit and we are
greatly looking forward to
Hilton Ellis coming this

January to lead a Shabbat
service. I must add that we
have some great cooks in
our community and we
pride ourselves on
providing the best
chavarah suppers and
kiddishim in town!

For several months now
the group has held
fortnightly Shabbat
morning services at the
local community hall. This

is situated in a part of Christ-
church Fire Station. An
unusual meeting place one
may think but actually it is very
pleasant. The facilities are
excellent, very secure and
even better it is free to a
group like ours. They even
had the foresight to make the
decor blue and white! So far
we haven’t found out if there 
is any Jewish fireman on site.

We continue to be much
involved with our grandsons
and I do my best to show
interest in the football season
especially if Spurs, Liverpool
or Bournemouth are in the
news!

As always – Shalom v’kottov

Ros Avenir

More views from the coast
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You’ve heard
him on the
radio –

you’ve seen
him on the 
telly –

Marlborough Road, South Woodford E18

Now come see 
& hear 

Rabbi Lionel Blue
at Woodford 

Liberal Synagogue!

SUNDAY 23 JANUARY 2011
at 7.30pm

Donation: £10 per person � Booking & pre-payment essential

Send your payment to Helen at the Synagogue to secure your seat!

Signed copies of 
Rabbi Blue’s new book 
The Godseeker’s Guide 
will be available to buy 

� Light
refreshments
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As 2010 comes to an end, its time to look back
on the achievements to date of a successful 
Bat & Bar Mitzvah class. In case you do not know
or cannot remember; a small group of adults
have, for a variety of reasons, decided to have
their Bat or Bar Mitzvah as part of the 50th
anniversary celebrations at WLS.

The group meets on most Wednesday evenings,
under the guidance of Rabbi Richard, to study
their Hebrew texts and share in each others
learning of their respective Parasha’s. Although, 
I suspect, that anyone listening to the group 
from outside – or looking in through a window –
would think we were there to drink tea, eat
biscuits, and have a good giggle. It is this
relaxed and friendly approach to individual and
collective learning that has the made the 
group such as success; members of the group
continue to attend meetings after completing
their Bat or Bar Mitzvah as frequently as they
did before their big day.

We have also had three wonderful Mitzvah days
– in which individuals, their families, our group
(often referred to as the study buddies), and the
wider community have celebrated four Bat or 

Bar Mitzvahs. Each of these Mitzvahs has, 
quite rightly, been different and reflected the
personalities of the individual or joint celebrants.
Tina Gold was our first celebrant and set a high
standard for the rest of us to follow. Peter
Benscher and David Peterson stole the headlines
with their double act celebration of what was for
both of them their first and second Bar Mitzvahs.
Leigh Baruch (front left) demonstrated just how
personal and emotional the Torah is!

For WLS the 50th anniversary year is coming to
an end; but, in the tradition of making good
things last as long as possible, our Mitzvah day
celebrations are being extended into January.
We have two more Mitzvah days, for me and
Jenny Sclaire, in January. The group will then
continue to support Jo Ludwin, who hopes to
have her Bat Mitzvah in the summer. Having
established such a successful ‘study buddies’
group – we are also now discussing how to move
forward as group and we would warmly welcome
others to join us; whether or not you want to
celebrate your own Bat or Bar Mitvah.

Bob Kamall

End of year report – Adult Bat & Bar Mitzvah class

Back row: Peter Benscher, David Peterson, Jenny Sclaire, Rabbi Richard Jacobi, Bob Kamall
Front row: Leigh Baruch, Jo Ludwin, Tina Gold
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Mitzvah Day 2010

On Sunday 21st November we held our
Mitzvah Day. There is nothing so
satisfying as bringing the ‘very young at
heart’ of our community together with
our young members.

Our Friendship Club was treated 
to a wonderful concert put on by
Woodford Liberal Musical Youth, with
Jonny Hurst organising and compereing.
What a talented crowd of young people
we have –  from singing to playing violin,
recorder, piano and clarinet. 
They were so confident and really
looked as if they were enjoying
themselves. It was a wonderful
afternoon showcasing our young
peoples’ talent. They do us proud!

Jenny Sclaire

––– o –––

Woodford Liberal Synagogue
celebrated Mitzvah Day 2010 by
putting on a special friendship club
event for seniors in our community,
free of charge. It was MC'd by
Woodford's very own Jonny Hurst,
and featured performances by our
talented Woodford Musical Youth. They
ranged in age from 5 to 15. 

