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High Holy Day Services Arrangements

PLEASE NOTE: This year, all High Holy Day services will be held 'at home' at Marlborough
Road EXCEPT the MORNING Service for Rosh Hashanah. This will be held at Woodford
Memorial Hall on High Road, South Woodford, next to St Mary's Church. On this day the Tots’
and Children’s services will be held in the Memorial Hall's adjacent rooms.

All of the details and times can be found on the back of your High Holy Day tickets.

Parking in the vicinity of the Memorial Hall is rather limited. Please look at the map below to
locate where the local car parks are situated. Also please note car parking fees will apply.
There is some parking in the side streets near the Memorial Hall but keep in mind that this is
fairly limited. At present, as far as we know, parking will be charged in Marlborough Road on 
Yom Kippur, as it falls on a weekday this year.

If you are travelling by public transport, South Woodford tube station is about a 10 minute
walk away, but we hope to organise lifts from the station. The 179 bus from Chingford Station
stops opposite the Memorial Hall. The W13 also stops near the Memorial Hall.

If you require a lift from the tube station, please contact Donna at the Synagogue office. 
For those who are able to provide lifts to other members from the station we would be most
grateful if you could also contact Donna with your details.

Derby Road Car Park

MEMORIAL
HALL

South Woodford 
Library Car Park

179 and W13 bus stops
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HIGH HOLY DAY TICKETS FOR NON-MEMBERS

Please ensure you bring your ticket to all High Holy Day Services.  Admission is by ticket only.

A limited number of tickets will be available, as usual, for non-members (£25 per ticket) and relatives of
members (£20 per ticket).  Please complete the slip below as soon as possible and sent it with payment to
the Treasurer, who is responsible for the issue of all High Holy Day tickets.

To:  Hon Treasurer,
c/o Woodford Liberal Synagogue, Marlborough Road, South Woodford, London, E18 1AR

I require _______ High Holy Day ticket(s) and enclose a cheque made payable to Woodford Liberal
Synagogue in the sum of £ __________ in payment.  Please send tickets to:

Name :  

Address: 

Postcode:

Please state the name(s) of the person(s) who will use the ticket(s):

MEMORIAL SERVICE ON DAY OF ATONEMENT

Please submit the names you wish to be read at the Memorial Service that have NOT been included in
previous years.  Any names contained in the list last year will automatically be included in the service and do
not need to be sent again. PLEASE NOTE THAT ANY NEW ENTRIES WILL NEED TO REACH THE
ADMINISTRATOR BY 11th SEPTEMBER. A list of names will be available for viewing on Rosh Hashanah
for checking, but it will not be possible to add names on Yom Kippur.

Please post replies to Woodford Liberal Synagogue, Marlborough Road, London, E18 1AR or e-mail
info@woodfordliberal.org.uk.

Your name: 

NAME(S) TO BE READ: 

HHD non-member tickets & names for Memorial Service
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Council recently met to
choose which charities
we would ask you to
support for the High
Holy Days appeal and,
as is often the case,
there were a number of
good causes all
deserving of support

from WLS. As usual we divided the charities
into two groups - those either based in Israel
or raising funds in the UK on behalf of Israeli
charities, and those whose work is based on
the UK. We also came up with three criteria to
help us judge the competing requests for
support:

Firstly, have we supported the charity in
recent appeals? Secondly, the size of the
charity and its fund ranging activities? Thirdly,
are the ethics and values of the charity,
broadly speaking, in the line with those of
Liberal Judaism? As a result of these
deliberations we would like to nominate two
charities for your support this year.

The UK based charity
we have chosen is
Langdon – a charity

that supports independent living for young
Jewish adults with mild to moderate learning

difficulties. You can find out more about
Langdon at www.langdon.info.

The Israel-based
charity we have
chosen is the Israel

Religious Action Center (IRAC) – the
organisation that is advancing pluralism in
Israeli society by defending the freedoms of
conscience, faith, and religion – you can find
out more about IRAC at www.irac.org.

