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Another winning Mitzvah Day!
On Mitzvah Sunday 22nd November,
six Cheder children, along with some
parents, religion school teacher, Rabbi
Richard Jacobi,  Estelle & Lee Scott
(former MP) visited Haven House
Children's Hospice.

We all watched an extremely moving
slideshow presentation about what the
hospice offers children nearing the end
of their life, and all the amazing support
that is also given to the entire family.
The facilities available are incredible
and up-to-date. The hospice is a calm
and friendly place set in a vast scenic
space with suitable large garden toys
and many listed trees, some planted 
by famous people – Winston Churchill,
Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan
to name a few!  

After the presentation the Cheder
children and their teacher Rachel went
into the gardens to help with gardening
and clearing a lot of leaves!  Rabbi
Jacobi and the other adults were given
a guided tour of the hospice, most of
which is a large Tudor house with many
original features, which gives it such
homely caring feeling. 

Rabbi Richard Jacobi said "It was a real
privilege for our young people and their
parents to gain an understanding of just
how superbly Haven House cares for
the children and their families. We as a
Synagogue feel honoured to play a
small part  in supporting the works of
the hospice."

Merle Muswell



As we look back at one secular
year and look forward to a new
one, many of us find that it's time
to reflect on our collective
achievements and shortcomings in
the hope that we learn from the
past to make a better future.
Sound familiar? Isn't that what we
did at Yom Kippur? So can't we
give all that goal-setting and
introspection a 'rest', at least until
the weather gets better? 

In my experience, the answer is "No, not
really." That's not how to get things done. If
the 'day job' has taught me anything, it's that
self-reflection and re-appraising your goals
should be a continuous process. It doesn’t
stop. To do otherwise risks wasting time
chasing targets which may have moved, or
perhaps no longer should be targets at all.
Equally, 'taking stock' is a great opportunity to
re-focus on what is important and re-affirm
your priorities.

I’ve done a lot of thinking in the six months
since I’ve been the Chair of WLS, and much 
of it has centred on the proposed merger with
Bet Tikvah (‘BT’). To merge or not to merge?
That is the question.   

So, “where do I begin?”  For those of a
‘certain age’, those four words start the Andy
Williams song ‘Love Story’ from the film of the
same name.  I have, on several occasions,
referred to the proposed merger as a
‘marriage’ (of sorts) and the fact that since the
members of WLS and BT are seeing more of

each, it is as if we are ‘going out’
or ‘courting’.  I wouldn’t go so far
as to say that there is romance
involved, but you never know!
Seriously, though, there is clearly
some attraction – at least on a
practical as well as a religious and
ideological basis.  

Members do, I know, want and
need more information on what is
proposed and how a merger might

come about. After all, it has been several
months since the subject was first mooted.
The need for a clear vision from those leading
the two communities was why the Merger
Project Management Committee (‘MPMC’)
was formed. The MPMC is a group of six
experienced council and ex council members
of both synagogues, including myself and two
previous chairs of WLS, Bob Kamall and
Richard Stevens. For the last six months, the
six of us have been exploring the mechanics
and detail of a possible merger between WLS
and BT. We have been meeting monthly, and
at the time I am writing this article (at the end
of November 2015), we are putting our
findings together in a single document – the
‘Merger Consultation Document’, which will,
after it has been discussed by both councils,
be published to the members of both
synagogues in early 2016, following which
each synagogue will hold its own private
members’ consultation meeting, probably in
February.

So what has happened to date and what could
the future timeline look like?
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To merge or not to merge?  That is the question.

Late 2014

Initial talks
Early 2015

MPMC forms
Mid 2015

Sub-committees
form and meet

From mid 2015

MPMC publishes
monthly reports

Late 2015

MCD first draft
send to councils

Jan 2016

1. Joint council
meeting

2. MCD
published

3. Members’
consuiltation
meetings

From Feb 2016

MPMC and sub-
committees
action issues
identified in
consultation
meetings

Jan-Sept 2016

More shared
events and
seervices with
incteasing
regularity

24-26 June 2015

Community
Weekend

Mid 2016

MPMC to publish
Merger Proposal
document

Autumn 2016

EGMs to vote
for/against the
merger

1 Jan 2017

Proposed 
merger date, 
if ratified   
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Some people may think that talk of ‘timelines’
means that a decision to merge has already
been made. It has not. It is only the members
of both synagogues who can make that
decision. However, realistic timetables need to
be set so that there is time to research,
consult and plan before a decision is made
one way or the other. In other words, the
strategy has been and remains: we need to
think, vote and then move on – in whichever
direction the members of both communities
decide.  