It was followed by a delicious tea, with
sandwiches and home-made cakes.
Woodford Chairman, Dan Janoff said, 
"I am honoured to see our young people
giving their time and energy for the
enjoyment of others. It warmed the
hearts of everyone present, on a cold
November afternoon. What a talented
bunch!

Our thanks for the wonderful afternoon at 
Woodford Liberal Synagogue on November
21st. Nicola and Harriet with all the helpers
in the kitchen,worked so hard to provide a
beautiful tea which was much appreciated
by everyone who attended.

The "icing on the cake" was the musical
entertainment by all the children who
played their instruments and sung to us. 

A big thank you to the choir master who
directed them and gave them confidence
to perform.

We send our best wishes to you all.
Yours,

Sheila Rothman and Netta Cohen



8

I wasn’t expecting to go to
Synagogue whilst on my
summer holiday in Croatia. Yet,
during a guided tour of the old
Diocletian Palace in Split I
unexpectedly discovered a
small, undistinguished sign in
Hebrew, embellished in the
stone walls. I managed to
make out (whilst still keeping
an ear on the guide’s talk of
Roman Emperors) the words
“Beit Knesset”. Waiting for the
end of the guide’s explanation
of The Diocletian Caesar, I
questioned him on whether a
Synagogue still existed in Split,
to which he told me that he
was not aware of one. I
returned later to investigate
and found a discreetly
positioned doorway leading up
to a second floor apartment.

Nervously I rang the doorbell,
about to flee if I had been 
misguided, but thankfully a
cheerful young lady welcomed
me in. Up another flight of
stairs I entered a Synagogue.
Around half the size of our
Sanctuary, it was subtle and
plainly decorated. I asked for
some information about the
community and was told that
there were only 60 adult
members still living in Split, no
Rabbi, and only occasionally
held services when they could
organise a visiting Rabbi and 
a guaranteed Minyan. They 
were currently trying to
negotiate obtaining a Rabbi 
for High Holy Days, but 
were unsure if they would 
have to provide transport 
from Zagreb (approximately
300miles away). 

The next stop on my holiday was Dubrovnik. The
history of the Jews in Dubrovnik is much more
celebrated than that in Split. This is mostly down 
to the fact that the Republic of Dubrovnik allowed
Jews to practice their religion freely in return for 

large taxes to the Catholic
Government, and a promise to
help in any disagreements with
the Ottoman Empire. This
lasted pretty much from the
early 12th century until the
Second World War. 

The Synagogue in Dubrovnik
was down a small street
named Zudioska, which
translates into “Jew Street”.
The area used to be a Jewish
ghetto, with one of the city
walls at one end and a locked
gate at the other. Having said
this, the Jews appear to have
been treated rather well up
until the Second World War,
when Croatia sided with Nazi
Germany and began to
persecute the small Jewish
community left in Dubrovnik.
After the war, there were
approximately 70 Jewish
people left in Dubrovnik, but
this was reduced to 45 after
the War of Yugoslavia in the
early 1990s.

The Synagogue itself was
partially destroyed in the
Yugoslavia War, but through
some minimal funding from 
the Croatian Government and
a large donation from New
York, the building was
restored. Nowadays, services
are mostly only held in the
summer, when visiting Chabad
Rabbis come to help with the
tourist visits. I was told that 
on the Shabbat that I visited,
they had held a service in a
local hotel with 63 Jews in
attendance. Unfortunately the
community decide not to 
hold services in the actual
synagogue, as it has been

mostly turned over to a museum of Jewish history
and used for tour guides. This I felt was a real 
shame, but who am I to argue with a Rabbi…

Josh Newham

Josh holidays in Croatia – and finds a gem
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The Re-dedication of Woodford Liberal Synagogue

The culmination of Woodford Liberal
Synagogue’s 50th anniversary year was a day 
of communal celebration, religious reflection 
and blindfold chocolate eating.

Taking place on Shabbat Chanukkah –
Saturday December 4 – the day started with 
a beautiful Rededication service.

Expertly put together by Rabbi Richard
Jacobi, it included as much of the
congregation as possible – the call-ups and
mitzvahs a thank-you for the efforts of so
many over the last 12 months.