We usually have a third appeal, which aims to
raise to funds for WLS usually a specific item
– in recent years we have focussed on the
restoration of our Torah scrolls. However, we
have decided not make a third appeal this
year. 

We are aware that we asked you to support a
number of fund raising activities at WLS and
we will be launching an appeal, to raise funds
for the refurbishment of Marlborough Road,
later this year. 

We have therefore decided to use the HHD
appeals to raise funds for others and we hope
that, when the time comes, you will support
the refurbishment plans.

Wishing you all Shanah Tova and well over the
fast –

Bob

Choosing the High Holy Day Charities

Alison Dobias, Simon Rothstein and Nichola
Baker plan to write a history of our synagogue
over the last 50 years through the process of
interviews with shul members. If you have
any photos and/or reminiscences of founding
members, chairpersons, rabbis, organists and
choir members, these would be greatly
appreciated.  

The history team hope to organise a special
Friday night history service soon when you
can bring your photos to be scanned and
returned to you during the evening.

If you can help, please contact: 
Alison Dobias on 020 8220 9154 or

alisondobias@hotmail.com

The History of WLS
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On June 9th 2012, myself, Rabbi Richard
Jacobi, Di & Bob Kamall, and Len Jacobs 
all attended a Czech Torah scroll Shabbat 
at Northwood & Pinner Liberal Synagogue
(NPLS). The purpose of the visit was to
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the
deportation of the Jews in Czechoslovakia to
Terezin and other concentration camps. 

Upon arrival we were greeted warmly with tea
and coffee and had the opportunity to look at
displays showing information about the scrolls
and people and places with relevance to
them. 

In the morning the Shabbat service contained
some special readings related to the 70th
anniversary. 

The Czech scrolls from all the attending
synagogues were carried on to the Bimah,
and each of them looked unique and visually
stunning. 

In the afternoon there was a seminar where
representatives from different communities
shared the completed and ongoing research
into the history of the towns and the origin of
their scrolls. 

Many people had visited the places their
scrolls were from and had made friends in
these places. Some had also been received
by different organisations in the towns. 

Nottingham Synagogue had received a grant
to help with their research and furthering

communication with the Czech communities. 

Rabbi Ariel Friedlander (daughter of Evelyn
Friedlander), who runs the museum for Czech
scrolls in Westminster Synagogue, spoke of
how ‘you can no longer hug the people have
died – but you can keep their memory alive by
the use of the scrolls in services.’

One synagogue said that they involved their
children in their community by making ties for
the scrolls. 

After the seminar the cheder entertained us
with their own version of the play, ‘Brundibar’,
which was originally performed in Terezin by
the children imprisoned there; they identified
Brundibar with Hitler. 

‘Stones of Kolin’, a play performed by
Oaklands Drama school (NPL’S resident
drama group) followed and concluded our
day. 

We left NPLS with a lot of food for thought
and the hopeful prospect of communities
coming together and sharing their knowledge
and resources.

There may also be possibilities of exchange
trips and joining together to travel. 

Any ideas for keeping the memories of the
scroll alive and new research would be greatly
appreciated. 

Bev & Len Jacobs 

Czech Torah Scroll Shabbat
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Towards new personal bests

It’s the morning after
the seventeenth night
before. The Closing
Ceremony of the
Olympic Games has
once again shown so
much of what Britain
can do so well – in

music, as well as in sport, this country of ours
is up with the best in the world! I am left
regretting the fact that the BBC is not also
covering the Paralympics, as these Games
may seem even more the junior partner. By
the time you read this article, we may know
whether the Parallel Olympics continue the
capturing of the public imagination and the
changing of our collective behaviours that
was such a hallmark of the Thirtieth Olympiad.

As Liberal Jews, we have double reason to 
be cheerful. Beijing in 2008 showed how a
totalitarian state can orchestrate a stunning
Olympiad, with military precision and control.
Great Britain achieved an equivalent, but
totally different stunning effect that is, perhaps
summed up in one message. At the final
rehearsal of the Opening Ceremony, the
organisers gave a simple message to
everyone present – ‘We know you have
cameras and phones – please use them and
please help us to give everyone all the
surprises on the night by not showing other
people your films or photos until after the
Opening Ceremony.’ The secret was kept, 
and from the ‘Bond’ moment onwards, the
surprises delighted the world. This is a model
of how Liberal Democracies achieve success
– by co-operation and mutual respect, by
valuing individual freedom and by
encouraging each person to use that freedom
responsibly.