While the Merger Consultation Document is
going through its final drafting stages, I do
want to address some of the questions which I
know are on the lips of many members. In
fact, I hear, in equal measure, the following
two questions from members outside the WLS
council:

Question 1: “Why is it taking so long: 
why donʼt we just merge?”; and

Question 2: “I canʼt vote for/against a
merger unless I know where the new shul

will be: where will the new shul be?”
The first questioner is a member who believes
a merger ‘makes sense’.  The membership of
both synagogues is about the same  - the
combined membership is in the region of 600-
650. That ‘feels’, instinctively, a much better
bet for the long-term future for progressive
Jews who wish to practise Liberal Judaism in
East London than two communities whose
membership has been slowly reducing year on
year. 

The second questioner is a member who is
looking at the situation from a slightly different
perspective. They are rightly concerned that
their spiritual and social Jewish home may
move temporarily or even permanently away
from South Woodford, perhaps to a building in
which they fear they will feel no sense of
relationship or spirituality: somewhere that
doesn’t feel like ‘home’. I get that. No one at
WLS is going to vote in favour of a merger if 
it means we lose our identify – i.e. what is
uniquely ‘Woodford’. To me, that identity is a
warm, inclusive, supportive, family-friendly
environment which practises modern Liberal
Jewish values. ‘Woodford’ isn’t – to me, at
least –the ‘bricks and mortar’ of a building.
However, I do acknowledge that many of us
(me included) have a sentimental attachment
to Marlborough Road. Equally, the members of

BT have a similar relationship with Perrymans
Farm Road, particularly their senior members
who built the synagogue 25 years ago. But, to
me, being part of a local Liberal Jewish
community is less about the building and more
about the people you meet, pray and socialise
with. You can have a community without a
building, but you can’t have a community
without the people.

In the same way that we all get used to a ‘new
commute’ when we move house or move jobs,
please do remember how quickly you have
adapted to ‘change’ in the past. After a few
months of moving home or jobs, haven’t you,
in most cases, simply got used to your new
arrangements?  Most of the time, we just ‘get
on with it’ – our new arrangements become
normality and it is surprising how quickly past
sentimental attachments can fade.  That is 
not to say that a merged community couldn’t
make its home at a possibly larger site at
Marlborough Road (which, of course, would be
my preference): there are many attractions,
not least the proximity of public transport links
and the fact that we feel ‘safe’ in our current
location. That is still one of a number of long-
term options.

To me, the “where will the new shul be”
question is not one which needs answering
before a merger takes place. I know that is a
point of view which is not shared universally,
and, I have to admit, it was not my instinctive
response when I first considered the issue.
But to me, in the same way that, these days, a
married couple do not necessarily each sell up
their respective homes for something bigger or
better to start immediately after their wedding
day, the same applies to the possible union
between WLS and BT.  A ‘two site solution’ (if
you will) – at least on a temporary basis – is, 
I believe, the way forward IF the communities
decide to merge. If there is a meeting of minds
– on a practical, religious and ideological
basis, the merger should work and the finding
of permanent home can wait until the right
opportunity arises, or until the merged
community ‘naturally’ feels the pull in one
direction or the other.  To do everything
simultaneously risks the wrong decision being
made (i.e. rushing into acquiring a
compromise location which, ultimately, pleases
no one) or delaying everything indefinitely
because the ‘right’ location cannot be found. In
the latter case, there is a strong prospect that

(continued on page 4)
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the momentum we have built up will be lost
and the communities risk reverting back to
where they are now.

So, reverting back to the first questioner: why
don’t we just merge now? The simple answer
is that you wouldn’t get married because
something instinctively feels like a ‘good idea’
without significant planning and road-testing
the union by co-habiting – or at least some
form of short to medium term engagement.
And that’s where we currently are: with more
combined events and services planned for
2016, WLS and BT will be spending more time
with each other, one of the focal points being a
fantastic Community Weekend on 24-26 June
2016 in Danbury, Essex: Please save the
date!  

