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WLS Communal Seder
Come and join us for our 
great Communal Seder

It will be held in the Shul on Tuesday 19th April at 6.30pm.
Price remains for another year at £8 for adults. Children of all ages free.

Please bring your own dinner (no hametz or meat).  We will provide the ritual food.

Please book your places with the Shul office by Thursday 7th April.
Please note: We will be using the new LJ Haggadah B’chol Dor Va-Dor published in 2010.

If you haven’t already purchased a copy, these are available through the office. Price £8.50

If you would like any further information, please contact anyone on Rites and Practices.

WOODFORD LIBERAL SYNAGOGUE

GOLDEN
The ever 
popular supper 
quiz is back 

celebrating our 
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
Saturday 26th March

at 7.30pm

Woodford Liberal Synagogue
Marlborough Road, E18

Cost £12.50 per person

Tables of 8 please

To book your places please contact
Jenny Sclaire: 07813 309503

Email: JenClaire@aol.com

WLS Friendship Club
Sunday 13th March

from 2 to 4pm
Please ring: Harriet (020 8524 4505) 

or Nicola (020 8418 9586)

to book your place to ensure 
we can adequately cater

Entrance fee: £3.00

COME ONE!
COME ALL!

to
THE GREAT WLS PURIM SPIEL

SUNDAY 20th MARCH
from 4-6pm

at Woodford Liberal Synagogue
Entertainment * Food * Fun

and a good afternoon guaranteed!
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A full house see and hear Rabbi Lionel Blue
Woodford Liberal
Synagogue hosted
an ‘Evening with
Rabbi Lionel Blue’
last Sunday (23
January).  About
100 people were in
the audience as
Rabbi Blue talked
about his latest
book – The God
Seeker’s Guide –
described as a
companion for
those searching, or
thinking about
searching, for God.
Rabbi Blue started
the evening by
warning his
audience that because he has Parkinson’s
Disease his voice may waver – before talking for
just over an hour, unscripted and standing
throughout, with his usual sense of humour and
warmth.  He spoke about some of his personal
challenges and how he learnt to see them as
opportunities.  How he started to rediscover
‘spirituality’ when he attended a Quaker meeting

whilst sheltering
from the rain.  He
explained how he
discovered the
importance of
humour and why it
is spiritual to share
a joke.  In the
question and
answer session at
the end of the
meeting he
expounded on the
delights of
Cinnamon Toast –
even offering a
quick recipe, which
no doubt many
members of the
audience will soon

try at home.  Woodford Liberal Synagogue
presented Rabbi Blue with one of their 50@50
certificates, commemorating the Synagogues 50th
anniversary – and, thanks to the generosity of the
audience, we have sent a cheque for £320 to his
nominated charity, the Margaret Centre, at Whipps
Cross Hospital.

Robin Muswell



Sophie Barnett, mother of
David and Alan Barnett,
reached her 100th birthday
on 14th January 2011 and
a celebration for family
and friends, including
those who travelled from
Australia and the USA was
held on 15th January.

Sophie was born near Kiev
in the Ukraine, then part of
Tsarist Russia, but was

brought to England as a baby. Her early life was spent
in Silvertown and she went to school in Canning Town.
She married her adored husband Jack, having known
him from childhood, in 1936, a marriage which lasted for
66 years. They had several fish and chip shops, before
and after the second world war, in Poplar, where they
lived until 1958, before moving to Wanstead and then to

South Woodford. Since 2007 she has lived in a
residential care home in Ilford.

She has two sons, six grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.

Claire Goldsmith, one of Woodford Liberal’s four Life
Vice Presidents, also
reached her 100th year this
month. A kiddush to
celebrate this was arranged
for Saturday 12th February,
but unfortunately Claire
wasn’t well enough on the
day to attend. This picture
was taken last year at the
Civic Ceremony which
ushered in the 50th
Anniversary year for WLS.

As I sit and pen this note,
the sun is shining and it
almost looks inviting outside
my window – though I know
it is still winter and very
nippy out there.  Yes, it still
feels like winter, but there
are the small signs of spring

in the air and on the earth, particularly visible if
you’re paying attention on an allotment.  