Our Judaism is shaped by our commitment to
these values, which are very much present in
our Jewish narrative and law. It is the same
Jewish drive that led Ludwig Guttman, an

immigrant from nazi Germany, to strive from
the inclusion in the 1948 Olympic summer of
the paraplegic soldiers and civilians under his
care at Stoke Mandeville. His pioneering
treatment and action fathered the Paralympics
and that should make us very proud to be
Jewish.

Our Liberal Judaism combines the best of our
liberal democratic heritage with the unique
inheritance of the Jews. During the High Holy
Days, we bring all this together to remind us
to be the best human being we can be.
Indeed, the in true Olympic and Paralympic
spirit, the process of teshuvah – of soul
searching, repentance and change –
encourages us to better our previous best.
The purpose of the Days of Awe – Rosh
Hashanah, the intervening days, and Yom
Kippur – is to help us take time out from the
hustle and bustle of daily life and to use that
time to arouse our best selves so that we
create a better year to come.

All it takes is for you to volunteer, as so many
people did, and continue to do, during this
summer. Come voluntarily, as an act of faith,
and I’m certain that you will benefit everyone
else in the community as well as yourself.
Give generously to our chosen charities as
part of our Kol Nidre Appeal, and help them
achieve more good deeds in the UK and in
Israel in line with our values.Think ahead to
how you will help us achieve the renovation 
of our sanctuary within the next two years, 
to benefit and inspire the next generation.

Lyn and all my family join me in wishing you
all a shanah tovah umetukah – a good and
sweet year. I look forward to greeting you
personally at the High Holy Day services and
through the coming year as we build on this
exceptional summer and create a community
that contributes even more good to the world.

Rabbi Richard Jacobi
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Call Sally Miller on 020 8673 3495 or
sallymiller@nightingale.org.uk for advice on nursing care.
www.nightingale.org.uk

The care home for older Jewish people

Our  exceptional care  makes a real difference
to each resident.
We believe Nightingale is a home from home.
We have a superb team of dedicated nurses
who care for our residents.
Which is what makes Nightingale  a unique
care home for older Jewish people.

Registered Charity No. 207316

Pizza & Chips Poker Evening!
Sunday 14th October – 7.00pm at the Shul

£20 buys £2000 worth of poker chips and a pizza supper!

Open to anyone over the age of 18

For further information or to book, email David Gold at
david@woodfordliberal.org.uk, or phone 020 8500 6335, 

or you can book through the office
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On Friday evening, 27th July, 
Phil Gee, and his son Frank, joined
the congregation for a service that
included the consecration and first
use of the rimonim donated by 
Phil in memory of his parents
Renee and Anthony Gee.

The word rimon means
pomegranate, which became an
important symbol in Judaism as
one of the seven fruits mentioned
as native to the biblical land of
Israel. The many seeds in a
pomegranate were also linked to
the tradition that the Torah
contains 613 commandments.

These rimonim were designed and hand-made by a multiple awarding winning silversmith, 
Ray Walton, in consultation with a group of Woodford members who developed the ideas for the
rimonim and mantles. Our aim, with everyone's help, is to have four sets of rimonim to match the
wonderful set of four mantles now adorning our Torah scrolls, and to have all these in a new ark,
the centrepiece of an inspiring renovated sanctuary!

Rabbi Richard Jacobi

The rimonim in their new home
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Saturday 21st July was a very special day
for John Chamberlin – he was welcomed
into the Woodford Liberal community
having completed conversion. And what a
lovely, moving service it was.

John’s partner, family and friends watched
proudly as he took part – and we then
celebrated in traditional WLS style – with a
delicious kiddush! Welcome to WLS, John.

