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Sunday 15th July
12pm – 4pmBuy tickets in advance from

Josh or the office:
£2 for adults (£3 on the day)

£1 for children (£1.50 on the day)

Hot and cold food and drinks,
bouncy castle, beat the goalie,
tennis, croquet, table tennis,
air hockey, tug of war, pool,
table football, music, table

games, hand-made cards and
craft stalls, face painting,
tombola, throw a sponge at 
the Rabbi, hook-a-duck, and

much much more!
Activities will be individually priced, with
proceeds going directly to the Synagogue.

At the home of
Paul and Sandra Ludwin:

Manor Barn
Manor Road

Lambourne End
Essex, RM4 1NH

If you wish to set up a stall 
at the fayre, please contact

Josh at
headteacher@woodfordliberal.

org.uk for details.



David and I had never
attended a Biennial
before, so after some first
class selling techniques
from Simon Benscher and
a desire to find out more
about the intriguing
subject matter, we
decided to go.

We were delighted to see
that so many other
members of WLS had
joined our delegation to
Bristol and what we saw
and heard there, and from
the feedback afterwards,
I’m sure they enjoyed it as
much as we did. It was nice to join 260
other Liberal Jews from all over the
UK.

The choice of hotel and all its facilities
was perfect and the packed itinerary
didn’t leave a minute to get bored.
Pete Tobias, Simon, Ruth and all those
concerned had clearly worked
tirelessly to put together a meaningful
and informative weekend.

On arrival, there was a buzz of people
greeting each other and catching up.
Although we were new, we were
warmly welcomed and felt instantly at
home. We got great guidance and
advice from veteran Biennial goers
such as Valerie and Howard Joseph,
who have been returning for over 20
years, proof enough of the Biennial
success.

The Friday night Shabbat
service was beautiful but
also had a fun element as
the Rabbis donned the
relevant costumes of
representatives across the
centuries who have made
contributions to our
current Jewish liturgy.
They brought their
characters into dinner and
each of them worked the
room trying to convince
each table to vote for
their particular character
from history. Rabbi Richard was the priest Micah and I

think he wore his long
white gown with great
aplomb.

At the Friday night dinner
we sat with mostly people
we didn’t know from
various other
congregations. It was
refreshing to meet other
Liberal Jews and to hear
about their Shul lives. 

On Saturday morning, we
all played a really fun
game aimed at saving
Jerusalem from
Babylonian destruction.
Once again we met more

different people and by the time we
attended the Shabbat morning service,
we were familiar with dozens more
faces than the night before.

There were 2 study and learn sessions
on Saturday and 2 more on the
Sunday, with panel discussions,
workshops for making Kippot, singing,
late night study sessions and endless
tea and food and all sorts more. The
subjects of the sessions were all
interesting and those David and I
attended were really informative and
thought provoking and the only down
side was they weren’t long enough.

All through the weekend, there were
activities for young people. Havdallah
was led by the LJY Netzer leaders and
the children, and they created a
wonderful atmosphere for us all.

Everything was built
around the title of this
Biennial, looking back on
our heritage and thinking
about how we are moving
forward and what the
future will bring. 

For David and me, looking
back we have obviously
missed out on some great
Biennials in the past,
looking forward… we are
off to the next one.

Tina Gold 
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Our 1st Biennial – LJ looking back, moving forward

‘Tent’ Service 
at the Biennial

WLS had one of the 
largest groups to 
attend the Biennial

Rabbi Richard Jacobi in 
Micah-mode… this photo, taken,
by a Reading congregant,
was widely viewed on Youtube!
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On Sunday 29th April 2012 Isabelle and I set off on a
trip to Israel like no other. We were honoured to
represent Isabelle’s school, Clore Tikva,  as part of the
“Living Bridge” project sponsored by UJIA. This twins
the school with a primary school in the north of Israel
called The Kerner School, the main focus of which is for
delegations, variously made up of teachers, pupils and
parents to visit each other's schools. It was amazing –
we were clapped in and welcomed like VIPs and every
single member of the school was involved, from the
youngest to the oldest; they spoke in English, Hebrew,
sang and danced – even the Dads on the trip were
moved!