Especially touching was a reading by Council
Chair Dan Janoff and Vice Chair Ruth Seager,
who led the community in rejoicing at
reaching a ‘Herculean Fifty’.

Then it was off upstairs for a traditional
Chanukkah party. Put on by Josh Newham
and his Cheder crew, the stalls got everyone
– from the youngest to oldest – moving and
having fun.

Whether it be hopping on the spot, for which
the record was five minutes and counting, 

Dan Janoff, Chair of WLS, presents a 50@50 Certificate to 
Rabbi Richard Jacobi.

spinning a Dreidel or having a face painted –
laughter echoed around the upstairs of the Shul for
hours.

In traditional WLS style, there was a huge Chavurah
buffet that kept on going right until the end of the
festivities too.

Truly a day, and a year, to treasure!

Simon Rothstein
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Burial and Cremation News

It is not often that we can report that your
Burial and Cremation secretary is the bearer
of good news. However, Jonny Hurst is
pleased to advise of some new developments
which will be of interest to our friends as well
as members ... 

Friends of WLS are now able to join the 
WLS Burial & Cremation Scheme

The non-Jewish partner of a member of WLS
(amongst others) has been eligible to join
WLS as a “Friend” for the last few years.
Until recently, only WLS Members (as
opposed to Friends) were eligible to join the
WLS Burial & Cremation Scheme (“the
Scheme”).  However, following the welcome
decision by the administrators of
Edgwarebury Cemetery to permit the burials
of non-Jewish partners of Jewish members,
WLS’s council  recognised that there are
circumstances where a Friend of WLS may
wish to join the Scheme.

Consequently, Friends of WLS are now to be
eligible to join the Scheme if they wish to 
do so.

The effect of extending the Scheme in this
way means that Friends of WLS can now
make arrangements to be buried at
Edgwarebury cemetery with their partners, or,
if they wish,  they can be cremated at Golders
Green Crematorium. Unfortunately, “mixed”
burials are not currently an option at
Cheshunt Cemetery.  

Our commitment to equality, wherever
possible,  in meeting the needs of both our
Friends and Members, is, of course, entirely
consistent with our liberal principles. This
development is, I believe, a significant one,
particularly given the increasing number of
Woodford Families who we welcome through
our doors, where one of them is Jewish and
the other is not.

WLS’s council has adopted a policy
whereby, from 1 January 2011, the Scheme
will make limited payments to the surviving
family of a  member of the Scheme whose
funeral does not take place at  Golders
Green, Edgwarebury or Cheshunt. 

“WLS recognizes that whilst the vast majority
of members of the Scheme wish to be
buried at Cheshunt or Edgwarebury or
cremated at Golders Green, these options
do not suit every member’s personal
circumstances, particularly where the
partner of such a member is not Jewish.
Consequently, all Members and Friends of
WLS have the right:

1. to belong to the WLS Burial & Cremation
Scheme; AND EITHER

2. A) if in the Scheme, to be buried at
Cheshunt or Edgwarebury or the right
to be cremated at Golders Green; OR

2. B) the right to request that instead of 2A),
the Scheme makes a contribution
towards the cost of such alternative
funeral arrangements as the member/
member’s family may desire, such
contribution being equivalent to what
the cost would have been to the
Scheme had the member elected for a
burial or cremation at Cheshunt,
Edgewarebury or Golders Green, as
the case may be PROVIDED THAT the
member’s estate/the member’s family
shall at all times be financially
responsible for all such alternative
funeral arrangements.”

All members and friends of WLS should be
encouraged to plan and save for their funeral.
The previous inflexibility of the Scheme did
not help a significant number of our
Members/Friends/their families.  This policy
seeks to give all (rather than the majority) of
Members and Friends a benefit from
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Consoling the Bereaved –
what will we do?

Death is a part of life. It is the part about
which we speak in hushed tones, by allusion
(“he’s gone to a better place”, “She’s been
called back to her Maker”, and so on). Even
the Big ‘C’ has been outed and we can use
the word cancer more openly in society.
However, the ‘D’ word remains hard to state.

Yet everyone reading this article will have
some knowledge and experience of a person
close to them dying, of the permanent change
this has brought about, of the juxtaposing of
presence and absence in the deceased’s
ongoing influence.