Mazal tov John!
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Small talk  
can lead to  
big opportunities

Have you thought how useful it 
would be to sharpen and focus these 
skills so that they are really useful in 
finding work in these difficult times?

So, how do we turn just getting along with 

people or organisations into securing a 

job? Arguably networking is one of the more 

important job-search skills, especially when you 

realise that well over half of all positions are 

filled without being advertised.

You managed at school, but in the employment 

market you need a plan, a strategy. You won’t 

get an offer if no one knows about you and you 

cannot rely on getting lucky. A quote, attributed 

to various successful people, goes “The more I 

practise the luckier I get”. So what can I do to  

get lucky?

If you are unemployed you should call Resource, 

the Jewish employment advice centre, in Finchley 

and Redbridge, on 020 8346 4000. Their services 

are free and are run by employment professionals. 

Networking is one of the key areas covered by 

Resource and they can advise you how to make 

networking work in a positive way for you.

For instance, how much do you know about the 

people in your shul? Did you keep up with friends 

from school or university? Be proactive and get to 

know people. Target your efforts with the medium 

and long term in mind and remember that if those 

you make friends with cannot help, they may be 

able to give you a lead or offer an introduction.

Plan ahead and do your research so that you can 

target your efforts. As you talk to people try to  

find common ground; you’ll be surprised just  

how small the world is.

Always be positive, polite and friendly. Remember 

that first impressions are critical as you seldom  

get two bites at the cherry. Also you need to give as 

well as take, networking is a two way process. And, 

don’t just talk; learn to be a good listener as well.

Do you have a business card? If not, maybe you 

should. Somehow you need to make sure your 

contacts remember you, and of course will take 

your call when you follow up on meetings. You 

need to keep hold of good contacts, so 

relationships need to be nurtured.

These are just a few pointers. But we could  

usefully apply a couple of observations by Jack 

Nicklaus, arguably the world’s greatest golfer:

“A lot of people say, ‘This course doesn’t suit 

my game’, which to me is the most ridiculous 

statement you ever hear...The golf course is not 

supposed to suit your game. You’re supposed  

to suit your game to the golf course.”

And finally whatever else you do, follow Jack 

Nicklaus’ advice and “Resolve never to quit,  

never to give up, no matter what the situation.”

Resource can be contacted by phone  

Monday to Thursday 9:00 – 5:00 and  

Friday mornings on 020 8346 4000, email at  

office@resource-centre.org or visit the website  

www.resource-centre.org

If you think about it, you’ve probably spent much of your life networking, 
though you might not have realised it. At school, at work, making new friends 
and acquaintances, doing someone a good turn which is returned later...
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Don’t want your old
clothes? We do!
Clothes in good condition
wanted for fund raising at WLS.
Please ensure they’re clean,

bagged, and marked CLOTHES FOR
COLLECTION. Please leave in the annexe –
they will be collected weekly.

30th September
Time to be confirmed
Entertainment to be announced

Please ring :  Harriet (020 8524 4505) 
or Nicola (020 8418 9586) to book your 

place, ensuring we can adequately cater

NEW MEMBERS
to Woodford Liberal

Synagogue

Raymond Lissack

Bernice Cole

Sharon Pinhas and her children 
Reuben and Lilah

Stephanie Sprott and her children 
Louie, Jordan and Olivia

Karl Ward

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!

Katie Joy Rothstein

Harry Dacosta-Fraser

James Peterson

Freddie Osborn 

Charlie Rose

Talia Gee

Jack Baker-Merr

Amber Osborn

Jodie Simmons

Maayan Cohen-Mor

Josh Hurst

Sophie Gillespie

Ben Permutt

Leah Simmons

James Rose  

Olivia Nineberg

Yasmina Hurst  

Elana Permutt

Nathan Faber-Baruch

Carmel Charles

Alex Dacosta-Fraser

Dylan Cooper-Parry

fÑxxwç
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Jenny Sclaire * Geoff Sack * Claire Goldsmith

– and anyone who is unwell at this time –

Friendship
Club @WLS

From 2–4pm

Cost :  £3.00

John Chamberlin on his recent conversion

James Peterson and Family on his Bar
Mitzvah

Why not create donations from
your special celebrations?