The parent/pupil delegation we were part
of alternates each year with about 10
pupils from years 4 and 5 and 1 parent
each sponsored for the trip. The aim of
the project is for people to directly meet
each other and learn about each other's
cultures and way of life with a particular
emphasis on the English children
developing a lifelong love of Israel and
spreading their enthusiasm at home and
for the Israelis from the less
economically developed north to
experience a different way of being
Jewish in the diaspora.

The first day was spent in Jerusalem and
gave us our first chance to meet our
‘host children’. These were from the
same school years and they and their
families kindly offered to welcome us
into their homes at the end of the week
for Shabbat and the children joined us
for most of the activities throughout the
week as well.

The itinerary was extremely well planned
(and hectic) with activities for us all
together, but particularly suitable for
children, and some with the children 
and adults separately.

Monday started with a Kiddush al fresco
on a hillside overlooking Jerusalem with
the largest Chollah I have ever seen to
feed all the teachers, parents and
children. Of course there was a trip to
the Western Wall, which has obvious
significance to the adults, but was
introduced to the children in a wonderful
way with them really enjoying putting
their wishes in.

From Tuesday to Friday there were
constant activities planned, with the
children spending some of the time with
their host children in school, shadowing them in lessons
and sometimes doing things specially organised for the
visit, an amazing experience all round. They particularly
liked the petting zoo in the school, with rabbits, mice,
guinea pigs etc. I can’t begin to imagine what Health
and Safety in this country would make of it.

One of the days was spent on the  Moshav where the

Kerner school is, finding out about its small businesses,
one of which is a chicken farm, not free range by the
way, but never mind, where the children were allowed,
in fact positively encouraged, to collect the eggs
themselves, some still warm! Yet another great way to
interest them, giving them something practical to do,
rather than just sitting listening to a grown up lecturing,
and something different from anything they do at home
that they will always remember.

Other activities included a trip to Ts'fat, a very spiritual
town and Pe’ekin, a Druze village with one Jewish

family living in it. In both these places we
were treated to a tour by our excellent
guide who was with us all week, both
fascinating places with wonderful history
and atmosphere.

We also went to the Teffen Museum
owned by a global metal industrialist who
promotes peace through prosperity. Not
a concept that would ever have occurred
to me, but he noticed that peace often
comes when both sides become
prosperous. Obvious once it’s been
pointed out! To this end he employs
Jews and Arabs and does his best to 
put his principles into practice and be
environmentally friendly as well. 

On Thursday we were taken to a
holocaust museum called Yad L’Yeled
(Hand of the Child) which is particularly
designed to bring the subject to children
from the age of about 8 upwards and of
course was relevant to the adults as well,
very emotive.

Which brings us to Friday and Shabbat
with our host family. What can I say? 
An unbelievably warm welcome into their
home. One quote from the Dad sums
everything up. On meeting, “we may not
have met before but we are family
anyway”. 

On Saturday they took us on a tour  to
the Golan Heights with their views of the
Syrian border and some bunkers used 
by the Army to secure the area which
Isabelle found particularly interesting,
again something tangible and practical
rather than just looking at scenery which
is hugely significant to the adults but
maybe not so much for children.

And so it all had to end, although we did
manage to find time on the last Sunday
morning for another al fresco dining
experience, breakfast outside on a

kibbutz under the shade of some trees and some time
to recollect on the week together.

All in all an experience that could not be had in any
other way and hugely enriching for all involved.

Michelle Levy

Trip of a lifetime!

Isabelle next to her host pupil
overlooking Jerusalem

Druze and Israeli flags

Presentation at the Kerner School

Synagogue in Pe’ekin



I am sure that I am not
the first, nor will be I be
the last, to borrow the
above title from the LJ
Biennial Conference.  It
was a very apt tagline for
the biennial conference,
where in plenary sessions

delegates looked back to
learn how the history of
Judaism was rescued

from Jerusalem at the start of the Babylonian exile
and how the Torah (as we now know it) was first
written down during the period of exile.  The

conference also continued the process of moving
forward (an essential element of progress) in
various workshops exploring all aspects of Liberal
Judaism.

This was the first time that I have attended a LJ
Biennial and, although I was told it would be
enjoyable, I did wonder if it would be fully
engaging for the best part of three days.  I am
pleased to report that it was a very enjoyable
conference - the hotel was excellent, the company
very convivial, and the food was exemplary.  I look
forward to  the next biennial conference and let’s
hope that once again WLS will be one of the
largest delegations in attendance.