We have many members who are good
friends with each other, and we have many
who have close (geographically and
emotionally) families. There are also members
for whom neither of these life-affirming factors
is true. For them, our mechanisms for offering
support to people who are bereaved have
been improved by the telephone contact from
the volunteers in Woodford in Touch.
However, I feel that we as a community
collectively can do more to hear and value
those who have suffered significant loss. We
can collectively ensure they have people
around them one month, three months, six
months, one year, two years on from the
death. These people will listen to their
sadness, hear the misery they are
experiencing, feel the aloneness. And these
people will provide human warmth, company,
connection to a wider community. They will
help those who are bereft of someone to find
their way forward in life.

Could you be one of the people fulfilling the
mitzvah of comforting the bereaved? Could
you visit or meet with a fellow member and be
with them once in a while? Could you offer
kindness and see what comes back? If so,
please contact me this month so that we can
develop a better way of being in community.

Thank you.

Rabbi Richard Jacobi

The WLS Tree of Life
is a lovely way to
commemorate a special
person or event – birth,
marriage, bar/bat
mitzvah or a life. 

Purchase a ‘leaf’, and a
plaque engraved with
your message will be
attached to a leaf.  
The cost per leaf is £50.

To arrange a purchase, or for more 
information, contact the Synagogue Office 

on 020 8989 7619 or e-mail
info@woodfordliberal.org.uk

Tree of Life

belonging to the Scheme.  Once again, this is a
further example of the qualities of equality and
fairness underpinning WLS’s decision-making.

Edgwarebury Cemetery

Those of you who may have attended a funeral
at Edgwarebury in recent years will have
noticed that the Cemetery is very much in need
of urgent maintenance work, both major and
minor. I have been assured at a recent LJ Burial
officers’ meeting that an improvement  as to the
general state of the cemetery will be noticeable
during the course of 2011, although it will take
somewhat longer for some of the major works
to be planned, budgeted for and completed. 

If any  Member or Friend has funeral-related
query, please do not hesitate to contact me by
calling or emailing me, the details of which
appear below.

Jonny Hurst
WLS  Burial & Cremation Secretary

Tel: 020 8926 1237        
Mob: 07973 361479    

email: jonny@woodfordliberal.org.uk
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Friendship Club
Sunday 30th January

2–4pm
Programme to be confirmed

Please ring :
Harriet (020 8524 4505) 

or Nicola (020 8418 9586)
to book your place to ensure 

we can adequately cater 
Entrance fee: £3.00

A speedy recovery to anyone
unwell at this time.

Happy 
Birthday to:

� Zac Hurst

� Josephine Greenhaigh

� Isabelle Levy

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
� Iris & Harold Lorrell

� Karen & Simon Brody with
Jack, Joshua & Evie

� Amanda Abrahams with
Nicole & Sabina

�  Mel Millenbach, who will be celebrating
his 65th birthday. Friday 18 February
kiddish to celebrate Meel’s birthday and
retirement – all are welcome to join us.

�  Bob Kamall and family on his adult
Bar Mitzvah.

�  Jenny Sclaire and family on her adult
Bat Mitzvah.

�  Hilton & Jan Ellis on the birth of twin
grandchildren, Minnie & Jonah, born to
Gary and Danielle Conwway.

�  Both Jenny Sclaire & Hilton Ellis, who
each celebrate ‘special’ birthdays!

Sincere thanks to Rabbi Richard, 

the Council and members of our

community who by their presence and

kind words have been such a comfort

to me in the loss of my dear brother

Maurice.
Ros Avnir

WOODFORD LIBERAL SYNAGOGUE

GOLDEN QUIZ
The ever popular supper quiz 

is back celebrating our
Golden Anniversary

Saturday 26th March
at 7.30pm

Woodford Liberal Synagogue
Marlborough Road, E18

Cost £12.50 per person

Tables of 8 please

To book your places please contact
Jenny Sclaire– 07813 309503

Email: JenClaire@aol.com
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As many of you know, on the 6th November 2010
I celebrated my adult Bat Mitzvah. The journey
towards the event was helped along by our
wonderful Rabbi and a very special group of
people who managed to make my studies fun
and insightful.   

