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Celebrations: I have just
returned from Liberal
Judaism's Day of
Celebration where nearly
300 Liberal Jews, including
a good sized contingent
from Woodford, gathered in
Birmingham to celebrate
being Liberal Jews and
learn from each other.  

I am pleased to say that Liberal Judaism in Britain
appears to be in good health and growing nicely.
In his opening remarks, Chief Executive Danny
Rich noted the recent growth in the number of
Liberal Jewish communities and the total number
of people who identify themselves as Liberal Jews
in the UK.

Concerns: Whilst any form of growth is to be
welcomed, there was evidence to be found of
some of the underlying issues Liberal Jewish
communities are facing – issues we also face at
Woodford.  Liberal Jewish communities have an
increasing number of members who are, because
of the current economic climate, struggling to pay
their membership fees.  Cheders are thriving but
they do have high drop out rates after Bar or Bat
Mitzvahs.  Long established communities have an
increasingly ageing membership, which means
there are fewer people volunteering to help out and
more people who need help or support services.  
It also sadly means that there are now more
funerals within our communities.

Creativity: One of the strengths of being a
constituent member of a larger movement, is that
we can share issues and learn from each other.
Rather than struggle with these issues on our own
we can collectively explore the causes, share
experiences, and support each other in finding
solutions.  For the wider movement this is
exemplified by the Sunday Seminars that Liberal
Judaism are running – recent seminars have shared
new ideas in shul music and growing the
membership.  Forthcoming seminars will cover
safeguarding children or vulnerable adults, and
publicising our communities. At the Day of
Celebration, we learnt more about the development
of the Liberal Jewish movement 'Resource Bank' – 
an online collection of resources covering a
multitude of matters, which I am sure Woodford will
find useful when it is launched very soon.  These
initiatives, and others like them, will help us to
collectively face up to the issues we face and help
to find innovation solutions – thereby we will go
forward and grow stronger together.

Congratulations: Must go to everyone involved in
planning or running the event.  All of those on the
organising committee who put the event together,
the staff from LJ Montague Centre and the
volunteers from Birmingham Progressive
Synagogue who helped on the day, making sure
everything went smoothly.  Also congratulations to
all those from Woodford who got up so early on a
Sunday morning to attend, play your part in the
days activities, and ensure that Woodford fully
contributes to wider movement.

Bob Kamall
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Celebrations, Concerns, Creativity and Congratulations!
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The Day of Celebration

It was an early start from Southgate Synagogue,
complete with 300 well-filled beigals from Brick
Lane. The coach ride to Birmingham was very
smooth and we were all welcomed warmly with tea
and coffee whilst we registered at 9.30am. 

From then on, after a musical opening session in
their beautiful Sanctuary, the choice of activities
was vast – there was something for everybody. 
A break for a picnic lunch was followed by more
sessions to choose from, and we were spoilt for
choice. 

After the closing session there were more
refreshments before we climbed aboard our coach
for our homeward journey, arriving back at
Stanmore tired but elated, having had a truly
wonderful day. 

Well done to the LJ management team and the
Sessions leaders for their hard work in making the
day a success. 

Peter & Betty Benscher

The trouble with the LJ day of celebration was that
there was so much choice ….and all the sessions
sounded fascinating that narrowing it down to only
two was tricky! 

After a night in the Novotel we hadn’t realised was
only 10 minutes walk from the shul, we arrived to

get a big Birmingham welcome
for me, Clara and Josephine. 

Everyone was warm and
friendly, even when I nearly
gave myself heart failure by
leaving my rucksack in the loo! 
I attended a session on
chanting the Torah,  which I am
keen to do more of, and
Gershon was a great session
leader. 

Later on Rabbi Margaret led an
interesting session on justice

where we were able to see that even thousands of
years ago there were debates about council tax and
income tax and how people should contribute to
their society.

The girls had a great time and Josephine has
already said she wants to come to the Biennial…
Thank you Birmingham and all who were involved in
the organisation – especially our own Simon, for
making it such a great day.

Alice Wilcock

This event offered a great range of topics for one to
choose from and indeed it was a tough choice with
4 parallel session tracks. I found the opening
musical performance of the choirs to be a great
kick-off for the day; it was both uplifting and of a
very high standard. The mix and matching of both

the Birmingham Kol Kinor (cross-communal) and
Northwood & Pinner Liberal Synagogue’s choirs
was very effective, especially as the combined
choirs had only 30 minutes to rehearse together in
the morning!

Adrian Samuels



The murder of Drummer
Lee Rigby is a moment in
history that will live long in
the memory, sadly for too
many of the wrong
reasons. While we might
admire the cub scout
leader – Ingrid Loyau-

Kennett – who stood up to one of the killers, this
cannot obscure a brutal and horrible act
committed in broad daylight.