Do you have a special occasion coming up
and would like the presence of those close 
to you but don’t want their presents? Why
not suggest a donation on your behalf to
Woodford Liberal Synagogue.

This is a wonderful way to commemorate
your simcha and your generosity will
contribute to the continued life of the shul.

For further details please contact 
David Gold on 020 8500 6335 or email

david@woodfordliberal.org.uk
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For me, 1972 was going to be an amazing year. In
chronological order, in May, my eldest brother
was getting married; in July my dad was going to
Munich for six weeks to work on the Olympic
Games and in November was my Barmitzvah. 

Well, the wedding came and went, and the
caterer, hall, photographer etc. were all in place
for November’s big day. Early one morning in July,
the traffic in Redbridge Lane East was brought to
a standstill by four BBC Outside Broadcast
vehicles. Each vehicle was about the size of a
large removal van. It wasn’t really the vehicles
that brought the traffic to a standstill, it was the
drivers of passing cars stopping to look at them.
What was happening? Was a TV programme
being made? No, the truth was the drivers and
crew of these juggernauts were in my house
having breakfast with my dad before they started
their mammoth drive to Munich. This particular
part of the BBC had been seconded to ABC
Television America to help them cover the games.
My dad was the supervisor in charge of rigging
the cameras and all the other equipment needed
for that part of the TV coverage.  Dad had worked
away from home many times before, but never for
this long. The family all knew we were going to
miss him and he would certainly miss us but we
had all got used to it. It wasn’t as if his job was
dangerous. He was going to help broadcast the
20th Olympic games. No danger involved in that
task… or so we thought.

After a couple of days driving, he arrived and
started work. Over the next few weeks we got the
usual 15 phone calls a day, saying nothing really,
just letting us know he was thinking of us all at
home and he was fine. The Olympics started on
the 26th August and I followed the games avidly,
except of course when I was learning Barmitzvah
portion. As a 12 year old, I somehow felt close to
the games because my dad was part of them.

Then disaster struck. Early on the morning of 
5th September, the news broke that there had
been a terrorist attack on the Olympic Village.
First reports were very sketchy, but it appeared
some terrorists had broken in to one of the Israeli
male athlete’s apartments. Two people had been
killed and others were being held hostage. The
odd thing for us at home was that we hadn’t had
a call from dad, not to tell us what was happening
or, more importantly, to tell us he was ok. Of
course, back in 1972 there was no rolling news
channel and more to the point, no mobile phones. 

We couldn’t contact him so we just had to wait.

What we didn’t know, but later found out was that
it had been a day off for the TV crew that my dad
was working with and they had gone on a trip to
visit the Dachau Concentration Camp. My dad
didn’t want to go, so had decided to spend his
day at the Olympic Village, where he was staying.
When the news broke, he was one of the only
television crew members on site. He had the keys
to the vehicles and set up a camera outside the
Israeli accommodation block. He didn’t consider
his own safety but just did what came naturally to
him. Pictures were being broadcast of a member
of the Black September Group with his face
covered, standing on a balcony. The BBC
commentator David Coleman was the voice
telling us what was happening and as we later
became aware, the BBC’s Eddie Gold – my dad –
had helped get those pictures to air. Between
them, they held the fort, not knowing how long it
would be before others returned to help them or
indeed what fate may befall them. 

Up until that point, I had lead the charmed life 
any 12 year old should lead, but that day all 
I remember thinking was this can’t be real. My
dad can’t be anywhere near what’s happening,
it’s my Barmitzvah in a couple of months.

Family and friends were arriving at our house all
day, eagerly waiting for news, waiting for at least
one of the usual 15 phone calls. 

To cut a very long story short, later that night the
phone call came and it was my dad at the other
end of the phone. He was fine, though obviously
somewhat shell-shocked by what had happened.
Dad said there were queues for the telephone so
he couldn’t stay on the line too long but would
speak to us again soon. 