At WLS we recently held our Annual General

Meeting - another example of looking back &
moving forward!  This was my first AGM as chair -
and lessons have been learnt to take forward for
the AGM next year.  In my report to the AGM I said
that I had hoped my first year as chair would have
been a quiet year.  However, major changes were
required and with support of the wider WLS
community, Council has met the challenge.
Having a stable and effective Council helped us to

meet those challenges - much of what were able
to do was done because of the foundations
created my predecessors Dan Janoff and Simon
Benscher.  

They have both stepped from Council to take well
earned sabbaticals; WLS owes them both our
gratitude and I am sure you will join me in wishing
them well for the future. Going onwards, I am
pleased to note that we have four new members 
of Council, elected at the AGM, and I am looking
forward to working with each of them as WLS
continues to grow and develop.

Things are still changing at WLS, the AGM
included a key milestone in our plans for
refurbishing Marlborough Road – the decision to
seek outline planning permission for the proposed
building works. You will be hearing more about
these plans in the weeks and months ahead – as
we start in earnest with fund raising activities to
finance this exciting development.

This is of course the summer of the Jubilee and
the Olympic & Paralympic Games. There will much
to celebrate, most of it close by or neighbouring
our spiritual home in Woodford. These celebratory

events will involve a lot of “Looking Backwards,
Moving Forwards”.  When WLS celebrated its
fiftieth anniversary a few years ago we had good
cause to reminisce – to look backwards.  The
recent challenges, the response to those
challenges, and the plans now being put into
fruition suggest that we have a good reason to
look to the future – to moving forward.

Wishing you all an enjoyable, sunny, healthy
summer and I hope to see many of year at the
WLS Summer Fayre on Sunday 15 July!

Bob Kamall

Looking backwards, moving forwards!
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Ishmael Khaldi entertains us…
Ishmael Khaldi, Israel’s first Bedouin diplomat, came to WLS in
May and gave a most interesting talk. The third of 11 children,
he worked his way through the education system, gaining a
BSc and subsequently an MA at Tel Aviv university. 

He amused us with his early experiences in New York, his
loneliness on his arrival, then being ‘rescued’ by an Orthodox
family who assumed he was Jewish. 

Mr Khaldi has had his book, A Shepherd’s Journey, published,
relating his extraordinary life.

J Toffell
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Some very overdue views from the South Coast

Having re-read Ben Glassman’s hilarious account
of his first Rosh Hashanah in Exeter (BimahLite
Nov-Dec 2011) I thought it high-time I brought
some more up to date news from your other out-
post, not out West but way down South.

Our fledgling Liberal Community is thriving, indeed
beginning to fly. We feel very proper now having
our own set of initials, WLJC, “Wessex Liberal
Jewish Community” and also having a
representative on the various cross-communal
Jewish committees. Our High Holy days were very
well attended and we were delighted to welcome
Rabbi Alan Mann once more to conduct the
services, assisted by Student Rabbi Julia
Grishchenko accompanied by her lovely young
daughter, Isolda. Erev Yomtov, Rosh Hashanah
morning and Kol Nidre were spent in the
comfortable surroundings of the Village Hotel.
However, as we are still very much a nomadic
community, we were due to spend Yom Kippur in
the local Masonic Hall in a suburb of
Bournemouth.

Picture this, if you will, a group of forty-plus Jews
having parked their cars in the excellent car park
of the Masonic Hall, plus two Rabbis, and one of
our lay leaders clutching our large, heavy Sefer
Torah. Then disaster – the doors of the Hall were
firmly locked and no amount of our pushing,
peering through windows or banging on doors
would help. What to do? Fortunately, the members
with the large conservatory and biggish bungalow
who had hosted the previous Shavuot service said
– “come to us.” So it was that a convoy of slightly
disgruntled, hungry Jews set off for the middle of
Bournemouth. Before long, with everyone
participating schlepping tables, picnic chairs etc.
etc. we had formed our sanctuary. From a personal
point of view, it became the most memorable Yom
Kippur day and one we will always remember.
There was a sense of belonging and a spirituality
which was actually palpable. The day was further
enhanced by Student Rabbi Julia telling us about
her experiences of Judaism in Russia and
conducting a very enlightening “question and
answer” session in the afternoon. The day
concluded with us breaking the Fast together –
rather like a large family gathering – wonderful!