By the time this issue of Bimah lands through
your letter box I hope there will be an end to
winter and many visible signs of spring.   Purim
will be around the corner, and four weeks later it
will be Passover, and hopefully the horseradish in
our allotment will be looking a bit more alive
above ground then it looks now.  But I’m sure that
the potent horseradish root living under ground
will be just fine when called upon to sit on the
seder plate and accompany the fish balls at
Pesach.

Speaking of fish balls…  I hope you were lucky
enough to be able to attend a very special
evening at Woodford in January when we hosted
the delightful Rabbi Lionel Blue.  He regaled his
audience with many poignant personal anecdotes
about his religious faith and how it developed,
peppered with much humour and many funny

jokes - including a memorable one about fish balls
and a kind word from a discreet Jewish waiter.
On the night over three hundred and twenty
pounds was raised for the Margaret Centre
hospice at Whipps Cross hospital – Rabbi Blue’s
chosen charity.   It was a memorable night.

In retrospect, there have been many memorable
events at Woodford recently, including some
special adult Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, as well as an
impressive Kaballat Torah service which was even
featured on the BBC World Service.   We’re very
proud of all concerned!   

And I want to take this opportunity to thank all our
lay readers who give their time and energy to lead
our services when Richard is off-duty.  You are the
un-sung heroes of Woodford, and a credit to the
community.

So, here’s an early reminder that Tuesday the 
24th May is the date of our Annual General
Meeting. I hope you’ll put it in your diary and be
able to join us in reviewing the past year, and
taking an opportunity to thank all those who have
helped sustain our community.

Best wishes,

Dan Janoff, Chairman
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Winter musings from the Chair

Two centenarians at WLS!
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WOODFORD LIBERAL SYNAGOGUE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday 24th May 2011 – at the Synagogue – 8.00pm

The Annual General Meeting of the Synagogue will be held in the Synagogue on Tuesday 24 May at
8.00pm. Nominations are required for vacant posts on Council and all nominations need to reach
the Synagogue by Tuesday 5th April 2011. They should indicate the name of the proposer and seconder
and be accompanied by evidence that the person nominated is willing to stand.

Any person wishing to move a Resolution at the meeting should send a copy of any such
Resolution to the Synagogue by Tuesday 5th April 2011.

It should be noted that according to the Constitution of the Synagogue only members not more than 
two calendar months in arrears with their subscriptions shall have the right to vote at the meeting and be
eligible for membership of the Council.

J Toffell, Hon Secretary

- AGENDA -
1. Opening Prayer
2. Minutes of last AGM
3. Chairman’s Report
4. Rabbi’s report
5. Treasurer’s Report
6. Burial & Cremation Secretary’s report
7. Bimah report

8. Membership & PR report
9. Education report

10. Rites & Practices report
11. Election of members to Council
12. Election of Auditor
13. Resolutions
14. Any other business

Gerald Lewis-Azayear (second on the left) with his karate
instructor (far left) and some of his team mates. Gerald
has reached green belt level. Well done!

Gerald is also planning another parachute jump this year
to raise yet more money for charity.

Jewish Travel Buddies are pleased to
announce the launch of the only social

networking site in the world 
dedicated to solo Jewish travellers.

Meet, chat and find Jewish travel
companions of any age, sex or nationality.

Find travel buddies with similar interests 
by searching our database of members 

and book hotels, flights or complete
vacations directly from the site, 
all completely free of charge.

For further details please contact 
Michelle Rose on 07798 534703 or
michelle@jewishtravelbuddies.com

www.jewishtravelbuddies.com



I write this the day after I
went to see the film, starring
Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush
and Helena Bonham-Carter.
It was a rare treat, not only
because the film was
excellent, but perhaps even
more so because of the
conversation that Lyn,

Hannah and I had on the way home afterwards.
We shared our experience of the movie and
added extra snippets, the choicest of which was
Hannah’s information that it was Firth’s sister, a
voice therapist, who helped him learn how to
stammer. His character’s stammer was caused by
the Royal Family being too obsessed with their
roles and duty. It was a needless agony imposed
by their harsh words and busyness. One of the
most important accolades Colin Firth can receive
is, I would suggest, an affirmation from the British
Stammering Association of the realistic
representation he has given. (There is a
fascinating conversation between Firth and the
BSA’s Chief Executive Norman Lieckfeldt on-line
at: www.stammering.org/colinfirth.html).