Most of us are aware of some of the key
differences between WLS and BT – we at
WLS are a modern Liberal Jewish community,
whereas BT might be described as a more
traditional progressive community. Yet, we do
have much more in common than our
differences, although it is, of course, human
nature to focus on the latter. Much of the detail
and implications of merging two ‘similar but
different’ communities will be covered in the
Merger Consultation Document, which will be
aired at both the inter and intra-community
meetings over the next few months. 

I’m not going to use this column as a vehicle
to put forward my own personal views. My role
as Chair is, primarily, to facilitate discussion of
the key issues and to ensure that we all have
as much information as we need when the
time comes to vote.  But, it goes without
saying, that I wouldn’t be on the MPMC if 
I didn’t believe that a merger between BT 
and WLS was (a) achievable and (b) might
possibly be in the best interests of WLS.

If it happens, it will be an ‘organic’ merger –
i.e. one which naturally falls into place, rather
than a clunky move from two communities to
one. That, in my view, represents the best
prospect of a merger succeeding. But if the
membership of WLS votes against, then I will
be confident that the right decision will have
been made by our members, because of the
time and depth of research which has been
invested in the project. I simply request that
everyone continues to think, ask questions,
listen, offer constructive suggestions, and,
above all, that we all keep an open mind. 

I welcome discussing all views and concerns
with any member – on a one to one basis, if
necessary, not least because dialogue and
consultation are key elements of ensuring that,
collectively, we make the right decision. And I
am sure we will.

Jonny Hurst, Chair

WLS Community weekend: Friday 24 to Sunday 26 June 2016

A weekend of fun for families and members of 

Woodford Liberal Synagogue & Bet Tikvah

• Optional, affordable accommodation
• Food included
• One hour from east London (so commutable!)
• Shabbat service in a marquee
• Themed workshops 
• Activities for young and old: e.g. archery, high wire etc 
• Music and entertainment
• Countryside walks

For more details of the venue, see: www.essexoutdoors.com/danbury.php

Volunteers are need to help organise what will be a 

fantastic community weekend in Danbury, in the Essex countryside.

Please contact: 
Jonny Hurst at jonnyhurst@hotmail.com or Donna in the synagogue office: 020 8989 7619
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Mitzvah Family Service
A busy morning was enjoyed  by all at
Woodford Liberal Synagogue on Saturday
21st November. Alice Wilcock lead a
special Mitzvah Family Service where
children made paper chains adding their
own special mitzvah to each piece of the
chain, such as "I must be kinder to
people" “I must  clean my bedroom".
There was also a Tots’ service where the

Mitzvah Book was explored, with under 3's
and their families. Before joining together
for the Kiddush, Leah Simmons was
presented with the Jack Petchey Award

for her services to the Cheder classes as
a teacher .

After the service Jonny Hurst and Merle
Muswell transported dry food goods and
toiletries that had been donated by the
community to Jason Lee House, Ilford.
The House provides temporary
accommodation for homeless people.

Merle Muswell

On Saturday 21st November, we held a
Mitzvah-themed Tots  ̓service. The service
was thoroughly enjoyed by all, as
demonstrated by the clapping, dancing,
singing and running around. Thank you
to Mich for leading us through the songs,
prayers and games, and a special thanks to
Louis too for reading our Shabbat story so
nicely.

Zara Fryer

Pic left: Louis reading Sammy Spider's First Shabbat
to the tots

Friendship Club celebrates Mitzvah Day

Top left: Cheder children with Jonny Hurst & Merle Muswell
Top right: Leah receives Jack Petchey award Bottom: Jason Lee house



As those who were present through
the High Holy Day services might
recall, I developed the theme of
relationships through my sermons.
You will read this article as the new
secular year begins, and new years
tend to be a moment for resolutions.
Most gyms and fitness centres get a
boost to memberships as people
make a vow to get healthier! Most
such vow makers, sadly, will lapse
quite quickly and not lose the pounds
in weight they hoped for.

Judaism acknowledges the difficulty of fulfilling
vows and promises, and this is a theme of the Kol
Nidre prayer and service. Kol Nidre means “All the
vows”. Words and promises are easy to express,
but keeping them, living up to the high aspirations
we might set for ourselves, is much harder.

