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Mitzvah Day concert
By popular demand, the talented children and young persons of

WLS will return once more to perform a variety of music and 

songs at the Friendship Club on Sunday 18 November at 

2.00 o’clock. 

A number of our past performers have been in high profile concerts

and West End shows, so reserve your seat now and get ready to

see the stars of the future. 

Never mind the X Factor, prepare for the WLS factor!

Mitzvah Day is
Sunday 18th November

We are collecting the same dry goods
– in date – store cupboard food
collection that we did last year. 

The food items will be going to Jason
Lee House, Redbridge  Assessment

Centre York Road, Ilford.

On Mitzvah Day a small team will be
able to deliver the food to the Centre,
have a look round and speak to some

of the staff and  people who live there. 

If you are interested in being part of
that team, please contact 
Donna at the Shul office,

or contact Merle on 07961 336 543.

Please bring your food items 
into the Shul and 

leave them in the Annex Area.
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Dr Mark Loeffler on Paralympic history

Although the event was billed as guest speaker Eva Loeffler, she
was busy in her role as Mayoress of the Paralympics. Fortunately
for us her son, Dr Mark Loeffler, an orthopaedic surgeon in
Colchester, stood in for her and provided a most interesting – and
timely – evening. Timely, as not only were the Paralympics on the
verge of starting, but the docu-drama about his grandfather 
Ludwig Guttman, the founder of the Stoke Mandeville Games, 
had been shown on BBC2 just three days earlier.

And what an amazing man Mr Guttman was: unbounded strength of
both body and character, complete belief in what he was doing,
vision, knowledge, determination. Dr Loeffler told us how his
grandfather had seen a strong, young coalminer die from
septicaemia within six weeks, because he was left lying in his bed
with a spinal injury. It must have fired his imagination as he was
only a young lad himself, but he obviously had the temerity to
research and investigate, and he ended up as a leading
neurosurgeon in Europe. And fortunately for him the dictator of
Portugal pre-WWII, had a back injury and requested the services of 
Dr Guttman, thus enabling him to get out of Germany before the
Holocaust. 

Dr Loeffler showed slides and answered questions, and it was an
inspiring evening – needless to say after seeing such suffering and
recovery, a gripe about aches and pains seems a tad over
indulgent, doesn’t it!

Don’t miss… An Evening with Peter Tatchell

Peter Tatchell, the Human Rights Campaigner, will be
speaking about his views on Human Rights at WLS on
Wednesday 21 November at 8:00pm.  

Peter has campaigned on various issues relating to
Human Rights and on LGBT issues – sometimes being
arrested or physically attacked for expressing his
somewhat forthright opinions on abuses of Human
Rights by governments around the world. 

This is likely to be a very interesting – and perhaps 
a controversial – talk and discussion.  Although it is 
a free event, there will be a collection afterwards, 
with the proceeds going to a nominated charity. 
Please book early to ensure your place and avoid
disappointment.

Contact Donna on 020 8989 7619 or email
info@woodfordliberal.org.uk to book your place.



These words, from
Psalm 100, appear
above our ark. They
remind us that our
Jewish purpose is not
to be miserable or
austere, but to be joyful
in doing good deeds
and acting as we
believe God would
want us to. 

The news headlines and the economic
situation here and around the world do not
make it easy for us to do anything with
gladness, or to “come into God’s presence
with shouts of joy” as the verse continues. Yet,
there has always been a stubborn optimism
among Jews, a resolve
that life is good and that
somehow or other we will
come through and things
will get better. 

My parents generation saw
the gravest challenge to
this Jewish chutzpah-
based attitude.

How could anyone smile or
give out ‘shouts of joy’
after the brutal murder of
six million of our fellow
Jews? Yet, we did not
completely stop smiling and gradually the
smiles became freer and more frequent as the
years went by after 1945. Our resolve that
“Never Again” would such genocide happen
has been tested on occasion since the ending
of the Shoah in 1945 – Rwanda and Kosovo
have shown us that people can repeat these
worst of all crimes against humanity. 