Succot proved to be a most satisfying and uplifting
festival for our community as we were given the
opportunity to share an enjoyable Yomtov lunch
together in the succah of friends who actually are

part of the Orthodox congregation here – a very
encouraging coalition effort!

We have an excellent Jewish magazine here called,
appropriately, “Wessex Jewish News,” which has
just celebrated its 100th edition. We read recently
that the Exeter Synagogue is very much on the
tourist trail together with the Cathedral and is
visited annually by hundreds of school pupils
together with their RE teachers, one of whom
apparently asked if they could visit the following
week perhaps to witness a Jewish funeral service –
they were told it could not be guaranteed.

Jews have been in these parts for hundreds of
years it seems, with synagogues in Falmouth and
Penzance. Exeter Synagogue itself had a mikveh
(on the second floor of the building) but it didn’t
survive for long! I wonder why?

The winter here was much easier than you had,
very cold at times though just recently we had a
spectacular hail storm which left everywhere
looking as if we had had a major snow storm. Life
is perhaps a bit calmer than in London, we can
always go down to look at the constantly changing
sea.

We continue to have our fortnightly Shabbat
services in the community hall of the Christchurch
Fire Station. We have had an excellent Purim
celebration and just last week an extremely
successful and enjoyable second communal Seder
led by Rabbi Ariel Friedlander who comes down
here to conduct a Shabbat service monthly. It was
great to see her with all the other local Rabbis at
the lighting of Chanukah candles in the Mayor’s
office. At this time, we are preparing the
commemoration of Yom Hashoah and hope to
have a good attendance.

Meantime, our local grandsons are busy with 
A-levels and GCSEs and Moshe keeps busy
preparing Torah readings whilst I make the tea and
help with the Kiddushim.

Until the next time,

Shalom v kol-tov –
Ros and Moshe

PS: The Masonic Hall saga – transpires the individual
who took the booking and our pre-payment, went on
holiday abroad, delegating the arrangements to
someone else, who promptly forgot. We got our money
back with an apology.
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Summer Fare, Fayre, and Fair
One of my favourite
desserts has been
regularly made for us by a
member of our sister
Liberal congregation in
Reading, and it is a
Summer Pudding. The
lovely flavours of summer
fruits – usually those which
have genuinely and
naturally ripened in her
own back garden –

invariably contributed a tasty end to our meal.
Summer foods, at their best, echo the brightness
that should be providing our vitamin D and a natural
darkening of our skin that is also preferable to any
fake tan.

One of my favourite events during our fiftieth
anniversary celebrations actually saw me having wet
sponges thrown at me! I enjoyed the event – and
even the sponges – because during the afternoon 
I could mingle with all ages, from the newly born to
those in their ninth decade. More important than
that, I could stand back and see them mingling with,
and enjoy being with, each other.

One of my least favourite memories of 2011 is the
morning of 8th August, when I walked Hannah to the
charity shop where she was volunteering. On the
way, we saw the evidence of the looting and
vandalism of the night before. On that terrible
Sunday night, nameless people had attacked shops
owned by people they did not know, they had
threatened the well-being and the work-places of
people they didn’t care about.

One of my favourite teachings from the rabbis is one
attributed to Hillel, and so it comes from just about
2,000 years ago. The timeless advice is: 
“Do not separate yourself from the community.” 

It seems on first reading to be not that important, but
the more I ponder it, the more I realise its profundity.
When we become detached, and other people cease
to be known to us, then it is impossible to have the
empathy and sympathy for the other. Hillel’s better
known statement – “What is hateful to you, do not
do to another.” – then becomes much easier to
break, because you have lost any sense that the
‘other’ is actually ‘you’.

Life, civilised life, and Judaism teach us that if we
lose connection with the community, if we detach
ourselves, then we dismantle society. Some people
do it by creating gated, detached (in every sense)
‘communities’ (in olden days, these were sometimes
called ‘ghettos’). Some people have it done to them
by being labelled ‘scroungers’, ‘good for nothings’,
and so on. Some of those people will then come to
believe that they are what they’ve been described as
– the power of labels, the power of words.

One of my favourite themes returns yet again –
community building takes time, skill, and energy.
Communities cannot be built in an instant, but they
can be destroyed that quickly. You, if you have read
this far, will appreciate that you have it in your power
to either contribute to building the sort of community
you want to see, or to allowing society to
disintegrate. You don’t have to smash windows to
assist in the destruction of community, you just have
to fail to help the building work. You just have to
‘separate yourself from the community’.

