
BimahLite March-April 2013www.woodfordliberal.org.uk

T 020 8989 7619 E info@woodfordliberal.org.uk Office open Tuesdays 9am-noon & 1-4pm; Fridays 9am-noon

The Supper Quiz is back!

Saturday 16th March at 7.30pm
@ Woodford Liberal Synagogue

Marlborough Road, South Woodford E18 1AR

Come and join us for a great evening's entertainment!

To book your place with Jenny phone 020 8530 5323
or email JenClaire@aol.com 

WLS SUPPER UIZ

£12.50 per head (and body)  •  Tables of 8
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Fifty Shades of Grey?
The closest we get to 
that is the queue for 
the hairdressers.

Residents like Betty Weinberg have access to everything
they need, from a well-stocked library to a hair salon.
To find out more see nightingale.org.uk or hammersonhouse.org.uk
Or call 020 8673 3495 / 020 8458 4523

Nominations are required for vacant posts on Council. All nominations need to reach the Secretary by
Monday 15th April 2013 and they should indicate the name of the proposer and seconder and be
accompanied by evidence that the person nominated is willing to stand.

Any person wishing to move a Resolution at the meeting should send a copy of any such Resolution 
to the Secretary by Monday 15th April 2013. If there are proposed changes to the Constitution,
members must receive notice of such ten days prior to the AGM, in this case by 11th May 2013.

It should be noted that according to the Constitution of the Synagogue only members not more than 
two (2) calendar months in arrears with their subscriptions shall have the right to vote at the meeting
and be eligible for membership of the Council. 

J Toffell, Hon Sec.

1.  Opening Prayer

2.  Attendees / apologies

3.  Minutes of last AGM

4.  Matters arising

5.  Chairs Report 

6.  Rabbi’s report

7.  Treasurer's report 

8.  Burial Scheme report 

9.  Rites & Practices report 

10.  Education report

11.  Bimah report 

12.  Friendship Club report 

13.  Election of Honorary Officers 

14.  Election of members of Council

15.  Election of Auditor 

16.  Election of delegates to Liberal Judaism

17.  Resolutions 

18.  Board of Deputies report 

19.  Any other business 

WLS Annual General Meeting 2013… come one, come all!

Tuesday 21st May at 8.00pm – WLS, Marlborough Road, E18 1AR

Agenda:



<  3  >

The Etty monologue reviewed

When I first heard of this

play I was intrigued that it

was going to be one

woman recounting excerpts

from Etty's diary.  I thought

Etty was going to be

another teenager, like Anne

Frank, as I had never before

heard of her, but I was

surprised to hear that she

was a young woman who

had studied law and had

worked for the Jewish

Council in Holland.

The play was performed 

by Susan Stein, who

transformed herself into 

the character of Etty and

portrayed all her anxieties

and emotions in a totally

convincing way.  I actually

believed that Susan was

Etty.

Etty Hillesum, at the time of writing her diary and

letters, was around 28 years of age and had all 

the normal feelings of someone of her age. She 

was having a relationship with her analyst, who

appeared to me to have been exploiting her.  

Etty was very politically aware of the situation in

Europe and was wracked with guilt.  

When the Nazis invaded Amsterdam Etty was

working for the Jewish Council as a secretary.  

Her job involved typing lists of people who were 

to be deported to Westerbork and other camps.

She knew that eventually her name, and those of

her family, would appear on the lists.  Etty used to

travel between her office in Amsterdam and

Westerbork and was actually able to see her

parents when they were on the train being 

deported to Auschwitz, which added to her despair.  

She wrote detailed accounts of all she saw and

experienced in her diary and in letters to her friends.

Before being deported herself, she sent her diaries

and letters to her friend Maria with a request to

publish them if Etty did not survive. This play

evolved from copies of Etty's books which 

were eventually published in 1981 and 1986.

Susan Stein performed

her One Woman show

“Etty” to a packed

Synagogue of members

and the wider community

on Wednesday evening,

9th January.

The play is based on the remarkable letters and

diaries of Etty Hillesum, a woman who tried to

sustain humanity in the face of the Nazis

unspeakable brutality. Etty was a young woman

living in Amsterdam during the Nazi occupation

and her diaries cover the period between 1941 

and 1943, until her own deportation to Auschwitz. 