That time with family members was part of what
made the afternoon special for me and I have the
suspicion I will remember it for a long time. So,
why am I telling you this? The answer sits in a
teaching I learned through another medium, that
of a book written by Rabbi Lawrence Kushner,
which I am reviewing for LJ Today. The final
chapter presents a sermon he delivered on Yom
Kippur to his community in the Sudbury River
Valley in Massachusetts, which he based on a
play by Thornton Wilder, entitled ‘Our Town’. A
heart-wrenching scene in the play pictures one
character, a young woman who had died in
childbirth going back to view her early life. Her
very painful realisation was that everyone in her
family was, as Kushner puts it: “too busy living to
realize that they are alive”.*

Talking with members of my Access to Judaism
class last week (Wednesday evenings at 8:30pm
either at Woodford or Sukkat Shalom if you’d like
to join us), I had a “Yes!” moment. One of them

said he enjoyed the classes, just as he enjoyed
services, as both occasions in the week enabled
him to change pace and step off the treadmill of
everyday life. We can all get sucked into this
mode of busyness – me, most certainly included –
but this mode does not serve us well.

Our congregation exists to reinforce special times
in Jewish history by remembering and reliving
them. We return to Shushan for our Purim Spiel
and anticipate laughter and joy. We return to
Egypt every year for about an hour on Seder
night, we re-tell the story, we remember the ‘tulip’
moment, we recall a full sanctuary of our
community enjoying and sanctifying the evening
together. Our families live when we remember and
revive shared moments, both special occasions
and unplanned, spontaneous and wonderfully life-
affirming moments. Let’s continue making and
revisiting happy and special memories, they are
what make us alive!

* Lawrence Kushner, I’m God; You’re Not, Jewish Lights
Publishing 2010, p.222

5

The King’s Speech… and Ours

Around the time of Claire Goldsmith’s
100th birthday and through the whole of
our fiftieth anniversary, I became very
aware of how much of the story of our
synagogue has been lost, or lies hidden 
(to the rest of us) in the memories of a few
of our longer-serving members. The story
of our four Torah scrolls, and how we came
to have them and their mantles, pointers,
etc.; the different kiddush cups, challah
board and cloths; who was involved in the
rebuilding project of the late eighties and
early nineties; who ran the Friendship
Club in its early years; and so on and so
forth.

PLEASE – if you have part of the story of
our synagogue, write it down and send it
in to Donna this month.

PLEASE – if you can volunteer time and
skill to collate articles and contributions,
to interview older members, and to help
build our archive, which might even
become multi-media, contact me, via
Donna in the office.



6

My Bar Mitzvah took place on 8 January when I
read from Parasha Bo, which deals with the last
three plagues and the preparations to leave
Egypt.  I choose to read Exodus 13 v1 to 16,
which is at the end of Parasha Bo and recounts a
speech given my Moses.  

I suggested that the purpose of the speech was
to start building a single community from the
mixed multitude about to be freed from slavery.
Moses was making it clear that there were certain
duties or promises to be kept by the freed slaves
and the generations to follow.  In building that
community they would develop Judaism as we
know it today.  We are reminded of their story
and the duties imposed on us every year at
Passover with the reading of the Haggadah and
the recognition that we were all freed from slavery
in Egypt.  In my sermon, I found comparisons
between the slaves leaving Egypt (in need of
guidance and reassurance about what the future

held) and our own community (coming to end of
its 50th anniversary and needing a new vision for
next ten, twenty, fifty years). 