One part of that resolve involves learning
about what happened, and we have done that
as a community by visiting Prague to
strengthen our connection to the Czech
Jewish community and we hope to find out
more about Blattna and the Jewish community

that looked after the Torah scroll that we now
steward. 

Another part is for us to mark significant dates
appropriately and so, on the seventieth
anniversary of the last deportation of Jews
from Blattna and the surrounding area, we 
will hold a special Shabbat of services on 
30th November and 1st December.

However, our resolve must go further than
these serious acts of remembrance and
learning. We have a duty to act to ensure that
no repetition can occur, and that is why I
spoke at a rally for “We Are Waltham Forest”
on 9th October and why we must oppose the
English Defence League by uniting with all
others who oppose fascism and racism. 

I hope their plan to march
through Walthamstow on
Saturday 27th October –
the date of Eid Al-Adha –
is frustrated by the good
people of Walthamstow;
our members included
coming together to show
that the policies of the EDL
are disagreed with by the
majority. 

Yet, even contributing to
that campaign would not, 
I think, be enough. We
must bring light and life to

the world or at least our part of it, especially
as the dark winter nights lengthen.

So, we celebrate with each other at
Chanukkah and I hope you will join our 
party of 8th December, and help make it the
best ever. For Chanukkah is the festival of 
re-dedication, and we owe it to ourselves, to
all those who went before us, and, perhaps
most importantly, to all those who will come
after us, to re-dedicate ourselves to creating
gladness and joy wherever we can and for
whoever we can.

Rabbi Richard Jacobi
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“Serve the Eternal One with Gladness”
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In partnership with

Two screenings at Odeon South Woodford
as part of the 16th UK Jewish Film Festival

1-18 November 2012
www.ukjewishfilm.org

Tickets
��������	
��	�

Online booking
www.ukjewishfilm/shop

Venue
Odeon South Woodford, 58-66 High Road

South Woodford, London E18 2QL

Nearest Tube
South Woodford (Central Line)

Buses
179, 549, W12, W13, W14

Parking
There are three disabled parking bays in

front of the main entrance to the Cinema

Jew
ish C

are C
harity Reg N

o. 802559

Redbridge Jewish Community Centre
020 8551 0017

The Matchmaker
Director: Avi Nesher | 2010 | Duration: 112 minutes
Country: Israel | Language: Hebrew with English subtitles

A hugely pleasurable film that succeeds in weaving
together many facets of life in Israel in 1968 that shed
light on the country as it is today.When Haifa teenage
Arik Burstein (Tuval Shafir) meets his friend’s rebellious
cousin Tamara, who has grown up in America, he is
seduced by her stories of free love and rock’n roll. But
the world that opens up when he gets a summer job
working for a most unusual matchmaker, Yankele
Bride, (Adir Miller) is bizarre beyond belief.

The scars of Nazi Europe hang over this bizarre
community and those ghosts are never far away, and
yet there is some real comedy and a lot of charm in
this powerful new film by Avi Nesher, one of Israel’s
most renowned directors. (Judy Ironside)

� DATE

Thu 8 Nov 2012

� TIME

Reception: 7.45pm
Screening: 8.30pm

� VENUE

Odeon
SouthWoodford
58-66 High Road
SouthWoodford
London
E18 2QL

� PRICE

Tickets: £12.00
Students: £8.00

TO BOOK
SEE BACK PAGE

My Dad is Baryshnikov
Director: Dmitry Povolotsky | 2011 | Duration: 88 minutes
Country: Russia | Language: Russian with English subtitles

The story of a ballet-obsessed Moscow adolescent boy
growing up during the Perestroika era who pretends
his father is Mikhail Baryshnikov,writer-director Dmitry
Povolotsky's semi-autobiographical film is an endearing
crowd-pleaser. Set in 1986, the plot pirhouettes around
scrawny 14-year-old Boris Fishkin, who supplies black
market jeans to his rock ’n’ roll-loving classmates at
the Bolshoi theater Ballet Academy. At school, Boris
demonstrates lots of enthusiasm for dancing, but less
natural skill and strength.