This is why, for over 3,000 years, Judaism has
sought to assert the importance of community and
congregation. Modern self-help groups work on a
premise that our religion worked out literally
thousands of years ago. This is that we need to be
bolstered by the group to keep our best intentions
in mind and to live some, if not all, of them out.
Hence, the laws of the minyan seek to ensure that
at least ten come together to pray, the traditions is
of studying Judaism with study partners (we prefer
the more informal title of ‘study buddies’), and the
guidelines, for example, relating to bereavement,
encourage companionship for the grieving. The
latter guidance is, I think, in part to stop someone
making rash decisions when emotionally wrung
out.

I am writing just a few days after the knife attack at
Leytonstone Station. The close proximity of the
attack will have affected many of us, and so I wish
to address this directly.

There are people – extremists, be they political or
religious – who seek to undermine and overthrow
the society that I believe we all cherish and seek to
sustain and improve. We cannot and will not let
them succeed; we will show that our society is not
morally bankrupt. You and I cannot do this alone,
even we as a community cannot do this, no matter
how united we at Woodford, or we in combination
with Bet Tikvah, might be.

The circles of community that we need to turn 
into an interlocking strong chain of muscular
moderation and of living liberalism will involve us
interacting with: the rest of Liberal and wider
Judaism, congregations of other faiths, and people
of no faith. We will co-operate and ally with all who
seek a humane society in this country and around
the world.

During Chanukkah, I attended a
‘round table’ event representing
Liberal Judaism, where
representatives from across the
Jewish community came to share
what their organisations are doing to
help the refugees, both in and near
Syria and other ‘home’ countries,
those who will be coming here and
those refugees and asylum seekers
already in the UK. The Liberal
Jewish Synagogue is one of the
congregations that holds a “drop-in”

Sunday, once a month, for refugee families. The
Bike Project (a Jewish community start-up charity)
is recycling (!) bikes to give them to refugees who
need them to get to and from a job, school, etc.
World Jewish Relief is directing help to refugees
and displaced people nearer where they lived, and
is also involved in liaising with the UK government
about resettlement. You might have read about the
Chief Rabbi’s trip; with him was one of my orthodox
colleagues in Tzelem, the rabbinical voice for
economic and social justice in the UK, Rabbi David
Mason. You can read about his trip here:
www.theus.org.uk/article/my-trip-eidomenei-chief-
rabbi-–-path-refugees. Rabbi Aaron Goldstein
accompanied Richard Harrington MP, who is
responsible in the government for Syrian Refugees,
to 10 Downing Street for the Chanukkah candle-
lighting and spoke with him about what Liberal
Judaism communities are doing. Nottingham have
established a joint Jewish-Muslim Shalom-Salaam
Soup Kitchen; Birmingham are working with the
orthodox community and other faith groups to
support refugee resettlement plans in the city, and
so on and so forth. I have booked in to help at LJS
early in 2016, and I have also arranged, more
locally, to help at the Redbridge Food Bank,
where I know some of our members already help
regularly (please see the article by Ruth Harris
elsewhere in this edition of Bimah).

This task requires all of us to make a new year’s
resolution. We need to take seriously the phrases
that we say together at the end of every service.
“Aleynu” – “It is up to us…” begins our concluding
prayers. The paragraph ends “Eyn Od” – “there is
no-one else”. We cannot expect to do nothing and
have other people save the world for us. It is up to
us to do our bit – no less and no more than that.

I pledge to play my part, and I hope to hear how
you are playing your part. Please come and tell me
what you’re doing. Together, we will help create a
happy new year!

Rabbi Richard Jacobi
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Aleynu – It is up to us…
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The Redbridge Foodbank

Like most Jewish people, food has always
played a big (in more ways than one!) part in
my life.  Particularly for us 'baby boomers' who
were often over-fed by parents who had been
deprived of luxury foods during the war, food
has always been important.  We are used to
the festivals having certain foods associated
with them, events at the Synagogue (and
elsewhere) which are accompanied by food,
and we also eat out in restaurants far more
frequently than previous generations.  For the
majority of us there is no shortage of food at
home even if there isn't much money available
for other things.

However, for some
people in society life
is not so good and
they have to rely on
donations of food
from the local
Foodbank.