Woodford has developed over the past fifty years
into a warm and welcoming community.  I think it
is a community at its best when working or
celebrating together – as demonstrated by its
communal Seder nights, the friendship club, the
children in Cheder or KT, and even the adult
‘study buddies’ – with who its been such fun to
study with for our Bar/Bat Mitzvot and now looks
to the future as an adult KT group!  

It was nice to see so many members of that
community in Shul to celebrate with me, my
family and friends.  Another demonstration of our
community’s warmth and welcoming nature – long
may it continue for the generations to come. 

Bob Kamall

Bob Kamall’s Bar Mitzvah opens 2011…
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Who would have guessed that from a casual
conversation with Rabbi Richard about 18 months
ago, that it would lead to me doing my Bat
Mitzvah on Saturday 22nd January, the day after
my 60th birthday. I mentioned I would like to
learn to read Hebrew, Rabbi Richard invited me to
join the adult education class and my destiny was
decided!

My portion was Exodus chapter 20 verses 1-14,
the giving of the Ten Commandments and it is
part of Par’shat Yitro.  This Parashaht  brings us
to one of the most defining moments in Jewish
history. The Children of Israel have been freed
from slavery in Egypt and what is about to take
place at Sinai is to shape the future of the human
race.

I chose for my sermon the subject of how the
women of this time were referred to – or not – as
the case may be. I also included, on a personal

level, how my wonderful father did not feel it was
too important for me to continue with my Jewish
education, whereas my brother had to attend all
his Chedar classes. I do know that this time
around, learning was much more meaningful
and enjoyable.

I would like to thank Rabbi Richard and my study
buddies. To Rabbi Richard for his guidance and
patience, and his incredible ability to correct my
portion reading from the back of the Synagogue
while greeting a visitor. To my study buddies for
always being so supportive and making me
believe that I would get to that day and do my
Bat Mitzvah. I look forward very much to our
classes continuing with many discussions, lots 
of tea and cakes (maybe the odd glass of
champagne) and to understand more about
Torah and our services.

Jenny Sclaire

… followed by Jenny Sclaire’s Bat Mitzvah 
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I attended this year’s event, as I regularly do, and
would like to tell you a little about it.

The gathering is a conference which is usually
timed for the first or second weekend before Dec
25th; and is an excellent opportunity to escape
the usual razzmatazz for a short time. It is offered
to the congregations of Bet Tikvah, Beth Shalom,
Cambridge, Harlow, PJCEA (Progressive Jewish
Community of East Anglia), Norwich, SWESRS,
Colchester, Sukkat Shalom, New Essex Masorti
and Woodford Liberal, plus invited speakers and
entertainers.

The venue was the Belsey Bridge Conference
Centre, close to the town of Bungay, not far from
Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft. The main building
is a former boarding school, but converted and
extended; offering pleasant and comfortable
accommodation in a very picturesque rural
setting. The staff are particularly friendly and
painstaking to ensure an enjoyable weekend.
Families are very welcome.

We were very fortunate that the weather and road
conditions were substantially better than in many
other parts of the Country and apart from side
roads needing a little extra care; there was little
problem. It did result in some of the scheduled
speakers not being able to attend however, but by
judicious (Jewdicious?) rescheduling, an excellent
programme was still presented.

Upon arrival and having settled in; the Shabbat
candles were lit, followed by a short Kabbalat
Shabbat service was led by Cantor Zoë Jacobs of
Finchley Reform Synagogue, of whom we were to
hear more during the course of the weekend.
There then followed the evening Kiddush before
dinner was served. 

The evening session was chaired by the new
Shlichah from Redbridge Jewish Community
Centre, Orli Kenig, (pictured below), 

during which the Rabbis David Hulbert of Bet
Tikvah, Larry Becker of Sukkat Shalom and
Stephen Howard of PJCEA were asked questions,
“Desert Island Discs” style, with musical input
from Cantor Zoë Jacobs. Of course nobody tried
in any way to embarrass the reverent gentlemen –
MUCH!

The next morning after breakfast; the Shabbat
Morning Service was led by Rabbi Larry Becker,
once again with input from our other Rabbis and
singing by our Cantor. Zoë Jacobs and the
Haftarah was read by Mitzi Cutler.