So, please re-join our community by actually coming
and enjoying being with others. Come to services
and chat over Kiddush. Come to learning events 
and chat over tea. Come to the Summer Fayre on
15th July, enjoy our summer fare, and help to make
this a lovely, communal, fair summer.

Rabbi Richard Jacobi

LJ Inter-Synagogue Quiz
On Sunday 11th June nine enthusiastic quizzers made there way to Elstree Synagogue for the annual
inter synagogue quiz. WLS always tries to support this event as it gives us a chance to visit other
communities and meet people.

There were nine synagogues present and the atmosphere was full of fun. WE tried 
our hardest and we came third, but I do have to tell you that there was only 4 points
between us and those who came first!!  The home team won and Kingston came
second. It is traditional for the runners-up to host next year, but we decided to
offer ourselves as next years host. We told them it is time for the North to 
come to the East! Kingston accepted our offer gracefully and have promised 
to travel to our neck of the woods next year.

Jenny Sclaire
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Friendship Club Jubilee celebration

Ben Charles Bar Mitzvah

WLS Friendship Club marked the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee on 13th May by holding a
patriotic themed event.  

The Sanctuary was decked out in Union Jack
bunting, with matching tables.  

Forty plus guests were entertained by singer,
Denny Jackson, who sang some well-known
tunes, and guests and helpers enjoyed some
dancing. As always, a delicious tea was
provided by the catering team.  

In true tradition, we finished the afternoon with
the National Anthem.  All of the guests had a
good time.  This wouldn’t have been possible
without the hard work and dedication from all
the volunteers.

Harriet Simmons

Hello, my name is Ben Charles and by the time
you read this I will be 13 years old and I will have
had my Bar Mitzvah.  I hope it went well.

One of my favourite hobbies is rugby. I play for
Woodford Rugby Club and for my school, which is
Davenant Foundation School.  My other hobbies
include badminton and going paintballing with my
friends, except I don’t like it when I get hit by the
paintball and the resulting bruises!   

I have a Dad, Mum, sister and a dog. My dog is
called Cleo. I think you know what the rest of my
family are called.  

For part of my tzedakh project I ran 3 miles for
Sport Relief and raised over £50.  I have enjoyed

studying for my Bar Mitzvah and a big thanks to
everyone who has helped me with it.

Ben
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on Sunday
22nd July

at the earlier time of
1.00 to 3.00 pm

Please note that the date has changed
from the one previously advertised

Please ring: 
Harriet (020 8524 4505) 

or Nicola (020 8418 9586) 
to book your place, ensuring  

we can adequately cater

NEW MEMBERS
to Woodford Liberal

Synagogue

Sharon Pincas, Reuben and Lilah

Brandon Cramer & Family on Brandon’s Bar
Mitzvah

Ben Charles & Family on Ben’s Bar Mitzvah

Paul & Sandra Ludwin on their son Mark’s
engagement to Katie while on holiday in India 

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY

Frank Gee * Jack Brody * Evie Brody 
Isaac Nathanson-Perry * Joe Boot 

Josephine Leberman * Alexander Baker 
Benjamin Janoff * Clara Greenhalgh 
Joshua Brody * Isabella Goldstein

A speedy
recovery to –

Jenny Sclaire * David Powell * Geoff Sacks 
and anyone who is unwell at this time

Friendship
Club @ WLS

From 1–3pm

Cost :  £3.00

RESOURCE
The Jewish Employment Advice Centre

For free and practical advice support and
services for unemployed members 

of the community. 

Contact: Wendy Ornedel, Communications,
RESOURCE, 8 Dancastle Court, 

14 Arcadia Avenue, London N3 2JU  
Tel: 020 8346 4000

The stone setting for
Charles Penn z”l will take
place on 22nd July 2012 at
4.00pm in Cheshunt

Stone setting

Carole & Alfred Quinton
and Family on the untimely
passing of Ben

Sincere 
condolences

If you’re not wearing them, do
you need them?
Clothes in good condition as
well as paired shoes, belts,
handbags and soft toys, 
are wanted for fundraising 
at WLS.

Please ensure they are clean, bagged, and clearly
marked CLOTHES FOR COLLECTION.

Please leave in the annexe – they will be collected
weekly.