After the play, Susan took many questions from 

the audience. Rabbi Harry Jacobi, father of Rabbi

Richard Jacobi, was in the audience and he also

recounted some of his own memories, as he lived 

in Holland from February 1939 to May 1940. 

Rabbi Harry Jacobi said “It has been an extra-

ordinary evening and brought back many emotional

memories.”

Refreshments followed with a further opportunity 

to speak to Ms Stein.  

Merle Muswell

More information can be found at
www.EttyPlay.org

This play had a profound

effect on everyone in the

audience: there were

many tears and emotions,

and Susan Stein

answered questions and

chatted with us over tea

at the end of the evening.

I would definitely like to

see this play again and

would urge you to do so

if the opportunity arises.

Nick Harris

Rabbi Harry Jacobi and Susan Stein
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Yasmin Muswell…  up and up!

The picture and brief article above appeared in the Jewish Chronicle on their Community News page.

On Saturday 15th December, Yasmin Muswell became the first ever recipient of the Jack

Petchey Achievement Award at Woodford Liberal Synagogue. Yasmin was a teacher in the

Cheder until leaving to go to University.

Yasmin was given the award for her dedication to the Cheder (Religion School) and her

outstanding help to others. With the prize money awarded Yasmin and Josh Newham (Cheder

headteacher) decided to purchase a camera/video recorder for the Cheder.

Josh said “Yasmin is a very worthy winner of the Jack Petchey Award – she received over

80% of the votes!”
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Amazing… inspiring trip to Odessa, Ukraine

After the Shabbat service on

Friday 4th January, Yasmin

Muswell hosted a slide show

presentation, at Woodford

Liberal Synagogue about her

recent visit to Tikva Orphanages

in Odessa, Ukraine. Yasmin is

trying to raise awareness and, 

of course, money for this worthy

cause.

Tikva house, care and educate

abandoned and abused Jewish

children who would otherwise

be living in extremely poor

conditions, many even on the

streets. 

After the presentation tea, 

coffee and cake was served and

Yasmin took a question-and-

answer session about her trip

and raising money for “British

Friends of Tikva Odessa”.

For more information visit

www.tikvaodessa. Yasmin also

told the congregation that she

had set up a Just Giving page.

Yasmin said “…visiting the

orphanages was an inspiring

and life changing experience…”.

As the evening drew to a close

Rabbi Richard Jacobi and his

father, Rabbi Harry Jacobi,

thanked Yasmin for coming

along to give the presentation

before she returned to

university.

Merle Muswell

For anyone that missed my presentation at the

beginning of January, I want to tell you about my

amazing and inspiring trip to Odessa, Ukraine. 

The purpose of the trip was to go to Odessa and

visit the three Tikva children’s orphanages. Although

I was aware what we were going to be doing, I was

very unaware of how impactful the trip would be for

many reasons. The four day trip, including a

Shabbat spent with the children, was packed full

and we certainly made the most of our time. 

Tikva is a charity and organisation set up to help

Jewish social orphans (social orphans may have

parents but they are unfit to bring them up, or

reject their children) of Odessa which was

previously a highly Jewish populated area. Tikva

gives hope to hundreds of children who without

them would literally be living on the streets with

little food, love or shelter. 

Our time was mainly spent between three

orphanages: the infants’ home, the boys’ home

and the girls’ home. Here we had the chance to

interact and play with some amazing children who

have such serious and deep stories behind them.

This is very apparent in their eyes, the way they

carry themselves and how they interact with

strangers.

What I got out of the trip was to appreciate my life

so much more and to realise that the problems in

our lives are so minor and meaningless; these

children have so little love and family support

compared to us. The little things we take for

granted mean so much to these children, even the

smallest gesture like a smile or a high 5 really

makes their day, as for once they feel wanted and

loved.

I have been so inspired to help these children that 

I am currently fundraising and all money will go

direct to Tikva orphanages to help save and

nurture the remaining 2,500 Jewish children living

rough on the street. To find out more about Tikva

and watch videos, visit www.tikvaodessa.org. 