Billy Elliot meets Goodbye Lenin! is a good situational
starting point for this endearing star turn.

� DATE

Tue 13 Nov 2012

� TIME

Reception: 7.45pm
Screening: 8.30pm

� VENUE

Odeon
SouthWoodford
58-66 High Road
SouthWoodford
London
E18 2QL

� PRICE

Tickets: £12.00
Students: £8.00

TO BOOK
SEE BACK PAGE



It is another new year in
the Jewish calendar;
another cycle of High
Holy Days, fasting, and
other festivals have been
completed. The nights are
getting longer and colder,
no doubt many of us will
soon be thinking about
the Christmas and New
Year break – although in a
more secular way than

our Christian neighbours. Whether it is the Jewish
or the more secular, new years are a time for
reviewing the past and making a new start – a
time for resolving to do things differently.

In many ways Woodford is also going through
some new beginnings.  If you came to the High
Holy Day services you would have seen the
displays and the leaflets about plans to refurbish
the synagogue.  Regular service attendees will
have taken part in discussions about our services.
Those on Council or Committees should be aware
of the discussions about changing the way we
manage things at WLS.  Therefore, WLS is
consulting with those with whom we have regular
contacts but what about the larger constituent
body – the silent majority?

Early this year Kingston Liberal Synagogue started
a discussion on what they called putting the petals
on the ROSE – an acronym for Religion, Outreach,
Social (including communal), and Education. The
intention being to ensure that they get the right
balance of events and offerings to meet as many
of their members’ needs as possible.  There were
a number of responses from other synagogues
and communities in the LJ family – many reflected
similar concerns; it is easier to meet the needs of
regular service attendees or families with children

attending Cheder classes but every community
has members that they seldom hear from or
interact with.

WLS is no exception – we like to think of ourselves
as being an all inclusive and supporting
community - a friendly family offering hospitality to
all.  However, we are making more demands on
our membership and, in particular, on those
members that we rely on to volunteer whenever
something needs doing.  In a recent article on the
LJ website, A Liberal View on the Age of Austerity,
a number of questions were posed about the
future of synagogue-based communities including:
How will we meet the challenge of declining
memberships as synagogue fees become
unaffordable?  How will we maintain services?
Can we retain a synagogue-based communal
model?

The author of that article, Nigel Bowness,
suggests that Liberal Jews who are so good at
reaching out to, and being inclusive of, other
communities needs to do more community
engagement among our own community.
Engagement is, of course, a two-way exchange –
one cannot engage with another person if that
other person does not wish to take part. However,
I would argue that it is your vested interest to take
part – you are the membership of WLS, it is you
who pays for all we do, and we are here to help
grow your ROSE.

WLS is at a ‘new beginning’: we have a full-time
rabbi, plans to refurbish the sanctuary, revisions
are being made to the management structure, and
there are early thoughts about changing the status
of WLS (from charity to Charitable Company with
Limited Liability).  Now is the right time to become
more engaged with each other – please let me
know your thoughts and questions.

Bob Kamall

5

New beginnings

I enjoyed the article about the
Czech Memorial Scroll in the last
issue of Bimah; having attended the
service and learnt more about the
Czech Memorial Scrolls trust.  Since
then I have been following the trust
on FaceBook.  A recent posting
links through to an interesting article
about a scroll on permanent loan to
Martins Run a ʻSenior Living
Community” in the town of Media
(Philadelphia USA).  