I have written already (see our
website) about this, and so I wish to
explore with you all some of the
deeper and broader issues. In the
sermon which was subsequently
posted, I touched on the fear of
reprisals and the increased interest in
extremist organisations, such as the
English Defence League. Sadly, the
all-too-predictable retaliatory acts
have started to happen – low level
actions that cause upset and terror
for individuals, and more major incidents, such
as the arson attack on the Somali Bravanese
Centre in Muswell Hill.

The question of how we can prevent criminal
acts carried out in the name of religion, racial
hatred or political difference, is a perpetually-
asked one. The Bible speaks about the
prevention of retaliation, knowing that all too
easily that can lead to escalation. In the Book of
Deuteronomy, a chapter which our Bar Mitzvah,
Jack Brody, will read on 13th July, cities of
refuge were established as a means of
preventing anger among the family or friends of
a victim leading to further killing. So, the
problems we are confronting are not new ones,
and our tradition can provide some timeless and
timely advice.

However, the technologies of the modern day
speed up and globalise the methods by which
acts of hatred can be planned and carried out.
Those who we charge with safeguarding our
well-being, such as the police and the

intelligence services, need to be able to identify
likely perpetrators and apprehend them before
they kill and maim. We must accept that they will
never be able to prevent every attack - there is
no society without its criminals. We must also
find the delicate balance between the ultimate
freedom of the individual represented by the
philosophy of anarchy, on the one hand, and the
powers to intercept and anticipate represented
at its ultimate level by the police state.

Anarchy can mean both a utopian
ideal society where no government
is needed or a state of complete
lawlessness, filled with disorder
and survival of the toughest or
most devious. My memories of a
police state are limited to one visit
to Leningrad, when it was the
second city of the USSR. Yet, in
the earliest law codes derived from
our Bible, the balance between the
freedom of individuals and the
communal good was present in the

essential Noahide Laws, the seventh and last of
which required the establishment of law courts
to administer justly the other six laws.

The age of the internet is creating new
challenges and opportunities, meaning that this
balance has to be re-negotiated, quickly but in a
considered manner. To do both – act speedily
without being rash – is the capability developed
by skilled and experienced people. Liberal
Judaism, through study of our heritage, through
our emphasis on learning from other disciplines,
and through our gathering for prayer and
reflection prepares us for these difficult
challenges. We, uniquely within Judaism, are
used to being securely on the leading edge - we
have been for the rights of women, we are on
the rights to equal marriage, we are on the need
for Fair Trade, we are on the need to bring an
end to chronic hunger, and we will be for other
emerging issues. Be the future you wish to see -
get involved at Woodford!

Rabbi Richard Jacobi
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Freedom and Security

The question of 
how we can prevent
criminal acts
carried out in the
name of religion,
racial hatred or
political difference,
is a perpetually-
asked one
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LJ Intersynagogue Quiz comes to WLS

L to R: David Gold, Jenny Sclaire, Tina Gold – judge and jury!

The 2013 Winning Team from Elstree

Geoffrey Davis Trophy presented to Elstree chairman, Richard Elman

Well done to Woodford for hosting a brilliant quiz. TLSE 
is always a keen participant in the Inter Synagogue Quiz.
It’s a fabulous way to keep in touch with other members of
the LJ family. This year, I was delighted to see a team from
the North Herts Liberal Jewish Community fielding a team,
I believe for the first time. I’d love to see communities
coming from even further afield, but I do understand it can
be quite a shlep getting to the host community.  

I would be interested to see, for example, Birmingham or
Manchester win the quiz and host the event the following
year (I wonder how many London and SE congregations
would send a team). But of course, they’d have to win it
first and they’d certainly have a fight on their hands: the
Liberal Synagogue Elstree has an excellent record over the
past few years, winning on several occasions.

As winner, it would be customary for us to host in 2014,
but there was a request from Danny Rich/Finchley for
Finchley to host it as way of marking their 60th
anniversary. We were happy to acquiesce.

Richard Elman (Chair of TLSE)

Last year when WLS attended the Inter Synagogue
Quiz at Elstree, we offered to host the quiz for 2013.
We thought it might be interesting to see how many of
the other synagogues would come east. Sue Powell
was in charge of catering and Tina and David Gold
and I wrote the quiz together and put it on.

We had nine synagogues in attendance, it would have
been ten but Lincoln had to cancel due to illness.
What a great afternoon we had, even if I say so
myself. We were complimented on our welcoming
atmosphere, the fun quiz and the wonderful
refreshments.