Foodbanks are now used more than ever,
which is a damning indictment of our society
as a whole.  The foodbank here in Redbridge
is part of the Trussell Trust, which was set up
in 1997 by a family who inherited some money
and wanted to help children living on the
streets of Sofia in Bulgaria.  In 1999 they
realised that there are people in this country
who also need help with providing food for
their families.  The first Foodbank they set up
in this country was at their home in Salisbury.
In 1994 the UK Foodbank network was
launched.  (More information on the Trussell
Trust can be found at www.trusselltrust.org )

There are many reasons why people need to
visit the Foodbank, ranging from redundancy
to receiving an unexpected bill when on a low
income.  Some people are left with very little
money due to delays in their benefits being
paid.  The clients who visit Foodbanks are not
'scroungers': they are people like you and me
who have unfortunately fallen on hard times,
and they deserve our help.  All our clients
come to us with a voucher for three days food
for their family from one of the care agencies.

People cannot come in off the street for food
parcels.  The clients are made to feel
welcome, offered a hot drink and a chance to
talk to someone who cares about them.  They
are also offered a range of leaflets which they
might find helpful, and a chance to pray with
one of the volunteers if this is appropriate.

Earlier this year I volunteered to help at the
Redbridge Foodbank which is held in a church
hall in Ilford.  (The back door of the church
where the Foodbank takes place is directly

opposite where I was brought up in
a small flat until the age of 6.)
Volunteers sort the donations of
food and toiletries which come

from a variety of sources:
local church and
school collections,
collections from
supermarkets
(including Waitrose

here in South Woodford) and
individuals and local

shopkeepers.  All the food must
be in date and we only accept tins/jars/dry
goods as there are no facilities available to
store fresh produce.  Each food parcel is
made up individually for the client's family so
we can take into account their family size and
their particular needs.  Some of our clients do
not even have access to a kettle, cooker or
microwave.  Some of them are living rough.  

It is very rewarding to be able to contribute in
a small way to a hungry person or family being
able to have a good meal.  The clients always
thank us profusely and they leave with us
volunteers hoping that things will improve for
them in the very near future.

There is more information available on the
local Foodbank at

www.redbridgefoodbank.org

Ruth Harris
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Shabbat Shelanu

I was lucky enough to be involved in
organising WLS’s first ever all-inclusive
Shabbat Morning
Service, named ‘Shabbat
Shelanu’ or ‘Our
Shabbat’, designed to
ensure that there were
no barriers preventing
people with disabilities
from participating in and
gaining meaning from
the service. The service
itself was a wonderful
occasion, with songs that
encouraged us to feel celebratory,
tranquil and reflective and activities
which enabled all to participate and
feel connected to our community.

The theme for our service was
blessings, and I must say I feel very
blessed to be a member of WLS.
This is something I had already felt,
but my involvement in this service
has led me to have an even greater
appreciation for what the WLS
community is all about.  

From the moment we first put
forward the idea for the
inclusive service, we received
overwhelming support and
offers of help from many
people. Members of the
congregation have given their
time and efforts in a number
of ways, including planning
and writing the service, writing
a grant application to the
NLPS, attending meetings, moving furniture,
guillotining, cutting, sticking and snapping
glow sticks!  Our older Cheder classes were
incredibly helpful on the day ensuring the
smooth running of the service.

Observing from my viewpoint at the side of
the sanctuary I was very moved to see how
our congregation did all they could to ensure
our guests felt welcome and comfortable. So,
I would like to say a big heartfelt thank you to

everyone who was involved, whether you
assisted with planning and preparations or

were simply there
participating in the
congregation - you
helped us to create a
service that was truly
inclusive.

Lastly, it is important
to say thank you to
Rabbi Richard for
leading the service in
such a

compassionate way, to Mich
Sampson for her wonderful
musical accompaniment and
significant contribution to the
planning and organisation of
the service and to Candy
Parfitt for coordinating the
involvement of our Cheder
classes. 

I look forward to the next
one.

Zara Fryer
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On arriving at Shul on Saturday 28 November,
we could immediately see that this was going
to be a service with a difference. The lecterns
on the Bimah had been moved back and
replaced with a long, low table in the centre
covered by a special cloth. Two screens stood
to the left and right. One plain, asking “how
are you a blessing” and “how have you been
blessed”. The other showing pictorial
representations of the order of service. There
was also an access ramp leading up to the
Bimah instead of the usual steps. A keyboard
was set up at the front and when we sat down
we were given a special colour booklet with
lots of pictures and far fewer words than
normal. 