Their scroll was written in 1880 in a
script called Beit Yosef-Marharal, a

combination of Ashkenazi and
Sephardi styles of writing, and came
from Lipnik synagogue, which was
originally built  in 1520, a bit older
than Woodford.  The scroll has
recently been restored – a
challenge in that they had to find a
scribe who could work with the
unusual script – and at the
rededication ceremony they are
hoping to use Skype so that they
can talk to Jirik Schreiber, an 86-
year-old man from Lipnik, who was
the last person to celebrate his Bar
Mitzvah using the scroll before most

of the town's residents were
deported to concentration camps in
1942.

An example of how 21st century
technology is making links between
communities in what was once the
old and new worldʼs – it is also a
testament to survival – an 19th
century scroll from an 16th century
synagogue linking a second World
War Czech Bar Mitzvah to a thriving
senior living community in the USA. 

You can read the full article at:
http://tinyurl.com/8fg93uk
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There was a good turnout for
the festival of Sukkot this
year.  As usual the children
from Cheder were there in
force; armed with greenery
and fruits eager to decorate
the Sukkah.  

When it was ready everyone
was invited, in groups, into it
to complete the Mitzvot of
eating inside Sukkah. While
one group was in the
Sukkah, the other group had
an opportunity to shake the
Lulav.  

Our guest for the evening –
Rabbi Dr Deborah Khan-
Harris, Principal of Leo
Baeck College, who brought
her husband and children
with her to join the WLS
celebrations – led the Lulav
shaking.  Having shook the
Lulav and eaten Challah in
the Sukkah, we gathered in
the sanctuary for a shared
supper and short festival
service.

Sukkot 2012
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Here endeth Ben’s lesson…

Hi All,

Happy New Year. I know you’ve been on tenterhooks all day, waiting to hear what mishap I’ve inevitably
wrecked in the West Country this morning and I won’t disappoint you entirely, although it’s really just a
short codicil to last year’s exploits.

This year the service had been reordered and the number of honours drastically reduced. Pretty much the
only mitzvot left to be given out today were those for taking the scrolls out of the ark at the start of the
Torah service: and if, out of the entire congregation, the Warden didn’t pick me to do it!

‘You just have to be kidding me!’ I thought. ‘What! Out of everyone in this packed building! Me! What are
you thinking?!’ I’ve never refused an honour in a shul in my life as far as I recall but on this occasion I felt
it was the lesser of two evils.

‘Er…I won’t have to carry the scroll will I?’

The guy gave me a double-take, clearly not having recognised me at first glance, and thought better of it:
‘No – certainly not.’ And there we have it – we learnt from our mistakes of the previous year and didn’t
repeat them, which, of course, is what Rosh Hashannah is all about. Here endeth the lesson.

Shana Tova,

Ben (Glassman)
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Sunday 18 November

Mitzvah Day Concert
(Admission FREE – details on front page)

Please ring: 
Harriet (020 8524 4505) 

or Nicola (020 8418 9586) 
to book your place, ensuring  

we can adequately cater

Simon & Clare Rothstein on the birth of 
Miles David, the most handsome baby ever 
(ie looks like his dad). Mum doing well and big
sister Katie Joy couldn’t wait to meet him!

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY

Reuben Seager
Ethan Green
Harriet Nineberg
Netanya Cramer
Jacob Janoff
Saul Levy
Riley Green
Mia Syalon
Samuel Greenhalgh

Rosamund Liebeskind
Benjamin Harrison
Isaac Samuels
Zachary Duck
Joseph James
Scarlet Levy
Sabina Abraham
Genevieve Leberman
Millie Cooper-Parry

A speedy
recovery to –

All who are unwell at this time

Friendship
Club @ WLS

From 
2-4pm

The family of Sharon Menichetti who passed
away on Tuesday 2nd October

Leigh Baruch, whose father Murray Myers
passed away on Monday 1st October

Georgia Klein, whose mother-in-law Janice
passed away on Monday 1st October

Sincere 
condolences

Time and venue will be given upon RSVP
Call us on 020 8551 0017 or email
redbridgejcc@jcare.org


