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Levels of Relationship / Commitment – Jews and their
(Liberal) Community



Just recently the media recalled some of the 
harrowing stories about the first and second world
wars and the great sacrifices made by so many for
all of us. Viewing some of those shown on TV about
the last war, in which I served from 1943 to 1948,
re-awakened a few of my own memories and 
experiences. Some were retrospectively still 
distressing and sad, while others reminded of
camaraderie and loyalty. But here I recall a rather
inglorious incident in no way linked to heroism, 
pain or suffering. Indeed it was one exhibiting 
inadequacy and ineptitude. 

Returning from a week-end pass granted to me by
HM Forces, I boarded a  train in London  which was
destined to take me back to my unit in Wiltshire,
but had chosen to terminate in Chippenham without
prior notice. This meant my having to await a 
connection from there. It was a bitterly cold night
and the thought of  hanging  around a drab station
did not appeal.  I therefore made my way to a small
café.  It was warm and cosy within. I ordered a
‘large really hot’ mug of Horlicks and soon thawed
out. The rich soothing beverage made me feel 
mellow and content.  Soon I would wind my way
back to the station to catch that last train back to
the barracks.

I next  felt an arm tugging energetically at my 
uniform and a voice repeating the words ‘wake up
missy, wake up, we’re having to lock up’. As I
emerged slowly from my comatose state and had
consulted my  watch, I was shocked to find I had
slept for over an hour.  Shock turned to fear, when 
it dawned on me that the last train had been and
gone during my slumber. How would I be able to
report back to my unit ? The prospect of spending
the rest of the night in the station’s cold and windy
waiting room to await a train on the morrow was
not a happy one. If only I had stayed put in the first
place ! Moreover, I now had a  premonition of  what
was to follow, expecting the worst. I would be put
on a charge, which could entail one or more 
punishments, among them several days’ stoppage
of pay, confinement to barracks, or having to peel
potatoes in the cookhouse, the latter being 
considered the most shameful and ignominious of
all ! Still worse, my hitherto unblemished service
record would be tarnished for ever. Would there be
a case for extenuating circumstances, I wondered. 
I could not think rationally. In my troubled and 
confused state I even imagined hearing my 

commanding officer’s stern tones, charging me with
contravention of army regulations and breach of
trust. Being ordered to give a detailed and credible
account as to why I had overstayed my leave 
without permission, I would bravely aver : ‘Horlicks
is the ideal bedtime drink’. Well, I wanted to face 
up to things and be truthful. I knew my statement
could not be contradicted, since I had witnesses in
the persons of the café’s proprietress and her 
husband.

Undeservedly the affair ended happily. At the crack
of dawn, shivering and tired, I ventured out of the
station when an army jeep happened to pass. Its
driver, curious to behold a lone and sad-looking
female  creature in uniform so very early in the
morning, stopped and gave me a welcome lift back
to camp. Thus I was able to sneak in, unobserved,
before reveille, having escaped twenty lashes, 
my status remaining intact. I just hoped that the
good soldier would not be charged with aiding and
abetting or perverting the course of justice !

Two: Always pack a scarf and/or a pocket
fan (as appropriate) when travelling

Three: Always exercise patience

Alice Alexander
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One: Always Drink Responsibly!
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Once again we are in season of
the political party conferences.  
I think these are peculiar events 
– the gathering of the faithful, 
listening to various speeches and
then enthusiastically cheering their
elected leaders.  The speeches
say exactly what the audience

wants to hear so what’s the point in making them?

Of course, the speeches are carefully crafted to 
provide those important soundbites aimed at a 
different and wider audience. This year the 
conferences are held in the full knowledge that they
are the last conferences before the general election –
a last chance to rally the party faithful. They are also
very much about setting out differences; how each of
the parties differs from the others, why their policies
are better than the others, and why you should trust
them rather than the others.

The language is all about differences, separation, 
and taking sides – it’s them or us. Watching those

soundbite moments on the news bulletins, I often
wonder why it is so much effort is put into finding
those differences and so little into building some 
consensus.  

So it was great to see that Liberal Judaism and the
Movement for Reform Judaism have announced a
new alliance. This is not a merger – both will keep
their distinct identities, practices and autonomy.
However, the alliance does recognise there are many
areas where there is scope for further closer working 
– building on existing areas of collaboration.

It also recognises that Judaism is changing in Britain,
indeed all over the world. By working together, both
the Liberal and Reform strands of Judaism will remain
relevant, vibrant, and progressive. Finding our 
similarities and building the consensus means 
looking forward, but it also requires reaching out to
each other to engage with others, not just to making
speeches to the converted.