Why did I choose to be Bat Mitzvah at 
this time of life?  Two reasons. First when
approached by the Rabbi about it my wonderful
son stepped in and said ‘she will do it,’ and I
thought it would be nice to celebrate my 50th
birthday year with that of the synagogue’s 50th
anniversary.  It was a wonderful experience and I
am so happy Nathan talked me into it. Once
again I would like to thank the Rabbi and my
wonderful study buddies, as well as Donna and
Nathan, for all their help.

Leigh Baruch

Leigh’s Bat Mitzvah

Jacob Janoff celebrated his Bar Mitzvah at
Woodford Liberal Synagogue on Saturday, 
27th November, supported by Rabbi Richard
Jacobi, and many friends and family of  proud
parents Dan Janoff and Tracey Grant." 

(Photo credit: Sam Janoff)

Jacob’s Bar Mitzvah

ENGLISH
TUTORING

Experienced Head of 
Key Stage 3/4 English 
and AQA Examiner 
available to tutor at all
ages, including GCSE 
and A-Level.

Please contact 
Clare Rothstein 
07779 254 193
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Brenda Heller recommends ‘Echoes’

Bridge is just about ‘bidding’?

I am a dedicated fan of Danielle
Steel and, although she is not
Jewish, her books often contain
characters that are Jewish. 

I have just read Echoes and I
found this book so compelling
that any Jew will find it hard to
put down. I hope the following
synopsis will whet your appetite
without giving too much away. 

The book opens in 1915 where a
German Jewish teenager is on
holiday in neutral Switzerland
with her Orthodox family. She
meets and falls in love with a
French Roman Catholic count.
The couple face a double
whammy; not only are their
families from strict religions of
different beliefs, but Germany
and France were on opposing
sides during World War 1.

They eventually marry with both
families disowning them – the
Jewish family saying Kaddish
over their daughter as she is
dead to them.  She converts to
being a Catholic and the couple
have two daughters. 

Tragedy strikes when he is killed
in a riding accident but she
survives with the help of relatives
of her late husband. 

The Second World War erupts
and her parents are transported
to a concentration camp where
they perish. As she is now a
Catholic,  her elder daughter, a
Carmelite nun, and her friends
and family believe her to be
dead but she is safe. However

someone recognises her and
before long her younger
daughter and her are deported
to Dachua and perish. The only
survivor is the elder daughter,
the nun, she is told about her
Jewish heritage and leaves the
convent so as not to endanger
the other Nuns. She goes into
hiding with a relative of her
father but is found by the Nazis
and sent to a concentration
camp. She manages to escape
from the camp and is helped by
partisans.

After the war she returns to the
convent to finish her vows but
ends up marrying a gentile (who
help Jewish children during the
war). Although all the characters
are fictitious the historical
backdrop to the book is fact. 

Danielle Steel’s descriptions of
the horror of the story are, I am
sure, fact. I hope I have not
given too much away; it is
compulsory reading. 

Brenda Heller

Did someone say Bridge is just about
bidding? Don’t let them fool you – the WLS
Bridge Club is about food and chat too!

Meeting every Wednesday evening at
7.30pm at the synagogue, the players
enjoy numerous games of Bridge with
varying results. However none of this
would have got off the ground without the
valiant patience of our wonderful tutor, 
Sid Barrat. Being a keen Bridge enthusiast,
Sid offered to teach anyone who was
interested in learning, and now nearly 
2 years on we’re expanding – not just our
waistlines either! 

Anyone interested in joining us? Just 
give Sid a call on 020 8928 0435, email
sidney.barrat@ntlworld.com or pop down
one Wednesday evening to view the 
action. You’ll be most welcome.

Sid’s ‘reward’ for giving up his Wednesday evenings – and to show our
appreciation at his determination that we will learn – was a post-Chanukah
meal at The Ark in Hermon Hill.  On the left: Simon Rothstein, Marion Sklar
(a keen learner from Welwyn Garden City!), David & Judy Toffell.  On the right:
Clare Rothstein, Sid Barrat, Jocelyn Shepherd and Frank Godson
(respectively Chair and Hon President of Sukkat Shalom). Unfortunately Steve
Davis, one of our original four beginners, wasn’t able to attend the evening.



Into the Woods
(Open Air Theatre)

It seems a very long time ago that
I sat in a sunny Regent’s Park to
watch one of my favourite
musicals, “Into the Woods” by
Stephen Sondheim.