We were convinced that the games would be
called off and everyone would be coming home.
That didn’t happen. The games continued and in
late September, my dad came home. He was full
of stories, as he always was when he returned
from work, but his main story this time was that
while Palestinian terrorists were standing on the
balcony of the Israeli athletes apartment armed
with machine guns and other weapons, he was
standing with David Coleman right in their eye
line. He often wondered what they would have
done if they’d known they were pointing their
guns at yet another Jew.

David Gold

Munich Olympics 1972
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London’s theatre Sue Kaye
scene reviewed recommends …

The Sunshine Boys
Savoy Theatre

Neil Simon is one of my all time
favourite writers and this
hilarious and moving comedy
did not disappoint.  

When a TV station wants to
reunite two kings of vaudeville
who haven’t spoken for years,
you can be sure that things will
not proceed smoothly.  Old
rivalries surface and the pair
knock spots of each other as
they try to spend an hour
together with no success
whatsoever.

Inspired casting with Danny de
Vito and Richard Griffiths being
the “Little and Large” of
comedy.  It was great to see
how good Danny de Vito as
I’ve been disappointed before
when TV and film stars tread
the boards. Not this time.  He
was superb and I laughed all
the way through.  A real tonic.

The Doctor’s Dilemma
Lyttelton Theatre

Another of my favourites.
Shaw uses words like weapons
and has amazing insight into
what makes people tick.  This
time it’s about how doctors
decide who should live and
who should die and just how
ethical they are.  Sounds very
immediate and contemporary

despite being written 100 years
ago long before the
introduction of the NHS. 

Shaw’s characters are brilliantly
drawn and reflect his views
about the nature of morality.
His doctors are all men with
feet of clay in one way or
another regardless of their
reputations.I will also now be
attributing all ills to “ Blood
Poisoning”  as one of the
doctors does, even if I have a
headache.

As usual, the National Theatre
has wonderful sets and superb
direction by Nadia Fall.  The
actors are all excellent but I
particularly liked Aden Gillett as
Sir Colenso Ridgeon and
Malcolm Sinclair as Sir Ralph
Bloomfield Bonnington.
Wonderful classic drama well
worth the price of the ticket.

Ghost
Piccadilly Theatre

And now for something
completely different.  Many of
you will have seen the film with
the late, great Patrick Swayze
and Whoopy Goldberg. This is

an excellent stage version, with
some of the best sets and
staging I have ever seen. The
use of film to take you on the
Subway is outstanding and the
whole production is brilliantly
done.

This show is very faithful to the
film.  Mark Evans is very good
as Sam Wheat (Swayze in the
film) Siobhan Dillon plays the
heartbroken Molly Jenson
(Demi Moore as you may
remember) with great emotion
and Andrew Langston is the
villain of the piece (Sam’s
colleague Carl Brunner)  He is
suitably evil and contrite in
equal measure as he arranges
to have Sam robbed to avoid
his financial ruin which then
goes tragically wrong.

But the show revolves around
the role of Oda Mae Brown 
just as it did with Whoopy
Goldberg in the film.  This
time we have a bravura

performance from Sharon D
Clarke which rises
magnificently to the challenge
and stamps her own
personality on a role which is
such a classic. 

I thoroughly enjoyed every
minute and sang along to
“Unchained Melody” with
everyone else.  The audience
gave the cast a standing
ovation.  They deserved it.



SCLAIRE
CHIROPODY PARTNERSHIP

HPC Reg. Chiropodists/Podiatrists

We treat all foot and gait problems. 
We also specialise in 

sports injuries and biomechanics.

535 Rainham Road South
Dagenham, Essex RM10 7XJ

Tel:  020 8595 9751/9111
Email: FOOTFOLK@aol.com

DAN JANOFF
M A S S A G E  T H E R A P I S T

I hold an ITEC Diploma in Holistic Massage
(Distinction) and specialise in Swedish

massage technique, which relaxes 
and reduces stress and helps 

promote good health.

I practice in South Woodford, E18 
or can make home visits if required.

Tel: 020 8504 2099
or

Email: d.janoff@btinternet.com
to arrange an appointment