Bob Kamall

Progressive Judaism making progress together

On Shabbat 21st and 22nd November, we will recall
the members of the Jewish community of Blatna who
were done to death during the Shoah. However, since
this time last year, due mainly to the efforts to Helena
and Chris Underhill, we have learned so much more
about Blatna. Indeed Helena, a Czech national, and
Chris, have met the Jewish author of the book about
the Jews of Blatna, have visited the town and 
surrounding area and have been in contact with a 
survivor and her family, who live in Montreal, Canada.

This year, we will mount and display a new 
exhibition, containing many biographies, photos, 
letters and other fascinating details about the 
community and town that we are linked with through
our Czech Torah scroll. Helena will also talk to us
about her discoveries. 

Please watch for more details in weekly updates 
nearer the time.

Richard Jacobi

Re-discovering Blatna
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On Shabbat Saturday 13th September Woodford
Liberal Synagogue was packed full with our 
congregation along with many members of the James
and Sandler families. Rabbi Richard Jacobi lead a
Family Shabbat Singing Service to mark the first day
of the Cheder academic year and to celebrate the
blessing of baby Raffi into the Jewish Community.
Raffi is the third son of Emma & Owain James, a
brother for Joseph and Louis, who also joined in the
service and read a loving passage to their baby 
brother.

At the close of the Service families were invited to go
upstairs for a family craft activity, which was to make
colourful Kippurim (head coverings) for the upcoming
festivals.

Then all joined together for the traditional blessing of
wine and cholla and a plentiful tasty Kiddush – wine,
bread and food – provided by the James family.

Synagogue joint Vice Chair, Merle Muswell said, “It's a
blessing to see the Synagogue so full, having such a
lovely atmosphere with the baby blessing and so
many family members able to attend the service.”

Blessing of Baby Raffi

Something for everyone at the Chanukah Craft Fayre!
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Building our Sukkah

This year it rained – but we
all know that you should
be able to see the stars
when you’re in the Sukkah
and this does mean that
sometimes a little rain will
fall.

As usual a number of our
Cheder children, some still
in their school uniforms,
enjoyed the late afternoon
and early evening building
the Woodford Sukkah,
climbing up ladders with
their greenery, fruits, 
vegetables (all are 
welcome) to create the
roof and decorate the
Sukkah.

This year we were joined
by Constable Shahnuaz
(Shaz) Meah, who is the
Faith and Community
Liaison officer for the
Metropolitan Police in
Redbridge. Having spent
some time in the Sukkah,
and taking a few moments
for his own evening
prayers, he also joined us
for our Chavurah supper.
The evening ended with a
short concluding service,
which included lots of
shaking of the Lulav by
children and adults.

It was in fact Constable
Meah’s second visit to our
Synagogue, having 
previously met with Rabbi
Richard Jacobi and some
members of the WLS
Council. We look forward
to welcoming him back
soon.

Bob Kamall



< 7 >



Don’t forget Mitzvah Weekend
14, 15 and 16th November

Reuben Seager
Jacob Janoff

Rosamund Liebeskind
Ethan Green
Riley Green

Harriet Nineberg
Mia Syalon

Benjamin Harrison
Oren Noy

Olivia Poole
Samuel Greenhalgh

Saul Levy
Millie Cooper-Perry

Isaac Samuels
Joseph James
Scarlet Levy

Zachary Duck
Genevieve Leberman

a speedy recovery
to all who are unwell at this time 

Friendship Club @WLS
2.00-4.00pm   £3.00 per person

Condolences to…
Moshe Avnir on the very sad passing
of his wife, Ros

Our elderly member, Mark Stuart,
sadly passed away last week.
Condolences to his son Andrew

New Member
Simon Blake

Freya Preedy
for her Bat
Mitzvah on 
18th October 

Bernice and
Tom Cole on
the birth of
Bryony Rose, 

a grandchild for Jenni and Ivor Kirstein

Gerald and Lynda Lewis-Azayear on the recent
marriage of their son Craig to Emma Purver

Sunday 2 November 
An Entertainer has been booked!

Please ring Harriet – 020 8524 4505
to book your place.

Czech Scroll Memorial Shabbat
We are planning to have a 

Czech Scroll Memorial Shabbat
on 21st and 22nd November, with an exhibition of

research and material about Blatna.

(see article on pg4 of this issue) 

We are sorry for those who wished to remember
near and dear ones on Yom Kippur, whose
names were not called. Every effort was made 
to make people aware that the list was being
reviewed and what they needed to do. 

If this affected you, please send Donna in the
synagogue office any names now to avoid 
disappointment next year.

Hilton Ellis and Rabbi Richard Jacobi on behalf
of the Rites and Practices Committee

Knit and Natter is on 
Sunday 9th November 

2.30 to 4.30pm