Thank you to every one who schlepped, baked,
helped organise and serve the refreshments and
cleared up at the end of the quiz. WLS really know
how to put on a party!

Jenny Sclaire
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Miracles are laughed at, but I often look at my
granddaughter and know that she is a miracle to
us. She is a help to me in many ways. My
favourite song from Fiddler on the Roof is the
song that Mottel sings to his bride Tzeital, Wonder
of Wonder, Miracles of Miracles... the best present
Geoff ever bought me is my Kindle. I cannot
imagine being without it. It is almost weightless, 
I can make the print bigger depending on what
time of day (or night) I am reading, nor do I lose
my place. A few nights ago, we had settled down
for sleep when a disembodied synthesized voice
said: 'screen saver on'. I was so surprised that 
I simply had to wake Geoff up to ask him if he
had heard that voice, to which he politely told me
that no he had been asleep (how come he can fall
asleep in an instant whilst I have to ponder on the
world for a while). The following night when I
opened my Kindle this voice told me : chapter 3 –
this time sleepyhead did hear it and we both
looked in wonder at the Kindle – who was talking
to us? Were we on BB? I told Caitlyn about this
amazing happening, this voice and how I have
had the Kindle for 18 months and it has never
spoken to me before (was it shy?) She
immediately told me that I had put voice
command on (????) she got the device and
turned it off. That was a miracle. Later that
weekend, she and I went out, I got my coat zip
stuck half way up and how ever hard I pulled it,
stuck it was. Caitlyn went down on her knees;
‘Keep still Nana’ and managed to manoeuvre the
zip until it came free! That was a miracle. But of
all G-d's miracles large and small, the most
miraculous one of all – I sent Caitlyn up to brush
her teeth before bed. She came down and told
me she had done her teeth and was ready for
bed. I went up, went into the bathroom, and Lo
did I see, in the same place I had left it, was her
toothbrush, still bone dry: That was a miracle too.

I had to sell my mum's flat to pay for her nursing
fees in the home. Whilst I understand that the
money has to come from somewhere, it seems 
so unfair that for one who has worked their whole
life, never taken a penny from the state, has to
sell their assets in order to be cared for when it
becomes necessary. And yet, those who spend
live on credit, get everything. I am so sad that
everything that my parents and later my widowed
mum worked for, will go in order to pay for her to
be looked after in a place that she doesn't even
want to be in! I employed a local (South
Woodford) estate agent, who lied to me from the

start, although of course, I was unaware of this at
the time. At eventual completion, I was presented
with a very hefty bill and the comment : ‘Well,
you're not going to pay for it, it will come out the
proceeds of the sale.’ I decided to approach the
Ombudsman for advice and possible
compensation.  After almost six months, the
Ombudsman ruled that the Agents were in the
wrong, and that they had lied and caused a great
deal of distress. I was awarded a small amount of
compensation. There is always a higher authority
– in this case, the Ombudsman. Don't be afraid to
put your case to a higher being, you may get
some help, you may not, but simply stating your
case is actually therapeutic. I found simply
sharing my problem with the Ombudsman helped
me calm my anger, simply because I had ‘told’. 
I feel that about my God. I see my God as a
guide, sometimes I get help, sometimes I get
answers, sometimes I am led to a decision,
sometimes nada, but always, I feel better telling
my God what is on my mind.

Essex Dictionary:

Mup = I am up

Min = I am in

Mout = I am out (the bathroom?)

cupla - couple of ; (as in children or drinks [what
came first I wonder])

Wimi = he/she came with me

awight? = are you alright?

Joo gotnee = Do you have any Essex Words????

I figure that by the time this column goes to print
it will soon be Rosh Hashana and the high days
and holidays will be looming. On my way to work 
I often sing at the top of my voice, all the prayers 
I know, sometimes the Shema, sometimes
Shehichianu, and sometimes grace after meals (at
8am.) However, the scenery is wonderful, I drive
past thatched cottages, fields with donkeys, goats
and sheep, I know that the livestock in the fields
appreciate my offerings and I know G-d hears my
prayers, (however inappropriate.) I hope your
prayers for the New Year are heard, and that you
find peace.

Shana Tova, Shalom, honey cake and Chicken
Soup – to you all. 

Laurie Benton 

From where I’m standing out in the Sticks!
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An assortment of Views from the South

Hoping that our musings from the South coast
are of some interest, the following will give some
idea of life down here. It is not all idyllic of
course, even in this beautiful part of the world,
because bad things can happen anywhere. 

A few years back there was a hostage domestic
situation on this bungalow estate. Two years ago
there was even a hold-up in the village post
office – both events thankfully without casualties.
Mostly, though, life is pleasant and all the
neighbours are friendly, helpful and we all know
one another which is great. 