The reason for these differences was that this
Saturday was the All-Inclusive Shabbat
Service at WLS. This initiative, organised by
Zara Fryer, Rabbi Richard, Mich Sampson
and Candy Parfitt, aims to provide a
Synagogue Service that is accessible to
everyone regardless of any disabilities they
may have. 

After the opening songs, the service started
by Richard asking the congregation what
things they were thankful for that morning.
Mich then adapted these into the words of a
song of thanks. Some of the things mentioned
were family, community, carers, teachers,
patience, friends and the Cheder. 

As the service progressed, helpers indicated
on one of the Bimah screens where we were
in the service to ensure that everyone could
follow. 

There were some new songs sung and some
old ones but they were gently taught to the
congregation as there were quite a few new
faces so we could all sing along together
which, being choir members, we really
enjoyed. There was a special guest, Judith
Silver, who came up to sing a song of blessing
with her guitar.  We were also given musical
instruments for some songs which was great
fun and my daughter Bryony, loved using the
shaker. 

When the time came for the Torah reading,

lots of helpers were called up to undress and
dress the scrolls. This was then laid out on the
long table in the middle of the Bimah and
anyone who wished to take a closer look was
invited up to gather round the scroll and see it
being read. 

The highlight for me was learning the Shema
in sign language. This was taught to the
congregation by one of the Cheder classes
and we all sang and signed along together.
One round was done completely in sign
language – very beautiful and still. 

Towards the end of the service, the
congregation was invited to write down how
they were a blessing or how they were
blessed on pieces of paper provided. We
could then decorate them with the Hebrew
letter, ‘Shin’, and they were hung on the other
screen on the Bimah. Some things written
were attendees feeling blessed by family and
carers and were a blessing by being a good
friend. 

All in all it was a real pleasure to attend the All
Inclusive Service this Saturday. Seeing some
new faces and the opportunity for everyone to
be involved, made it such a unique occasion.
We feel it proved so successful an event, that
would be lovely for it to be repeated in the
future. 

Jenni Kirstein & Bernice Cole

A special Shabbat service with an important difference
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Thank you to the NLPS Trust

Woodford Liberal Synagogue would like to express our gratitude to 
The NLPS Trust for Progressive Judaism 

for donating a grant for the cost of the specialist equipment 
we have used to improve accessibility and to ensure all members of the congregation can

participate fully in our services. 

To Warm the Heart

For Mitzvah Day evening Woodford hosted a musical evening, "To Warm the Heart" featuring
Judith Silver, who wrote many of the songs, Woodford member Mich Sampson and Cantor Zoe
Jacobs. 
The three sang all different types of mainly Jewish songs or numbers composed by Jewish
composers, many of which were sung acopella and in various languages.  

Just before the interval special guest singer Rachel Weston was invited to the stage. Rachel sang
Yiddish songs from mainly eastern Europe.

The blending of the singers’ voices along with pitches they reached while singing was truly
remarkable. When the evening drew to a close, after two encores, the audience were still asking
for more!

Rabbi Richard Jacobi said "What an uplifting way to start the week."
Merle Muswell

l to r: Mich Sampson, Judy Viner, Zoe Jacobs Inset: Rachel Weston
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Anyone seen the film Pay it Forward where
the main character conjures up the notion of
paying a favour not back, but on to someone
else? It’s a formula for social change that
particularly appeals to Paul Tuhrim, a long-
time volunteer in the Jewish learning disability
community.

Paul, who has taken people on tandem bike
rides across Israel, South Africa, Morocco and
India, as well as being a ‘gym buddy’ closer to
home, says: “I wouldn’t call myself wealthy by
any stretch of the imagination, so what I do is
give time.”

Paul is just one of a number of people around
the country who have signed up to JWeb, a
pioneering new website offering the
opportunity for volunteers and the learning
disabled in the Jewish community to come
together.

JWeb offers a place for people to find out
about opportunities in their local area,
promote their own services, and connect with
other people. The JWeb site has forums,
listings, noticeboards and a comprehensive
countrywide directory of Jewish learning
disability services.