Please dig deep and help me reach my target and

beyond for these amazing children that truly

deserve to feel the best and have love and support

like other children have. Visit my just giving page at

www.justigiving.com/yasmin-muswell

To know more about my trip and my experience or

if anyone has any questions feel free to email me at

yoyas_60@hotmail.com

Yasmin Muswell

Tikva saves 100 Jewish children annually specifically from neglectful and abusive state
orphanages. If it were not for Tikva's life saving work, these children would be
subjected to the cruelest forms of maltreatment.
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Whether you believe that

the world was created in

six days or you prefer the

theory of evolution, both

involve change.

Sometimes change occurs

in small imperceptible ways

over a long period of time,

and sometimes it happens

quickly sweeping everything along in its

momentum.  There are times when we welcome

change, times when we are the agents for change,

and sometimes we yearn for the way things were

before changes happened.  Our world is constantly

changing and we have to adapt or change with it to

remain relevant – or we will get left behind.

Our parent body, Liberal Judaism, is changing; it

decided at its annual general meeting that it should

become a Charitable Company with Limited

Liability.  There are many reasons why LJ took this

decision and some tangible benefits in doing so.

The LJ Biennial last year began a process of

looking at wider changes within Liberal Judaism,

changes designed to ensure that the movement

remains relevant.  I am writing this just a few days

after a ‘Strategy Day’ organised by LJ to discuss

where its focus should be and how to ensure that it

deploys its resources in the most effective way.

Woodford is changing. Council believes that the

advantages for LJ being a Charitable Company

with Limited Liability apply equally to Woodford.

We are closely watching the progress being made

by LJ and learning the lessons from their

experiences.  We believe that WLS should also

become a Company with Limited Liability.  It will

take time to make these changes; in the meantime,

we are putting in place new working relationships

between Council and the WLS Committees – Rites

& Practices, New Generations, Resources, and

Membership.

Council, as your elected body and the board of

trustees of the charity, will remain the decision-

making body.  However, Council will become more

strategic and forward looking, while the

Committees will fully develop propositions within

their respective areas of expertise before making

recommendations to Council.  We will develop new

Terms of Reference for the Committees, outlining

roles and responsibilities, which (in due course) we

will publish.

The way we communicate with our members and

the wider world also needs to change.  This

magazine ‘Bimah’ is brilliant for publishing news

from across our community.  The last issue (the

Prague special) was packed with lots of wonderful

articles about the various activities, places, events,

etc involving our members, and I am sure that this

issue also offers a varied selection reflecting the

diverse interests of our members.  However, in the

fast-paced world that we live in, we need to get

news to you quicker and we need to have some

information that is available to you on demand.

We have started to do so – making use of Twitter

(@wls_info) and weekly e-mails to communicate

more up-to-date information.  We are putting more

information on our website, for instance information

about the updates to the Burial Scheme announced

in the last issue of Bimah, and we will be looking at

how to use “social media” more effectively in the

near future.

Our membership is changing – the growth of our

Cheder is evidence of the growing involvement of

younger families.  We need to do (and we have

started to do) more with our teenage and young

adult members.  Working with LJY-Netzer and the

new LJ Outreach team we will develop new ways 

to make Woodford relevant to all our members.

We hope that our sanctuary will be changing. 

As you all know, we have advanced plans for its

refurbishment and we will soon hold an 

all-members meeting to update you progress on

that project.  

None of this is change for the sake of change. 

We need to collectively ensure that the changes we

make are those that continue to make WLS relevant

to all its members.  Some changes will be

welcomed, some may not work as we envisage, but

if we do not try, if we do not evolve, we risk being

left behind.  I hope you will start to notice some

changes in next few months and through 2013

going forward together; keeping WLS relevant and

making our community stronger.

Bob Kamall

Time for Change

HOUSE COMMITTEE 
ALL-MEMBERS MEETING

An all-members meeting to discuss progress
on the Synagogue re-build and for 

members of WLS to ask questions will 
be on Thursday 14 March at 8pm.

Please do come and voice your opinions
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Enough food for everyone IF …

… for the next twenty or so

years, we didn’t waste

between 30 and 50% of all

food that is produced.

Sadly, because we do,

millions continue to die

through starvation. From

around 2030 onwards, the

problem could change. 

If population levels continue to increase, then we

will rely heavily on scientific developments in the

fields of low-water, high-yield crops to feed the

world.