We still continue to be involved in the ever-
growing Wessex Liberal Jewish Community.
Going back to Mitzvah Day, our car-load of 
non-perishable food was sent to the Trussel
Trust, and we continue to collect such items at
each service. This, together with our neighbours
at the church, is then taken together into a
central collection point in Bournemouth – an
arrangement which is working well. 

Our Chanucah party was a huge success hosted
by synagogue members in their home whilst
Purim was just as memorable as we had visitors
from the new Weymouth Liberal community. In all
we had six Queen Esthers – children and adults
had a great time sampling several varieties of
humentashen – we have some really great cooks. 

We had our third Communal Seder producing a
rather splendid three-course meal for over fifty
people and what made it even more special was
having Rabbi Alan Mann with us to lead. Once
more we came together for a very moving 
Yom Hashoah service, again very well attended,
this year in our home. 

Celebration for Yom Haatzmaut took place at the
Orthodox Synagogue in Bournemouth. It is a
wonderfully happy event, always well supported
by all sections of the community – of which we
have many – Chabad, Orthodox, Masorti, Liberal
and Reform – and we also have a Sephardi
Minyan. 

Perhaps the most exciting development for our
young community is that we now have our very
own beautiful Sefer Torah which perhaps makes
us feel a very established congregation. Indeed
only two weeks ago we were delighted to
welcome Rabbi Danny Rich to our Shabbat
service and to join him the following day at the
consecration of our Liberal Burial Grounds. A
memorable occasion indeed, happening of

course very rarely, and the service itself was
most moving, spiritual and comforting. Later we
gathered together for a meal at a member’s
house. For me, anyway, it felt like a very special
family get together. 

Last week we were privileged to welcome Canta
Gershon Silins who led our Shabbat service and
later introduced a workshop on Jewish Cantonial
Music – it was absolutely wonderful. 

This very weekend our members are invited to a
barbecue with the Weymouth community – and
even the sun is shining. If one is able to travel a
bit and participate there is a lot of Jewish life to
be found in these parts. Many “seniors” to be
sure, but young families too! 

We have the great good future to be living near
to our grandsons and try to keep up with what
interests them – namely Spurs and Liverpool,
whilst Jack, the eldest, is now playing cricket for
his college. Bournemouth has historically been a
favourite resort for Jews. In the late 40s and 50s,
there were many strictly kosher hotels to choose
from. It was the place to go for your holidays,
long before the advent of the package holiday. 
It was a place for families to meet other families
and perhaps do a bit of match-making. And the
food, always a big feature with one hotel trying
to outdo (or out-feed) the other. There was
always evening entertainment and just in case
one got hungry after a very large dinner, there
was the evening “snack” to look forward to. All
that has gone, of course, with the exception of
the “Normandie” which opens on specific
occasions to cater for the ultra-orthodox
community. 

We (WLJC) are very happily settled at Ambrose
Hall, and our church neighbours are so willing
and helpful in making us feel at home. Two
weeks ago we had our AGM and it was very
good having Rabbi Anna Gerrard to give advice
on being a young community as we still are.
Great too to have Simon with us (our very own
Simon Bensher). 

We are reliably informed that Highcliffe (a suburb
on the outskirts of Christchurch) boasts more
residents over the age of one hundred than any
other part of the UK. So who knows, you may be
bored with my meanderings for a while yet.

Shalom v kol tov – Ros and Moshe

[Editor note: Never ever Bored!]
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NEW
WOODFORD
FAMILIES

Lisa Reynolds with Louis & Sasha

Nicole Davidoff

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!

Frank Gee
Jack Brody
Isaac Nathanson-Perry
Josephine Leberman
Evie Brody

Alexander Baker-Merr
Clara Greenhalgh
Joe Boot
Joshua Brody
Isabella Goldstein

A speedy
recovery…

to anyone who is unwell at this time 

Friendship
Club @WLS

2–4pm
£3.00

Sunday 21st July, 2-4pm

Hopefully we will 

have an Entertainer!

Condolences…
to the family and friends of 
Harry Tregar on his recent passing.

Please ring:
Harriet – 020 8524 4505

or Nicola – 020 8418 9586
to book your place, ensuring 

we can adequately cater

knit and knatter
KNIT & KNATTER DATES

7th July 
18th August

A stomping good time

was had by all at the

Barn Dance held at the

Murray Hall in Loughton.

Over 90 people attended.

Thanks to all who

supported this event,

especially to Simon Benscher for organising it all,

and David Powell for sourcing excellent

fish’n’chips.

Over £500 was raised for the synagogue – the

whole event was a ‘swinging’ success!

BARN DANCE