Many people will know the most
famous works by Sondheim
particularly “ A Little Night Music”
or “Sweeney Todd”.  Sondheim
never writes classic musicals and
his repertoire is a bit like Marmite,
you either love it or hate it.

“Into the Woods” is a dark but
humorous reworking of Grimms’
Fairy stories including Jack and
the Beanstalk, Red Riding Hood
and Cinderella.  Forget any idea of
‘happy ever after’.  This is the
other side of the fairy stories
where characters find themselves
in unfamiliar circumstances and
their lives are questioned and
revisited.

The musical is not as melodic as
you find in classic musicals but I
find the whole piece fascinating
and, set in the park, absolutely
magical.  The cast work incredibly
hard, the sets are amazing and the
production moves along at a
cracking pace.

Not often revived, it’s well worth a
try if you don’t know the show.
You might find it’s one of your
favourites too.

The Prisoner of
Second Avenue

(Vaudeville Theatre)

From the bizarre to the hilarious!
Neil Simon is a huge favourite of
mine and this comedy, written 
40 years ago, is one of his classic
pieces.

Mel (Jeff Goldblum) and his wife
Edna (Mercedes Ruehl) live on the
14th floor of a skyscraper in New
York.  In a blisteringly hot summer,
Mel’s life disintegrates around him
and Edna has to pick up the
pieces.

With any Neil Simon’s play, you
know what to expect.  Great one
liners and brilliant observations

about life from
the master of
the genre.  
The cast are
great, led by
the two stars.
I enjoyed every
minute.

The Habit of Art
(Lyttelton Theatre)

Now something much more
serious, but in some ways, just as
funny.  The time is 1972 and
Benjamin Britten (Malcolm Sinclair)
seeks advice from his former
collaborator and friend, 
W. H. Auden ( Desmond Barrit)
They have not met for 25 years (in
fact the meeting never took place)
and they review their lives and
work through an alcoholic haze. 

Amusing and thought-provoking,
they reflect on getting old, what
constitutes creativity and carrying
on when the incentive is no longer
there.  This they refer to as “The
Habit of Art”
and neither man
can come up
with a good
reason for
continuing their
work other than
they can’t help
themselves.

Another one not for the easily
offended, the men behave
outrageously with each other and
everyone else they come into
contact with.  In the end they
continue with their lives which is
what they have to do.

Great fun and quite sad in places,
the main characters are deeply
moving and the high standards of
the National Theatre shine through
as usual.  The other members of
the cast add support to the
outstanding performance of
Sinclair and Barrit.  Another hit for
the NT!

Blood and Gifts 
( Lytlleton Theatre)

Reading today about the current
situation in Afghanistan, this fine
play demonstrates the involvement
of the Western powers in the
region which has continued in
different forms for over a century
without significant change to the
basics of the country.

As the Soviet army fought in
Afghanistan in 1981, both the CIA
and the Foreign Office work with
Afghani warlords and the Pakistani
Secret Service to try to halt their
progress.

Trust is a very rare commodity in
this situation while betrayal is
commonplace.  Clear political
action becomes impossible in the
face of mutual suspicion and
shifting loyalties.

A profound and thought-provoking
play, the cast are all remarkable
with Lloyd Owen and Adam James
outstanding as the CIA and 
British Secret Service Agents, 
who  struggle to do their duty in
bewildering circumstances.
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What’s going on?  
Sue Kaye reviews London’s theatre scene



SCLAIRE
CHIROPODY PARTNERSHIP

HPC Reg. Chiropodists/Podiatrists

We treat all foot and gait problems. 

We also specialise in 

sports injuries and biomechanics.

535 Rainham Road South

Dagenham, Essex RM10 7XJ

Tel: 020 8595 9751/9111

Email: FOOTFOLK@aol.com

DAN JANOFF
M A S S A G E  T H E R A P I S T

I hold an ITEC Diploma in Holistic Massage
(Distinction) and specialise in Swedish

massage technique, which relaxes and reduces
stress and helps 

promote good health.

I practice in South Woodford, E18 
or can make home visits if required.

Tel: 020 8504 2099
or

Email: d.janoff@btinternet.com
to arrange an appointment.

DPT (Wear) Ltd 

Suppliers and distributors of

clothing and health and beauty products

to the retail trade for more than sixty years

congratulate WLS on reaching this milestone

and wish you every success for your future development 

DPT House, Watchmead, Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, AL7 1LT