Following tea/coffee, none other than Rabbi
Danny Rich, the Chief Executive of Liberal
Judaism was on hand to give an overview of the
present condition and future development of
Anglo-Jewry; asking the rhetorical question, “with
the rapid decline in religious belief and the
weakening of Zionism as a unifying force, does
the Jewish community have a future in England?
The group then divided into small groups to
discuss Rabbi Rich’s presentation and having
reassembled; to give their comments and
questions, to which of course Rabbi Rich
responded.

Kiddush was then made followed by another
excellent lunch. The afternoon was then free.
Some remained in the centre, some followed
Rabbi Hulbert on a local walk, whilst yet others
“did their own thing. Having brought my camera, 
I myself made a little winter photo safari.

EAST (East Anglian Synagogues Together) Study Weekend 2010
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Afternoon tea was served at 4:15, after which, Zoë
Jacobs led Havdalah. Orli Kenig then provided us with
an Israeli movie telling the story of an El Al flight
Attendant and her resident Chinese domestic lady.
Having gone out briefly; the latter was arrested, found
to be an illegal immigrant and summarily deported to
Beijing, leaving her little boy behind in the apartment.
As his birth in Israel was unregistered, the authorities
would not believe that he even existed.

The rest tells how the flight attendant succeeded in
reuniting the two; making a very amusing and poignant
story.

After dinner, we were entertained by, The Tzigayner
Klezmorim: a remarkable group of very talented people
from Norwich. Their music was to say the least,
unusual, with dancing and festivity (and noshing) by the
audience.

On Sunday, after the Morning Service led by Rabbi
David Hulbert, Orly Kenig led a discussion session
inviting individuals to choose from a number of
charicatures of the map of Israel and to say about 
what these made them think. Needless to say; the
consequences were varied and quite unpredictable.

The final session of the weekend offered the choice
either of Rabbi Larry Becker with the story of three
Jewish explorers of the New World, via the expedition
of Columbus, or as an alternative, Renée Bravo on,
“Three Villains in the Bible: The Case for the Defence”.
This offered an interesting re-evaluation of received
wisdom.

Although very little new snow had fallen, it was sensibly
decided to bring the event to a slightly earlier close
than the schedule, allowing the return journey to be
completed in reasonable daylight, but despite the
weather, E.A.S.T. was again a great success and a very
enjoyable break. I encourage everybody to join me in
2011 (P.G.)

Warran Rolnis

(continued from page 8) Last year; Wednesday 23rd December, an 
e-mail arrived giving news of the funeral of
Mr. Robert Nathan, to take place the
following day. There were no children and it
was thought that friends and neighbours
might have difficulty in attending due to the
imminent Christian holidays and that
therefore some support was suggested from
WLS members.

I must admit that the thought of a widow and
others having to attend a burial with very few
present, particularly on such a bitterly cold
day, made me very sad, and being retired, 
I therefore decided to be there.

Fortunately others felt likewise and a good
minyan was easily on hand. 

I hope that this was some comfort to the
bereaved; to whom once more I give my
condolences.

Warran Rolnis
27 December 2010

Those who were present at the
Memorial Hall for my sermon on 
Yom Kippur morning will remember my
reference to a funeral I conducted with
just three people in the congregation. 

On 24th December, I was very grateful
that good members of our congregation
swelled the numbers of those
supporting a grieving widow and sister
from 5 to 11. Six people did a mitzvah,
which I know was greatly appreciated
by the family, and I thank them all. 

If you might be willing to be contacted
in similar circumstances, whether you
are male or female, I’d be very grateful 
if you would phone or email me 
07590-488260 or Jonny Hurst, our
Burials Secretary.

Rabbi Richard Jacobi
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Kabbalat Torah group take the Services

On Shabbat 17th - 18th December, our 
Kabbalat Torah group led both services. 
The Friday evening choral service featured a
focus by Isabella Goldstein, Hannah Jacobi, and
Jodie Simmons on the Hashkiveynu prayer. 