As it is, you will be reading this during Fair Trade
Fortnight (25th February – 10th March). This is a

time when we, as a congregation, re-affirm our

commitment to increasing our use of fairly traded

produce. What does this mean in practice? One of

the injunctions of the Torah is for us to pursue

justice, and this means we have a responsibility to

everyone who labours to produce food and

commodities for us. 

Us being able to eat bananas all year round, drink

an array of teas and coffees, wear cotton clothing,

or assemble furniture must not just be about

affordability for us. We have a responsibility to the

banana, coffee and cotton growers, and to the

forestry workers and, indeed, to the forests. We

must ensure that the people can live decent lives

in their own country on the money they making

from their work, and that the world is not denuded

of its natural resources.

Two weeks on from FairTrade Fortnight we

will celebrate Pesach and the story of our

redemption from slavery. Yet, there are too 

many still enslaved in our world. During Pesach,

we eat the ‘bread of affliction’, as Matzah is

termed. We simulate slavery, but we don’t simulate

starvation! It is our festival of freedom, but we

cannot truly be free while others starve and die

unnecessarily.

Times are tough! The economy in this country is

still very sluggish and some of us have too much

month at the end of the money. Others of us are

having to work longer hours or harder than ever to

keep our heads about water. Even in this climate,

our Judaism teaches us that we cannot take

advantage of others. Currently, large companies

are buying land from poor farmers in, for example,

Colombia, and then using the land to grow palm

oil that is used to fuel cars! In other words, we

would rather have cheaper fuel for a few, that food

enough for all.

This is but one example of the changes needed at

a multinational level, changes that could be agreed

by the G8 group of wealthiest countries when they

meet in Northern Ireland in June this year. Our

world’s economic systems are manifestly unjust

when the poorest, developing countries lose three

times more money to tax havens than they receive

in aid each year (Source: Organisation for

Economic Co-operation and Development).

Simple, obviously fair and just changes could be

introduced by the G8, and these would enable the

farmers of the world to feed everybody!

Nearly one billion people go to bed hungry every

night and two million children die from malnutrition

every year. WE can stop this. You can help change

the world....IF you will do something very simple. 

Look on www.enoughfoodif.org. Look at the ‘Get

Involved’ menu and then write to your MP. When

David Cameron chairs the meeting of the G8 in

June, we can help ensure food is not just on the

banquet tables, but is also high on the agenda!

Rabbi Richard Jacobi
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NEW
WOODFORD
FAMILIES

Danielle Jameson & Nicholas Hedley

Daniel Clarke

Nicholas Cassen (young adult)

Lynda Lewis-Azayear, joining her husband

Gerald to become a Woodford family

Darryl Roselaar & Natalie Karmazin

Nicholas Young with Daniel, Maja, 
Dominik and Sam

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY!

Zachary Poole
Ellie Boot

Jack Olsen
Lara Perry

Joshua Richards
Taliya Buskin

Abby Boot

Friendship
Club @WLS

2–4pm
£3.00

Carole & Alf Quinton on the birth of their

second grand-daughter, Rebecca Lily Carsley,

weighing 8lb 5oz, a sister for Rachel, born in

Leeds to Naomi and Paul Carsley.

Ellie Levenson (a former cheder teacher) and

Richard Messingham had a son, Leo David
Levenson Messingham, on 31st December

2012, a brother for Connie and a grandchild for

Howard & Ros Levenson.

3rd March
2-4pm

12th May
21st July

Condolences…
to the family of Sylvia Silverstone
on her passing in December

to the family of Anne Ritter 
on her passing in December

to the family of Rachel Danzig
on her passing in January

to Lois Benscher and family on the

passing of her sister Carol

to the family of Alfred Harris
on his passing in January

to the family of Laurie Lawrence
on his passing in February

to Vera Lipshaw and family on the

recent passing of Daniel Lipshaw

Please ring:
Harriet  – 020 8524 4505

or Nicola  – 020 8418 9586
to book your place, ensuring  

we can adequately cater

BARN DANCE
SATURDAY 4TH MAY 2013

at the Murray Hall, 

Loughton, Essex

7.15pm til midnight

Raffle

Fi
sh

’n’Chip Supper

Separate up-to-date details of Burial inclusions

and exclusions are now on a separate sheet 

with this BimahLite. Please keep this. 

Apologies for the omission in January.

Printed by www.accelerategraphics.com

A speedy recovery to
anyone who is unwell
at this time.