It’s free to use, both to share and find
information, and as Paul explains, it strikes
straight to the core of the Jewish idea of
Mitzvah.

“The thing about our community in general is
that we’re noted for helping each other. It’s
what we do,” he says. “The idea of being able
to advertise your skills set on JWeb for
anyone who needs a bit of a helping hand is
fantastic.”

JWeb is the brain child of Linda Goldberg,
former CEO of the Jewish learning disability
charity, Cosgrove Care and Deborah Gundle,
who’s son has severe learning disabilities.  

“We are so pleased to see more and more
opportunities for people in this sector of our
community who have been tremendously
isolated in the past,” said Linda Goldberg.

“JWeb provides a fantastic way for people to
connect easily and get involved in all manner
of ways. People can use it to find voluntary
work or tell others about an event they’re
organising or a service they’re providing.

“They can sell second hand specialist
equipment or talk on the JWeb forum.
Basically, it’s a virtual noticeboard for
everyone in the Jewish learning disability
community.”

If you would like to find out more about JWeb,
please contact Anna Perceval at
anna@jweb.org.uk Tel: 07595 604343.

www.jweb.org.uk Directors Deborah
Gundle and Linda Goldberg met
through Deborah’s son, Zach, who has
Angelman’s Syndrome. Linda is a
former CEO of Cosgrove Care, a
Jewish Learning Disability charity in
Scotland.

www.jweb.org.uk is a project of
Kisharon and Langdon, supported by
trusts, foundations and private
individuals. A registered charity (charity
number 271519), the organisers work
from home and rely on fundraising
contributions to meet their costs.

For further information about
www.jweb.org.uk please contact 
Anna Perceval at anna@jweb.org.uk
Tel: 07595 604343

JWeb – making connections in Jewish learning
disability community



: 14 :

Sunday 

28 February
A Members Consultation

Meeting regarding the

proposed merger with Bet

Tikvah will be held at 

WLS in the morning of

28th February.

Time and further details 

will will be 

announced soon

Saturday 

19 March
Guest Speaker Robin Moss

will give a talk about Israel.

Venue: Bet Tikvah

Talk * Break * Q&A

Donation £7.50 which

includes refreshments.

Further details 

will will be 

announced soon



: 15 :

Our sincere condolences to…

Get Well wishes to…

Sharon Hopps and Family

on the loss of her father
Anthony Martin

Adam Levy and Family on
the loss of his father Abraham

The Family of Doug Zaydner

on his recent passing

Any of our members or their family who

are unwell at this time. Refuah shʼlemah

The dates for the next friendship club

afternoons are:

24th January • 20th March

2-4pm • £2 entry fee

Please book your place by phoning
Zara on 07976 007735

WLS Friendship Club Welcome 
New Members:

Neil Denning & Jeni Obuchowsk

Loren Von Sternberg & Dan Desmond

Anthony, Jo, Joshua & Zachariah Twyman

Marilyn & Ian Fykin and Edward Taube 

who have rejoined our community

Josh & Philippa Newham, Rabbi Richard &

Lynn Jacobi, and Rabbi Harry Jacobi, on the
birth of baby Zachary Patrick

A date for
your Diary…

Saturday 
6 February

Joint event Quiz –

WLS & Bet Tikvah 

Further details will be in the WLS weekly 
e-update and in the Reception of the

Synagogue nearer the date.

To book a table contact David Gold

on 020 8500 6335 Mum Philippa & Babe Four Generations – Josh,
Rabbi Harry Jacobi & Rabbi Richard Jacobi 

with newborn Zachary Patrick

Mel Millenbach on his 70th birthday.

Sylvie will be making a kiddush to celebrate 
this on Friday 26th February.

Zac Hurst

Sarah Leah Samuels

Louie Adler

Josephine Greenhaigh

Jessica Gillespie

Isiah Duck

Isabelle Phillips

Jackson Mendoza

Daniel Mendoza

Isabelle Levy
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HANDYMANHANDYMAN

• Affordable Quality Work

• A Fast Response

• Highly Skilled

• Free Estimates

Call your local, reliable repair specialist
Karel Ward on 07968 230 767

Big Enough to Cope, Small Enough to Care
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