The following morning’s service was a little less
usual...

Reflections on an experiential Kabbalat Torah
service - 18th December 2010

From the moment I entered the sanctuary, I knew

that this was not to be a regular service. Walking
through the door, I was greeted with “Where are
you in birth order in your family?” This seemed a
rather odd question to ask for seating
assignments, but I replied that I was the eldest
and was directed to sit in the annexe off the
sanctuary.

As the service began, it became clear that my
birth order was having an adverse effect on my
experience of the service, as well as that of the
others in the annexe. Any announcements or
instructions were given towards those in the main
sanctuary alone. There was no comment or eye
contact—not even a passing glance was given to
the annexe-sitters. We did not have any part in
reciting various passages, and even the
responsive readings were explicitly apportioned to
those who were the youngest or middle children
in their families.

Initially our awareness of the deliberate bias in the
service was somewhat amusing—a clever
gimmick used to get those present to think about
the effects of favouritism (and even nepotism) on
all those involved. As the service progressed,
those of us seated in the annexe looked at each
other, smiled, waited for the game to end and the
“normal” service to resume, but we were
repeatedly disappointed. The experience had
another effect: even when there were bits of the
service that were not assigned to anyone, many
of us in the annexe became unsure whether we
were “allowed” to participate. Looking around to
see if anyone else was joining in, many of us,
including Jodie who was seated with us, fell
silent.

When it came time for the reading of the Torah,
our silence was punctuated by the sudden closing
of the partition. And although the door remained
slightly ajar and scattered words and chanting
wafted through, we were essentially isolated and
excluded from the proceedings. A few of us joked
about whether we “ignore them” and, eventually,
many started conversations because there was
little else to do.

As they delivered their D’var Torah, Hannah (I
think, but I couldn’t see) said rather loudly to
those sitting in the congregation: “well, maybe we
should let them in.” The partition was re-opened,
and the Torah service proceeded. It was then that

each kabbalat Torah shared something of their
journey toward the day. They spoke of the lessons

they learned from studying the parashah with
Rabbi Richard, which was about Jacob’s blessing
favoured the younger son of Joseph - Ephraim -
over his older brother - Menasseh. The told us
how they devised a service to help the
congregation experience and understand some of
the same lessons.

I have questions that I didn’t get to ask of the
“favourites” sitting in the sanctuary: As time went
on, did you think about those of us in the annexe?
Did you notice that we had no part in the
readings? What did you think when they shut the
partition? The three young women, Izzy, Hannah,
and Jodie, never gave a “wink and a nod” during
the early part of the service, which would have
immediately released us from our discomfort. The
service was designed for maximum effect, and I,
for one, have thought a lot about my experience,
particularly as a rabbi. I came away thinking about
those in our communities and our lives who feel
isolated or marginalised. I will continue to think of
how people can be included with a glance, or
excluded with a word. I will also think about
how—whether deliberate or accidental—
favouritism can be hurtful and can create walls
between parents and children, husband and wife,
boss and employee, and even rabbi and
congregant. The experience has underscored for
me how important it is to acknowledge and reach
out to all members of our community. And I thank
Jodie, Hannah and Izzy for reminding me of all
these things.
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Our sincere wishes for 
a speedy recovery to all
who are under the weather
at this time.

Sincere
Condolences to:

• Margaret Nathan, on the death of her
husband, Robert

• Trudy Gust and Family on the death of
her father, Charles Lyons

• Phil and Anne Isaacs on the death of
Jeremy Abrahams

• Rabbi Harry Jacobi and family on the
death of his cousin in Amsterdam

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

• Tania Somekh

• Feliks Voskoboynik & Jennifer Warren, 
a Woodford Family

Happy Birthday!
We have no birthdays listed

for March and April – 
if you have been omitted, 

our apologies – and please 
let us know your name 

and date of birth.

• Valerie and Howard Josephs have a new
grandson – Elizabeth had her third child on 
5th December, a little boy named Gilad
Charlie

• Ellie Levenson (former cheder teacher) 
and Richard Messingham, on the birth of 
Constance Ruth Levenson Messingham
(“Connie”) on 16th December 2010; first
grandchild for Howard and Ros Levenson

• Claire Goldsmith, celebrating her 100th
birthday

• Sophie Barnett, mother of David and Alan
Barnett, who reached her 100th birthday in
January

Our list of birthdays is woefully out of date. We
would appreciate having as many names and
birth dates as possible of children up to the age
of 18. Please email this to:

JenClaire@aol.com, spowell@lodgeservice.com
and bimahstuff@yahoo.co.uk 

Thanks

What do you like best about Woodford Liberal
Synagogue and why do you go to shul?
Alternatively, why don’t you go to shul?

• What would you like more of at shul?

• If there was one thing you could change, what
would it be – and how would you change it – 
and why?

We want to hear your answers!

After refreshments the second half will focus on
what we would like our shul to be in five years time
and how we intend to get there.

Please come and let your voice be heard!
Just phone the synagogue 8989 7619, or email
Donna – info@woodfordliberal.org.uk – letting her
know you wish to take part.

VISION & FOCUS
SUNDAY!

Sunday 10th April
from 3.00 to 5.30pm
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For the past 16 years Sarah, James and I have
been helping to welcome, feed and entertain
‘lonely’ people at the Methodist Church in
Highams Park.

On Christmas Eve we get to Church early and help
get the reception area ready to sit people at tables
of anything from 80 to 200 people. We help to get
the dining room ready to sit first, second and third
sittings for a fabulous lunch. On Christmas day we
again get to Church early to set the nuts, crisps
and sweets out on the reception tables. When the
visitors arrive, we sign them in (Health & Safety),
sit them down and bring them tea, coffee and
biscuits. Then we help the wheelchair-bound
people into the Church for a service.

Starting at noon we start wheeling the wheelchair
guests into the lunch room. Thereafter we return to

the reception room for teas coffee and
entertainment. At 4.00pm high tea is served with
homemade trifles and Christmas cake. At home
time, about 6.00pm, all the guest are given a
doggie bag and a box of chocolates.

We get home at about 7.00pm, exhausted but
happy we have done a good turn. We have made
so many friends, including the original Minister,
Peter Hudson, and his wife Celia, who often visit
our home for Pesach and whenever they are in
London.

What is astonishing is that Peter Hudson can read
Hebrew better than me! 

Michael Mather

Michael and his family help out at Christmas

“In early September 2010, a
group from Woodford visited the
Jewish Museum in Camden and
attended the launch of Professor
Martin Gilbert’s latest book, “In
Ishmael’s House”. Here, our
member Ian Wynch, who is very
interested in historical texts,
presents his review of the book.”

The ebb and flow of the Jewish
Diaspora is set here against the
backdrop of the spreading
dominance of Islam in the former
biblical lands  of the Middle East
and beyond. What started with
the Prophet  Mohammed’s
revelations founded in part on
the ancient Hebrew Bible, and
expanded and developed by
subsequent generations,  formed the framework
and mindset for Muslims’ attitude to the Jews then
and which exists to this day. 

Martin Gilbert lays before you an historical
narrative, which does not seek to claim any moral
high ground, but takes the reader through  a
social, religious and political terrain which Jews

had to negotiate to survive.
Whilst never accepted as equal
citizens in this long expanse of
time, the Jews were often shown
respect and tolerance which
enabled populations to flourish
and expand and talented
individuals to contribute to the
host nation. 

Mr Gilbert reveals the fluctuating
fortunes of established Jewish
populations and the fragility of
their existence when their fate
passed to less sympathetic
leaders. Without imposing his
own prejudices, he leaves the
reader to wonder how this
ancient people would  cling to a
way of life when set against  the

whim and ignorance and opportunism  of any
individual’s lust for power in lands often filled with
prejudice, jealousy and rage. 

Whilst there’s  always a sense of déjà vu as you
turn the pages of this impressive book, this reader
at least had the comfort of knowing those years of
suffering, tenacity and forbearance were not in vain.

‘In Ishmael’s House’ – by Martin Gilbert


